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Since 2005 and as part of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty, the Feminist Task Force has been putting forward a clear message:
The eradication of poverty cannot succeed without equality and justice for women.

While we prepare to celebrate the International Women’s Day on 8 March, we invite all GCAP colleagues to add their voices to this message and strengthen their efforts at national, regional and global level to ensure that gender equality becomes a reality and with it the better society we all dream of. 

In October 2007, as part of the mobilisation around the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, the FTF organised several Women’s Tribunals Against Poverty. With 70% of the world’s poor being women, the Tribunals served to inform and present testimony on the conditions of women worldwide, to put pressure on governments and to collect testimony to present to officials on the worsening conditions of women.  The tribunals took place in Peru and in India, and a third one is planned for this month in Egypt. The cases presented had to do with:

Peru:

1) A case of undocumentation

2) A case of rape in internal armed conflict

3) A case of rape of indigenous girls 

4) A case of forced sterilization
Bringing these cases to a tribunal made it explicit how the realities faced by these women result in increased poverty and how in turn this poverty inflicts on their human rights. Therefore, clear demands were presented to the Peruvian government:

DEMANDS – STILL MISSING
India:

Women from over 20 states presented their experiences before a Jury of eight persons comprising of academicians, political thinkers and social activists. These voices were of women who are on the margins of society, in particular from Dalit, Adivasis, Muslim women, Women with Disabilities and from Nomadic Tribes, who are excluded and discriminated both by society as well as within their own communities thus bearing double-treble burdens. While India is growing at phenomenal rates, the lives of the most marginalised women are further impoverished. Poverty is no more secular. The poverty of these sections has consolidated in the last two decades. The process of exclusion and discrimination and the stereotypes faced by women from the Dalit, Adivasi and Muslim women based on their community and gender identity determines their right to life, security, dignity, livelihood and development. 

Recommendations from International Women’s Tribunal Against Poverty in India:

· Recognise that without the focused development of women and communities from the marginalised sections development is not possible within the country.

· Recognise and institute the independent identity of women as independent citizens, not just linked to their families. 

· Land is critical to addressing poverty and right to cultivable land for women from these marginalised communities is a must.

· Appalling occupations like manual scavenging needs to be eliminated urgently and the persons rehabilitated on priority basis. 

· The process of displacement related to development, SEZ and urbanisation need to stop immediately. All such processes have to be done only with ‘informed consent’.

· The customary laws that marginalise and exploit Adivasi women need to be amended in keeping with progressive human rights, legislations and provisions.

· A special gender and social identity focus has to be incorporated in monitoring the affirmative actions meant for these sections. District level social audits need to be organised where women will be able to bring their issues.

· Violence on women, the connivance of the police and the impunity with which civil society does them need to be cracked.  Erring officials need to be taken to task so that provisions addressing the poor and the resources allocated reach the intended beneficiaries. 

· Programmes meant for enhancing livelihood and social services need to be implemented and strictly monitored with transparency and accountability to the poor especially women from Dalit, Tribal and Muslim communities. 

· Ensure Mandatory public social audit on annual basis where gender social audit is conducted at the district level

THIS IS TOO LONG, MIGHT NEED TO BE CUT
Based on the results of the tribunals, the FTF encourages all GCAP members to demand from their governments and international institutions responsible for international policies:

ROSA, HERE WE SHOULD PUT THE DEMANDS FROM THE FINANCING FOR GENDER EQUALITY PROCESS AND SOME OF THE ONES THAT WILL BE PRESENTED BY WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS DURING THIS SESSION
CHONA, HERE SHOULD ALSO GO WHAT YOU MENTIONED ABOUT G8

ALL, PLEASE ADD YOUR DEMANDS!!!!!
