Report of FTF for IFT Face to Face Meeting
Brussels, 30 November, 1 December 2007

1. Background
The FTF was originally launched in New York during the sessions of Beijing + 10 in March 2005. (Leaflet attached). Several organisations made this call which had already joined the meeting in Johannesburg in September 2004 that gave birth to GCAP. Since then, it has been an active member of GCAP and of the IFT. 
2. Aims

Some of the aims that guide the work of the FTF are:

· To ensure that women’s human rights are central to GCAP activities;

· To ensure that the implementation of GCAP activities and issue of statements are fully inclusive of women and respect women’s rights;

· To strengthen the importance of women within GCAP and to highlight the fact that gender issues are central to poverty eradication and the achievement of equality;

· To emphasize the inequity of wealth distribution in relation to wealth generation for women;

· To counter balance the influence of patriarchal institutions that undermine women’s rights;

· To demonstrate how the economic framework, including the IMF/WB, oppresses/exploits women.

The FTF works towards reaching these aims in line with GCAP objectives and procedures. It wants to sensitise political leaders, decision makers, international organisations and other relevant role-players as well as the general public and GCAP members. 

3. Composition

The FTF has two electronic lists, one in English and one in Spanish. Each of them has approximately 150 subscribers in all regions. Information is exchanged regularly in both lists and they are the space where decisions are taken. There is a permanent consultation of issues discussed at the IFT and in other commissions.
The FTF has representatives in the commissions of:

- Mobilisation

- E-communication

- G8 Working Group

At the strategic meeting in Toronto a FTF Facilitation team was appointed with the aim of having a closer link with the regions. The FTF-FT is comprised as follows:

· Africa: 


· Eastern and Central Africa: Elisabeth Eilor

· Southern Africa: Prisca Kambole

· Northern Africa: Josephine Kamel

· Asia:

· India:  Pam Rajput

· Nepal:  Sharmila Karki

· Latin American:  

· Chile: Marcela Ballara

· Peru: Luisa Cruz-Hefti

· Europe: Nerea Craviotto

· North America: Rosa Lizarde

IFT Representatives: Ana Agostino; Rosa Lizarde (alternate)

4. Achievements of the year 

* FTF Strategic Meeting, Toronto, 11-13 August 2006

The meeting was instrumental to:

· Agree on steps on how to increase visibility of the linkages between gender, poverty and inequality;

· Consolidate the role of the Feminist Task Force within GCAP; 

· Agree on a policy statement and a long-term strategy;

· Plan short and long term mobilization activities;

· Improve communications and outreach of the FTF;

· Constitute a facilitation team that coordinates FTF activities.

The report of the meeting and the logical framework for the work of the year has been circulated among all IFT members, as well as all documents produced. (Attached is the communiqué from the meeting). 
* High level of mobilisation of the FTF members in all regions 

(Separate report – it can be sent to all IFT members)

* Good coordination with the regional work in Latin America. The FTF co-organised the main mobilisation activity in the region. (Declaration attached)

5. Challenges/issues

In spite of the hard work of the FTF and of the agreement reached in Beirut in terms of the centrality of gender equality for poverty eradication this continues to be an issue highlighted almost exclusively by FTF members. Mainstreaming gender concerns within GCAP continues to be a major challenge for the FTF. 
6. Future directions/ proposals
- Explore if the Month of March can be used to launch a Call to Women's Actions Against Poverty; have the whole of GCAP supporting the launch.
- Involve GCAP as a whole in the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence (25 November, 10 December)
- Plan GCAP mobilisations around “social” and not only “economic” dates to highlight the various dimensions of poverty: e.g.
- World AIDS Day, 1 December






- Human Rights Day, 10 December

- A combination of the last two could call for major events on the first days of December
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