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Support materials for the month of mobilisation with gender messages in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese were designed and printed. They were distributed electronically to all regions.  (Attachment 1)
Latin America:

Regional:

Controversy Tables: 
Social organisations and networks from Latin America and the Caribbean gathered at the “Controversy Tables: Democracy and Inequality” and presented a declaration to the Presidents and Heads of State present at the XVI Iberoamerican Summit. 

The activity was organised by GCAP-Latin American and Caribbean Chapter, The GCAP Feminist Task Force (FTF), the networks REPEM, ICAE, Social Watch and the "Articulacion Feminista Marcosur".

(Declaration, information on media and electronic dissemination and pictures on Attachment 2)

Country-specific:

1. Peru

As part of the activities in Peru, the FTF was present with specific contributions:
Women’s organisations and feminist movements took part 
· promoting the intersectionality of the agendas; 
· influencing in the elaboration of documents and presenting demands; 

· incorporating specific language and demands. 
These organisations had a very important presence in the mobilisations and the symbolic manifestations. One of these manifestations had to do with the demand for the legalisation of abortion. This is an important demand in Latin America in relation to poverty eradication taking into account that this is the region in the world with the highest number of illegal abortions (estimates of 12 million illegal abortions per year
), and 6,000 death per year as a result of this practice. 

List of activities of GCAP Peru (21 to 28 September 2006):
· I COREDES from Metropolitan Lima
· Film Festival Against Poverty

· Round Table: IMF and World Bank: Obstacles for Development?

· Round Table: Analysis of the Housing National Plan

· VI National Meeting of Organisations of Elderly People in Peru

· XI National Conference on Social Development

· Participation in the elaboration and presentation of the Emergency Social Agenda on 17 October. Feminist and Women’s organisations were active in the preparation of this agenda articulating with national campaigns, citizens networks and other organisations working in the areas of development, human  rights, peasants, labour unions, etc. 

· IV International Solidarity Fair that will take place in Lima on 3 December. The themes are: a) MDGs; b) post-Truth Commission and the struggle against corruption; c) Democracy and Participation; d) Social Economy and Foreign Debt. It is a cultural proposal aimed at sensitising about the relationship between the local reality and global decisions taken by the IMF and the World Bank. The participation of women’s organisations and the distribution of documents that have been prepared collectively is very important. It is expected that 5,000 people will attend. 

(Pictures and flyer in Attachment 3)

2. Argentina

Seminar/Workshop, 30 September 2006
Gender and Poverty: Analysis About Exclusion in Argentina

This seminar was organised as part of the GCAP month of mobilisation and in line with the FTF specific messages: “Gender Equality to End Poverty”, “Without Gender Equality there is no Poverty Eradication”, “Feminisation of Poverty is a reality. Address it!”
The objectives of the seminar were to discuss and evaluate the government commitments with respect to the MDG and to analyse the experience of exclusion from three different angles but that complement each other: (i) the body of women: the condition of gender in relation to sexuality and reproduction; (ii) poverty and exclusion: the condition of class; (iii) rights: exercise of citizenship. 
Foco will soon be publishing a booklet on Gender and Poverty as a support material for social organisations. 

(Pictures of the mobilisation in Attachment 4)
3. Dominican Republic

As part of the activities of the month of mobilisation of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty, the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-INSTRAW), the Research Centre for Feminist Action (CIPAF) and the FTF organised a round table around: “Gender Equality to End Povety”. Santo Domingo, 16 October 2006. (See invitation in Attachment 5)

4. Uruguay
The CNS (Comisión Nacional de Seguimiento – National Commission for the Follow-up to the Beijing Conference) is the national body that coordinates GCAP in Uruguay and member of the FTF. The CNS organised a stand-up against poverty event at a Stadium in Montevideo on Sunday 15 October. (See brochure and picture in Attachment 5A)
North America:

United States

Activities in New York: 

1. The GCAP Feminist Task Force participated in the commemoration of the United Nations International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on Tuesday, October 17, 2006 at the UN Headquarters in New York.  The commemoration included a ceremony at the Poverty Stone in the UN Garden sponsored by the UN and the International Movement ATD Fourth World (although rain caused the ceremony to be moved inside).  The ceremony brings people living in poverty to the UN, where they speak directly on behalf of themselves and their community’s experience. The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty seeks to promote increased awareness of the need to eradicate poverty.  Established on 22 December 1992, it invites Member States and civil society every year to devote the day to presenting and promoting concrete activities to eradicate poverty.  Josephine Grey of Low-Income Families Together (LIFT), a Feminist Task Force partner from Canada, spoke about poverty in the North and Rosa Lizarde, the North American Feminist Task Force representative, called for gender equality to end poverty and bringing awareness to the issue of women living in poverty. (Invitation in Attachment 6)
2. The Feminist Task Force also co-sponsored a panel discussion in partnership with the International Movement ATD Fourth World and the UN NGO Subcommittee on Poverty entitled, “Speaking Up Against Poverty:  Hearing the Voices of the Poorest.”  

International speakers addressed the importance of partnership with people living in poverty.  The speakers included Josephine Grey, co-founder of LIFT and a GCAP-FTF partner from Canada.  Josephine highlighted issues relating to poverty in the North, Canada in particular.  She provided a historical context to increasing poverty explaining that radical changes over the past two decades have affected the economic stability of the North American society.  In Canada, government policies have eliminated social and humane policies and pushed rapid privatization of public infrastructure services.  Josephine explained how women bear the brunt of the effects of regression. She spoke about her own situation, how domestic violence pushed her to homelessness as a single mom of three, and explained how bureaucratic messes trapped people into poverty.  

3. “Honoring Women’s Work:  The Garden Grows”
Celebrating the efforts of women in the eradication of poverty and commemorating the International Day of Rural Women, World Food Day and International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

This activity took place on Monday, October 16, 2006, from 5 – 6 pm at The Tillman Chapel, The Church Center for the United Nations, United Nations, New York City

It was organised by the Feminist Task Force of the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) in partnership with the Office of the Chaplain of the Church Center,  Loretto Community, the World Council of Churches, International Association of the Sisters of the Presentation and several international partners: ENLACE, Jubilee Centre-Zambia, The Copperbelt Land Rights Centre-Kitwe, Zambia, SIGLO XXIII, WILPF-El Salvador, International Council for Adult Education (Uruguay). (Invitation, flyer and pictures in Attachment 6)

4. The Feminist Task Force participated in the International Forum on the Eradication of Poverty, United Nations Headquarters, 15 and 16 November 2006, as a follow-up to the October activities marking the GCAP Month of Mobilization 2006.

The Forum was organized to mark the end of the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty. The Forum’s objectives were first, to send a strong message on the importance of a continued and enhanced commitment to poverty eradication in the run-up to 2015; second, to provide a valuable opportunity for forward-looking dialogue among stakeholders on the next steps over the next decade towards the realization of the universal goal of poverty eradication.  The Forum was a collaborative effort headed by the Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD) of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and included many UN departments, funds and Programmes and Specialized agencies.  
The objectives for FTF participation were:


To raise awareness about how poverty affects women and the extent to which women are affected; 


To emphasize gender equality as a means to end poverty at the Forum;  


To increase the FTF-GCAP’s visibility at the UN beyond the scope of the Month of Mobilization; 


To provide gender balance and the voice of women from the South to the Forum’s panels;


To partner with the UN and its agencies/departments and NGO’s on this important two-day international forum.

Rosa Lizarde, the North American FTF representative in New York, participated in the working level meetings convened by the DSPD prior to the Forum.  Ms. Wahu Kaara, chair of the Kenyan Debt Relief Network, represented the FTF as a featured speaker in the opening plenary as well as on a panel entitled, “Working Together, Building Partnerships” organized by DSPD.  (See Wahu Kaara´s speech in Attachment 6A)

Asia:

1. Pakistan: 
1. Baluchistan Gender Network is an inform alliance of 22 member organizations, that includes representatives from both civil society organizations as well as from the government departments. Our main advocacy areas are related to campaigning on Gender equality related issues, around International Women Day events in the following areas:

(a)    Gender Based Violence (that was the theme of our 2005 International Women’s day event).

(b)    Promoting empowerment of rural women

(c)    Challenging in-equalities through advocacy campaigns

(d)    Providing a collective platform for raising the voices of organizations promoting Gender Equality

Our analysis is that GBV and feminization of poverty are closely linked, so does these impacts the overall poverty situation.  

We support the “Millennium Campaign” for promoting awareness on Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) related to Gender equality and Poverty Reduction. Our message is in line with FTF of GCAP’s, in order to support the overall equality efforts: “Together in the efforts for Gender equality to end poverty”.
Action: To support the FTF efforts for the “month of mobilization” and to contribute to the upcoming World Food Day, International Rural Women day and Poverty Eradication Day, the local Gender Network in Baluchistan planned its events around the days of October, It included

( a) A discussion session on “inequality and poverty”

(b) A joint statement that “we, the Baluchistan Gender Network members are in solidarity with FTF of GCAP for the Month of Mobilization. In this regard we plan activities and mobilization events related to Rural Women Day, Poverty Eradication Day and World Food Day. The events include facilitating rural women artisans with market, support to the white band campaign and adopting the messages related to campaign are in line with our solidarity with the FTF of CGAP”.

(See pictures on Attachment 7)

2. India:

“Women’s Summit Against Poverty”, 17 October 2006, Delhi

The summit was instrumental in enabling some fundamental outcomes for Wada Na Todo Abihyan (WNTA, the campaign in coordination with GCAP):

a) Formation of the WNTA Women's Taskforce
The Women's Taskforce has been formed to ensure the leadership of women and integration of their priorities across the processes and structures of the Abhiyan. 

 

b) 50% Representation of Women in the National Steering Group
 

In support of the agenda of the "Women's Summit Against Poverty", the Campaign Steering Group has expanded itself to include 3 more women members and thus ensure 50% representation of women in this body. This initiative was received with appreciation from the partners.  

The women partners' as part of their own deliberations too proposed the need to ensure the equal representation of women in the state and other decision making bodies of the Abhiyan.

  

c) Identification of key themes, priorities and programs for 2006-07
 

The participants of the "Women's Summit" identified the following as key themes and programs that the Women's Taskforce could take up within the Abhiyan:

 

a) Ending Violence Against Women, Preventing Female Foeticide and Promoting Women's Ownership of Property/ Assets were identified the 3 central themes for the Abhiyan, in keeping with the work already being done by partnes acrossstates 

 

b) Strategic engagement to enhance co-ordination with, monitor and ensure the formation of Women's Policies, Women's Commissions, Women's Corporations and Women's Budgets was identified as a priority for the Abhiyan across the states and at the national level. 

 

c) Key events and processes in 2006-07 to be organized by the WNTA Women's Taskforce were identified in relation to,

- the India Social Forum (Oct 2006)

- the Week of Action Against Violence (Nov 2006) 

- Human Rights Action Week (Dec 2006), and 

- the International Women's Day (March 2007)

3. Philippines:

· GCAP Philippines included in the Pledge read during the October 16 “Stand up to Poverty Event”, the need to fight against patriarchy and the need to push for democracy. 
· A Forum on “Women, Poverty and Food Security” is planned as part of the global month of mobilisation.  
Africa

1. Zambia:

The Copperbelt Land Rights Centre is the Zambia Southern Region Focal Point for GCAP and the Feminist Task Force. Prisca Kambole, member of the FTF facilitation team, reported on the several activities implemented during the period of 17th September to 17th October 2006.

Kwacha Good Morning Zambia

This is a television talk show that takes place every Saturday on our national broadcasting and the centre had a chance to be on the show on the 17th October 2006.

On the panel were one representative from the Land Rights Centre (Board Chair) and a female political activist. The two discussed poverty related to women and girls, gender and poverty and explained what GCAP and the feminist task force is.

Letters from the girls

School girls from two high schools in Kitwe were involved in this activity. The centre asked Head teachers of Helen Kaunda (low density area) and Chimwemwe high Schools (high density area) to ask their pupils to express their experiences and feeling on poverty, what brings about poverty and how it has affected them as girls.

A lot of issues came out from the letters such as the girls becoming orphans, unwanted pregnancies, HIV/AIDS and other diseases, not having finances to further their education as a result of poverty because girls are forced to sell their bodies on the streets so that they can raise some money to feed their families and also pay for their school fees.

These same letters were also discussed on Kwacha good morning Zambia and have kept a record to be presented to the female Member of Parliament or a female cabinet minister. Some letters were also sent to Rosa Lizarde who displayed them at the New York meditation service organised as part of the month of mobilisation.

Article in the Mining Mirror

The organisation through the communications officer wrote an article on GCAP, women, girls and poverty and how foreign debts affect development and fosters poverty at household and national level.

Mining mirror is one of the privately owned newspapers and is based in Kitwe on the Copperbelt Province.

Stand Up Ovation 

This was done at Ipusukilo Catholic Church in Kapoto compound of Kitwe. Women, mostly widows, faith based organizations such as Micah challenge, Catholic Commission for Justice, development and Peace (CCJDP) and female political activist took part in this activity and some of the issues that came out include the following

· Lack of access to land and shelter.

· Lack of access to education for their children.

· The compound has over 40,000 people but has only about 4000 houses.

· The water system in the area is not fit for human consumption and the roads were last graded in 1988.

· Limited health facility. The compound has one clinic that opens at 08:00hrs and closes at 16:00hrs. 

This meeting was covered by one of the major news papers ‘Times of Zambia’ and the local radio station ‘Radio Chengelo’.

(See pictures in Attachment 8)

2. Uganda:

PENDING INFORMATION
3. Tunis:

- Press conference “The national campaign against poverty”. The FTF was involved in the organisation of this event together with several organisations from Tunis.  
Europe:

“Stand up against poverty – GCAP Action at the European Parliament”
On 4 October Brussels-based GCAP activists, including WIDE (member of the FTF facilitation team), organised an action at the European Parliament, in parallel with the Joint Committee Meeting on European Development Policies that gathered members of the European and national parliaments dealing with development policies. The action was part of the broader GCAP campaign.
 

The Brussels action targeted members of the European and national parliaments to support GCAP demands by signing a postcard committing MEPs and MPs to:
 - Engaging citizens in parliaments by creating spaces for dialogue ¨C organising on 17 October (International Day for the Eradication of Poverty) a day of discussion and debate on development issues, ensuring participation from the South;
 - Ensure support to gender mainstreaming and inclusion strategies by appointing designated staff with appropriate skills and expertise at all decision-making levels;
 - Reinforcing parliaments in the South and the role of the EU-ACP Joint Parliamentary Assembly;
 - Hold EU governments accountable to their promise to meet the Millennium Development Goals ¨C regularly ask responsible Ministers written and oral questions on progress;
Gender messages were strong in the demands, as a result of an active participation of FTF members.

� http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=12178836&dopt=Abstract


� http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3693/is_199812/ai_n8811584
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