CONCLUSIONS OF THE WOMEN’S TRIBUNAL AGAINST POVERTY

17 October 2007, New Delhi
Today more than 400 women gathered in New Delhi to emphasize the relevance of addressing the question of women’s experiences of poverty.

We listened to the voices from over 20 states as women presented their experiences before a Jury of eight persons comprising of academicians, political thinkers and social activists. These voices were of women who are on the margins of our society, in particular from Dalit, Adivasis, Muslim women, Women with Disabilities and from Nomadic Tribes, who are excluded and discriminated both by society as well as within their own communities thus bearing double-treble burdens. Their voices depict the lives of the large majority of women in our country from the north, north-east to south, west and central part of the country. The jury recognises the efforts and courage of the women who have brought their stories to this tribunal. 
While the country is growing at phenomenal rates, the lives of the most marginalised women are further impoverished. Poverty is no more secular. The poverty of these sections has consolidated in the last two decades. The process of exclusion and discrimination, stereotypes that women from the Dalit, Adivasi and Muslim women based on their community and gender identity determines their right to life, security, dignity, livelihood and development. 

Muslims are consistently tagged to terror, further increasing their exclusion from socio-economic opportunities and not being trusted. Identity related concerns and acceptance is the grave challenge facing them. Post conflict in Gujarat, there has been more or less a complete failure of restorative justice issues and rehabilitation. State is acting biased and partisan. Bias of the bureaucracy against the minorities is apparent. 
The violence against women is growing at appalling levels. There is complete connivance with police and influential sections in booking the guilty and violence is growing with complete impunity. Police and judiciary are gender insensitive and anti-poor. 

Women who are elected to positions of responsibility and power are experiencing repression, victimisation, terrorisation and smear campaigns. They are not allowed to perform their duties and trapped in false cases. 
Lack of ownership and access to cultivable land is the underlying reason for poverty and women have long been struggling for their rights to cultivable land.
Eviction in large scales is a big concern. Evictions in the name of development, SEZ and urban renewal programmes result in multiple displacement leading to further impoverishment. 

NREGA meant for providing livelihood and security to the poor is not being implemented in a way to create impact. The bureaucratic procedures, lack of implementation of Equal and minimum wages plague the scheme. Need to make it into a mission mode for implementation.

There is near complete withdrawal of the state in the social sector. The issues of BPL cards which are denied to a large majority of the poor and their struggles to access them impact the health and rights realisation of women and children in particular. 
Health services have not reached women living in the margins. Two years down the line, the National Rural Health Mission has not been strengthened enough to even ensure basic maternal health care. Harassment, demands for payments, lack of appropriate trained professional, lack of infrastructure and no accountability to the poor resulting in India leading the maternal mortality rates in the world.  
Despite the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan programme, education entitlements remain elusive for large numbers of children from Dalits, Muslim and Adivasi communities. The failure to recognize caste discrimination and other stereotyping is a critical reason for the dropping out of many children. 
Women from the marginalised communities are excluded and discriminated even in disaster relief and rehabilitation. In flood affected Bihar, women and their families from these communities do not receive basic relief materials, shelter or medical care. They are neglected by the state and excluded by civil society too. 
Recommendations:

Recognise that without the focused development of women and communities from the marginalised sections. development is not possible within the country.

Recognise and institute the independent identity of women as independent citizens, not just linked to their families. 

Land is critical to addressing poverty and right to cultivable land for women from these marginalised communities is a must.

Appalling occupations like manual scavenging needs to be eliminated urgently and the persons rehabilitated on priority basis. 

The process of displacement related to development, SEZ and urbanisation need to stop immediately. All such processes have to be done only with ‘informed consent’.

The customary laws that marginalise and exploit Adivasi women need to be amended in keeping with progressive human rights, legislations and provisions.

A special gender and social identity focus has to be incorporated in monitoring the affirmative actions meant for these sections. District level social audits need to be organised where women will be able to bring their issues.

Violence on women, the connivance of the police and the impunity with which civil society does them need to be cracked.  Erring officials need to be taken to task so that provisions addressing the poor and the resources allocated reach the intended beneficiaries. 

Programmes meant for enhancing livelihood and social services need to be implemented and strictly monitored with transparency and accountability to the poor especially women from Dalit, Tribal and Muslim communities. 
Ensure Mandatory public social audit on annual basis where gender social audit is conducted at the district level
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The Women’s Tribunal Against Poverty was collectively organized by 21 organizations and networks to enable women from the most marginal communities of India to present their experiences, and articulate their expectations from the government in relation to the Right to Livelihood, Security of Tenure, Access to Basic Services and Participation in Governance.
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