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ONE MILLION PALESTINIAN CHILDREN TO TAKE A STAND AGAINST POVERTY
Joint Press release by Ministry of Education and Higher Education \ Palestine

And The Global Call to Action against Poverty Coalition \ Palestine

One million Palestinian children throughout the Occupied West Bank and Gaza will “stand up” and speakout on Wednesday, October 17 to mark the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  
The children will raise banners, drawings, release white balloons and shout slogans to say no to poverty.  The children’s activities have been organised jointly by the Global Call to Action Against Poverty Coalition in Palestine and the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education and are taking place for the first time in both public and private schools, as well as UNWRA schools in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  
The activities by the school children will stand as a reminder of the large portion of poverty amongst the Palestinian society, which has deprived them of acquiring the services that are considered a beneficial right for them in the different aspects of life, including education.

Palestinian children, of all ages, are deprived from the freedom of expression and exposed to daily brutal violations of their rights by the Israeli occupation powers.  As a result of the Israeli occupation, Palestinian school children are deprived of the freedom to be able to access education facilities and obtain adequate health care and social services.  Palestinian children are, as a result of the illegal Israeli occupation, the sons and daughters of martyrs, the brothers and sisters of prisoners, the poor, the sick and the unemployed.  This has resulted in rising levels of behavioural problems both in and outside of the education environment, which will take years to remedy.
These activities to mark the International Day for Eradicating Poverty will be an opportunity for Palestinian children to express themselves in a variety of peaceful and educational wayagainst the violations that have robbed them of their childhood.
On the International Day for the Eradiction of Poverty, the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education and The Global Call to Action Against Poverty Coalition in Palestine demand that Palestinian children be guaranteed a decent life similar to children all over the world.   This comes after providing them with a network of social security and protection for their families, free from occupation and oppression.
--- END ---
For more information contact: Dr Hamdi Al-Khawaya, GCAP-Palestine Co-ordinator

hamdi@dwrc.org   Tel:  00972 2295 2608 – ext 103

Some of these schools will be open to local and foreign press in order to provide media coverage for these activities at that time, and will be coordinated with the principles of higher education in all regions.

