REGIONAL TRIBUNAL ABOUT RURAL WOMEN,  POVERTY AND EXCLUSION: TOWARDS THE EXIGIBILITY OF  ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

         I.         Antecedents and justification
Despite the changes and advances in the field of human rights defined in the various international treaties, agreements and commitments like the Conference of Population and Development (El Cairo), the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the most recent Millennium Summit and Millennium +5 Summit, with the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), we can see that in practice the neoliberal policies generate  in the region conditions for the restriction and suppression of the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) deepening conflicts and tensions stemming from multiple discriminations against women which are the main victims. 

This situation also involves the Peruvian case, where women in particular rural women face several ways of exclusion and discrimination within the family, social and political environment and in those aspects related to the economic and cultural dimension: the under estimation and invisibilization of the women’s work, the exclusion from power and decision taking and the subordination to cultural  schemes that affect them.

Despite the fact that  Peru is one of the first megadiverse countries in the world, housing within its rural sectors a great variety of economical resources and a significant cultural, ethnic and linguistic plurality, in fact it concentrates the highest poverty rates, specially in relation with indigenous and rural population where the social en economic isolation are a consequence of the lack of development policies to encourage their development in the last few years.

Looking at the figures related to poverty we could state that in Peru,  poverty has the face of a rural woman. 52% of the national population lives in poverty conditions. Of them, 72.6 % live in the rural areas and 51% are women. Furthermore, with regard to education in rural areas we can observe an inequity situation in the education achievements. Even if the illiteracy rate of rural woman decreased from 42.9 in 1993 to 37.4 in 2002, there are still big differences between men and women
.

Statistics results show that about 40% of women in rural areas have been at least once victim of physical violence from their partner and of them 23 % have been victim of physical violence from other people. We can see that even if there is a legislation on violence against women, there are countless obstacles for rural women to access justice because none of the legal and institutional improvements have been addressed to women in this environment. 

In terms of economy, there is an intensive participation of women in the agricultural (production cycle: sowing, harvest and post harvest) and livestock work, mainly in the frame of family and self-consumption units. Their participation in the product transformation, trade and handicrafts is highly significant and their work constitutes an important contribution to the family incomes. However, the access of women to the land ownership is discouraging. Only 4.7% of farming women has a certificate of ownership lawfully registered, which prevents them to enjoy economic freedom since they can’t access to other resources like water. In this sense, it is important to point out that 20.3%of rural family units are headed by women.

We can add to this problematic situation, the high levels of undocumented people that can be found in our country within the rural, indigenous and Amazonian areas, which in fact constitutes one of the main obstacles for the exercise of full citizenship rights. 

Even if the fight of women and feminist movements has pushed the advance of rights and in this sense it helped the women’s rights to be considered and assumed as a conquest and not as a concession, in fact women have not already achieved the same conditions as men to fully exercise their rights, including political and legal rights.  

In this context, it appears the initiative to organize a Regional Tribunal about economic, social and cultural rights of women, as a regional process of follow up, reivindication and demand of these rights, from a feminist approach.

This proposal has as an antecedent in the initiative of the Regional Consortium, formed by: La Coordinadora de la Mujer de Bolivia, ILSA Colombia, La Casa de la Mujer de Colombia, La Morada de Chile, Corporación Promoción de la Mujer -  Taller Comunicación Taller de Ecuador and Demus Peru, that in 2005, in Peru implemented the ESCR Regional Tribunal for Women, encouraged by Demus, El Centro de la Mujer Peruana Flora Tristán and other six NGOs that work in favor of women’s right in our country, calling some organizations from Lima and other provinces to present six documented cases. This experience constitutes a precedent for the rights demand in Peru, as part of the process of construction of Peruvian women’s citizenship. 

Considering that this proposal is part of the actions developed by the Feminist Task Force (FTF) of the Global Call to Action against Poverty, whose aim is to include in all levels the concept of the gender equity achievement as a key element in the process of eradication of poverty, it is in accordance to the Peruvian reality to direct our view towards the difficulties of rural women. Also, considering the work of the Peruvian Woman’s Center (Centro de la Mujer Peruana), influencing on policies that revert the situation of exclusion of rural women, and the need to create new spaces of expression to give effectiveness to the population demands. 

The proposal to create this Tribunal is framed within two significant dates in the month of October: 15th  October, International Rural Women’s Day and 17th October, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. The first one was initially proposed during the Beijing Conference, in recognition of the crucial role of rural women, specially as producers but also as leader women who contribute to the exercise of the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty (17th October), was declared by the United Nations General Assembly to raise awareness and consciousness to the need to eradicate poverty and indigence in the world, mainly in developing countries. 

It is important to point out that the International Day for Eradication of Poverty is part of the mobilization activities of Global Call Against Poverty, considering that the first of the Millennium Development Goals will be to halve the number of people living in extreme poverty, by 2015 – those who live on less than 1 dollar a day. 

Finally it is important to point out the agenda and commitments assumed by the Call during the Johannesburg Statement, and then confirmed in the Beirut and the Montevideo Declarations, related to the gender equity demand and to the recognition of the women’s rights as a central theme to eradicate poverty; assure gender equity, achieve social justice and to stop all forms of violence against women and enforce women’s rights including their political participation and their access to resources. In this sense, as part of the actions taken by the Feminist Task Force (FTF) of the Global Call against Poverty in Latin America, it is fundamental to visibilize the situation of rural women and their role in the development of our countries.   

I. Summary of the Proposal

The Regional Tribunal to be developed in Peru, looks to encourage all kind of processes in the context of political and legal demands, from rural women, related to their economic, social and cultural rights. All that, visibilizing instances of discrimination and  sensibilizing the public opinion from a gender approach, reconceptualizing the idea of human rights.

In the Tribunal will be presented three emblematic cases from Peru and three other relevant cases from other countries of Latin America and the Caribbean
 that allow to apply in a demonstrative way the mechanisms provided by the Interamerican System of Human Rights. 

This proposal is supported on the social and political action based on a feminist and human rights standpoint. It is aimed to consolidate the existing mechanisms both at a national and international level, to strengthen women’s movements and to achieve a greater incidence to overcome negative effects of economic globalization in the field of the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which violation produces more severe effects on rural women. 

The Tribunal is based on the presentation of exemplary and symbolic cases in which there are instances of violation of ESCR of women; mainly form rural, Amazonian and high Andean areas. The Tribunal will document cases of rural women in poverty conditions and with a less access to justice. It is important to point out the pedagogical and symbolic character of the Tribunal, with the aim to involve social actors and women themselves in the demand of ESCR, as well as in the visibilization of the status of rural women’s rights and their demands in relation with ESCR.  

The Tribunal will be held 17th October, in Lima, during the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and in the frame of the International Rural Women’s Day, which is celebrated on 15th  October.  

The emblematic cases to be presented will have to involve rural women in poverty conditions, whose economic, social and/or cultural rights have been violated. Those cases will be selected by the Flora Tristán Center together with the Tribunal organizing institutions in Lima (feminist institutions with experience in the human rights field and that were engaged in the organization of the Tribunal in 2005 and institutions and organizations that form the Peru Call) 

The cases to be presented will have the following format: 

· Context in which the case is presented providing antecedents that allow defining it as emblematic.  

· Testimony of the victim describing the fact in detail. The organizing and advisor team will accompany the victim so that she gives her testimony.  

· Report of the rights that were violated and the presentation of the answer of the Peruvian State on the case. 
The complete documentation will be presented in writing to the jury. 

The jury will reach a verdict after hearing the cases. 

The jury will be formed by people who fill the following requirements:

· People with renowned trajectory in the human rights field. 

· People with a great knowledge of the situation of rural women in the region. 

· Legal experts. 

II. Objectives 

General Objective:

To encourage all kind of processes in the context of political and legal demands, from rural women, related to their economic, social and cultural rights. All that,  visibilizing instances of poverty and discrimination 

Specific Objectives:
1.- To contribute to the knowledge and access of ESCR by rural women to promote the exercise of their rights.

2.- To sensibilize the public opinion, the State and the civil society about the situation of the rural women and the importance of the exercising of their rights.  

3.- Strengthen the incorporation of the gender approach in the Peruvian Coalition of the Call and the national Coalitions involved in the Tribunal. 

III. Activities 

Preparatory Stage 

1.- Socialization of the Tribunal proposal to the members of the FTF and  the Call in the Latin America and Caribbean region.  

2.- Identification of the countries that will document case in the event to be held in Peru ( if needed)

3.- Call the institution that developed with Flora Tristán the experience of the ESCR Tribunal in 2005, in Peru, as well as the institutions and organizations of the Call related to the work of rural women and ESCR, to share de proposal and to establish an agenda of activities and responsibilities during the whole process.

4.- Communications and meetings to define and document the cases to be presented in the Tribunal. There will be commissions that will assume the responsibilities of the process.  

Documentation of cases 

1.- Two meetings will be held for the elaboration of instruments and ethical guidelines for the identification, selection and presentation of the cases to the ESCR Tribunal.

2.- Selection of the cases to be presented and documented.

3.- Development of a one-day workshop with the institutions representative that will document the cases. In this workshop a Legal expert will give the guidelines to make the documents as well as the information about the national and international legislation on the matter.  

4.- Trips to three zones, whose cases will be presented, will be scheduled. There will be conducted interviews, picked up testimonies and the necessary information for the documentation.  

5.- Possible women participating in the workshop will be contacted. 

Production and distribution of materials 

For the development of the production and distribution of materials the Tribunal will count on an expert in communications and on a designer, who will be in charge of the media strategies, as well as of the preparation of messages, in coordination with the organizing team. 

- Two press releases will be elaborated to be spread one week before and the day before the Tribunal in the frame of 15th and 17th October. - At least three articles or notes will be published in newspapers from Lima and in newspapers of national circulation

Materials to be elaborated: 

- Posters (90x60) about the ESCR Tribunal. 

- Folders containing information about the ESCR Tribunal and the situation of rural women.

- Brochures about the FTF, the Call and the meaning of 17th October as a mobilization date of the Global Call against Poverty.   


- Information Sheets about the International Rural Women ’ s Day 

- Invitations for the event and distribution

Roundtable 
With the aim of visibilizing 15th October as the International Rural Women’ s Day, it is going to be held a roundtable in which several experts will provide information about the status of the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of rural women in Peru with the objective of showing their difficulties and at the same time of raising demands and proposals for the improvement of their access and exercise of a full citizenship. 

Tribunal Implementation

Three cases of rural women in poverty conditions will be presented.

The activity will be held 17th October, in a half-day meeting and will consist of two parts. During the first part, cases and testimonies will be presented and during the second part the jury will announce its verdict.

A part from the 3 Peruvian women from rural areas whose cases will be presented, 20 other women will come from representative organizations of the rest of the country, who will attend the events in Lima (Roundtable and Tribunal) and later on will share their experience in their organizations and towns.

Assessment Stage 

At the end of the process an assessment meeting will be held with the whole team of institutions involved in the process of implementation of the Tribunal. During this meeting all the cases that were already presented will be reviewed for the systematization of the experience and its further publication.  

In addition, the results will be shared with the institution that form the Call in Peru with the aim of raising proposals in favor of women from rural, high Andean and Amazonian areas.  

The experience of the Tribunal will also encourage new proposals raising coming from rural women with the support of the organizing institutions and people as well as with the support of other institutions of the civil society and the State, which would be committed with the process. 

IV. Budget

	1.- Preparatory Stage 



	1 Meeting with local institutions and organizations for sharing and exchanging ideas about the Tribunal.
	US$   20.00

	2 Meetings to create working groups, define responsibilities and to discuss about the criteria for the identification and selection of cases.   
	US$   40.00

	Biweekly meetings for the preparation of the event

	US$ 120.00

	SUBTOTAL 1
	US$ 180.00 

	2.- Documentation of cases 



	2 Meetings to define the cases to be documented.
	US$    40.00

	1 Workshop for the documentation of the cases 
	US$  120.00

	3 Tickets for experts who will see the cases (regions
	US$  600.00

	Expenses for the experts who will see the cases (regions) 
	US$  540.00

	Cassettes, batteries and office supplies
	US$    40.00

	SUBTOTAL 2
	US$ 1340.00

	3.-  Production and Distribution of Materials



	1000 Folders with information about the ESCR Tribunal and the status of rural women.



	US$  600.00

	1000 Brochures about FTF and the meaning of 17th October as a GCAP´s mobilization date  
	US$  300.00

	1000 Information sheets about the International Rural Women’s and Poverty Day 
	US$  200.00

	1000 Posters about the  Tribunal




	US$  300.00

	Dissemination of two press releases 
	US$  80.00

	300   Invitations for the event

	US$  200.00

	Distribution of invitations 
	US$  100.00

	SUBTOTAL 3
	US$ 1780.00

	4.- Roundtable about the status of ESCR and rural women 



	Tent Rental 
	US$ 120.00

	Coffee Break 
	US$ 200.00

	Invitations and distribution 
	US$ 150.00

	SUBTOTAL 4
	US$ 470.00

	5.- Regional Tribunal  



	Location rental, sound equipment, screen, laptop and multimedia projector 
	US$ 1100.00

	Coffee Break
	US$  400.00

	Tickets for 3 women whose cases will be presented 
	US$  600.00

	Expenses for 3 women whose cases will be presented 
	US$  300.00

	Airport transport and airport taxes for 3 women whose cases will be presented 
	US$  100.00

	Tickets for 20 participants from the different regions 
	US$ 400.00

	Hotel for 20 participants from the different regions 
	US$ 400.00

	Meals for 20 participants from the different regions 
	US$ 200.00

	Transport for the participants of the event    
	US$ 120.00

	Transport for coordinators
	US$  60.00

	Photocopies  
	US$  60.00

	SUBTOTAL 5
	US$ 3740.00

	6.- Assessment and follow up stage 



	1 Meeting for the final assessment of the Tribunal 
	US$   30.00

	Publishing of the experience and cases presented 
	US$  500.00

	SUBTOTAL 6
	US$  530.00

	7.- Operative expenses 



	Communications 
	US$  300.00

	Transport
	US$  200.00

	Photocopies and materials
	US$  150.00

	SUBTOTAL 7
	US$  650.00

	8.- Human Resources 



	General Coordination
	US$ 600.00

	Legal Advisory 
	US$ 400.00

	Communicator
	US$ 400.00

	Designer 
	US$ 300.00

	Secretarial support
	US$ 150.00

	SUBTOTAL 8 
	US$ 1850.00

	GRAND TOTAL
	US$ 10 540




V. Period of execution  

August – November 2007

� INEI,   ENAHO - IV Trimestre   2001.


� The cases will be presented by countries of the region with woman representation in the Global Call to Action against Poverty. The criteria used for the participation and for the budget  implied by the documentation of cases will be defined by the FTF. 


� The budget doesn´t include neither the documentation of the cases of the other countries which participate nor the international tickets to attend the tribunal.
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