International Women’s Day – Report on mobilisation

1) Events

We are still compiling a full report of IWD activities. Below are some of the details we have received to date on plans and activities.
US

New York – Commission on the Status of Women

The FTF organized a side event at the CSW that included the presentation of the results of the Women’s Tribunal on Poverty and the launch of the mobilization for 8 March and for 2008. Participants from the FTF spoke of tribunals in India and Peru and upcoming tribunal in Egypt. The mobilisation plan was launched and campaign postcards distributed. Clips were shown of the women’s tribunal in India and of GCAP women campaigning around the world in 2007 with a call to action for 2008. A feminist task force side event was also held to encourage further participation in the GCAP FTF.
India

Release of Women’s Charter. International Women’s Day is being celebrated by partners of Wada Na Todo Abhiyan across 44 districts in eleven states of India, bringing together more than 10,000 women to release the ‘Women’s Charter Against Poverty’ from 6th to 17th March, 2008. The Women’s Charter against Poverty reinforces the demand for women’s access to power, resources and services, and is available on www.wadanatodo.net/reports.

South Africa

Press conference with speakers including the Chair of the South African Human Rights Commission, Jody Kollapen, representative from women’s organization POWA, Carrie Shelver, and GCAP co-chairs Kumi Naidoo and Ana Agostino. The event also launched 2008 mobilisation plans.

El Salvador

XXIII Century Free University for Peace March 8th celebration, including information on the situation of women worldwide and in El Salvador, training on non-sexist values and on the international day of water with a gender focus.  

Afghanistan

GCAP-Afghanistan members are going to celebrated International Women’s Day in Kabul. Civil society organizations, representatives from Ministry of Women Affairs and other ministries, parliament members, women society actors, youth groups, private sector representatives and many others were invited. The event aimed to highlight to government and policy makers the need for improvement in the living conditions of Afghan women and to give incentives for providing job opportunities, education facilities and women empowerment programs in Afghanistan.

Indonesia

Indonesian women mobilized for the International Women's Day. Under the theme “Speak Out for Women’s Rights,” the community women and other organizations held activities in Java, Nusa Tenggara, Sulawesi, and Kalimantan Region. 

Philippines

The GCAP coalition in the Philippines worked with Women's March (Martsa ng Kababihan), a broad civil society March 8 Committee for the International Women's Day commemoration. Composed of various women's organizations and institutions, the Women's March held an “arrest march” to the Presidential Palace to “serve” a warrant of arrest to the Philippine president for her various crimes against women and the Filipino people. Philippines mobilised grassroots women to join the march. Other women’s day actions include the "Trapo Takshapo", where pictures of corrupt traditional politicians (trapo) will be mounted and community members can throw stones or rotten fruits to express their frustration and anger over the current political situation.

Singapore

ONE (SINGAPORE) highlighted International Women's Day by working with students, migrant workers, and community leaders. On March 8, ONE (SINGAPORE) organised activities in coordination with the Raffles Community Leaders Forum, an international students group. Together with UNIFEM (Singapore), free health check ups were provided for more than a thousand foreign domestic workers on March9. ONE (SINGAPORE) is also taking on the issue of maternal health and advocating for the "No Women Should Die While Giving Life" campaign.

Georgia
The Future without Poverty coalition organized a presentation of the results of the maternal and child health survey and invited representatives of the Ministry of Health as well as CSOs and media. They then organized a GCAP bus to travel to a local maternity hospital to meet with staff and patients
2) E-campaign
· Postcards were developed in 5 languages and circulated for distribution. We do not have a means of identifying the number of postcards which were sent.
· Printed cards were distributed at the CSW at the UN, signed and handed in. ROSA WILL BE ABLE TO TELL YOU HOW MANY WERE HANDED IN.
· The “Women’s Day clip” was uploaded onto ww.whtieband.org and youtube, and viewed over 1700 times in the first few days.

3) Media

GCAP media coordinator will send through a report on media.
Other Activities of the FTF:

· Preparation of documents:

· Demands for 8 March (attachment 1)

· Demands resulting from Tribunals (attachment 2)
· General note for mobilization (attachment 3)

· Action Alerts

Since the beginning of the CSW until 8 March, the FTF sent daily action alerts with proposals for e-actions around 8 March (e-cards, letters to governments, demands to UN Secretary General in relation to UNIFEM, etc.). 

- E-card campaign for appointment of Executive Director of UNIFEM

This e-campaign was launched at the gcap-women and gcap-mujeres listserves but was also sent thorough other networks listserves. 
We received almost 50 copies of e-cards sent to the UN Secretary General.

· Nicaragua:
Si Mujer, member of the FTF, joined in the march organized by several women’s movements in Nicaragua on 7 March to commemorate IWD. The topic of the march was the defense of Women’s Human Rights in Nicaragua.

· Peru
A march and a round table were organized in Peru by a coordination network of women’s organizations in cooperation with GCAP Peru and the FTF. The events took place on 7 March. The march finalized with a women’s gathering and a cultural event. 

The slogans for the march were:

"Por la defensa, respeto y vigilancia de los: derechos humanos de todas las mujeres de nuestro país." (In defense, respect and monitoring of the human rights of all women in our country)
"Por una vida digna sin pobreza, injusticias ni violencia" (For a life in dignity, without poverty, injustices or violence)
"Cuestionando al modelo Neoliberal, marchemos enlazadas hacia la cumbre de los pueblos" (Questioning the neoliberal model, we march united towards the people’s summit)

T

· Dominican Republic

CIPAF, member of the FTF, developed educational guides about the history of the 8 of March and of the women’s movement in the world and in the Dominican Republic. This guides were circulated to all FTF members for their own use and adaptation to their own realities. 
I AM SENDING YOU THESE GUIDES (THEY ARE IN SPANISH) BUT YOU CAN PUT THEM IN THE WEBSITE.
· Asia Secretariat
SENCA Secretariat developed designs for streamer, banner and t-shirts to be used for International Women's Day (IWD) activities. These were developed based on the IWD e-card GCAP's Feminist Task Force (FTF). They were sent to SENCA national coalitions and other organizations urging them to use these materials, and also adapt them to their requirements. 
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8 March 2008

International Women’s Day

GCAP Call to Action

Since 2005 and as part of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty, the GCAP Feminist Task Force has been putting forward a clear message:

The eradication of poverty cannot succeed without equality and justice for women

While we prepare to celebrate International Women’s Day  March 8th, we invite all GCAP colleagues to add their voices to this message and strengthen their efforts at national, regional and global level to ensure that gender equality becomes a reality and with it the better society we all dream of. 

This year we will launch the GCAP March 8th Call to Action for Gender Equality to End Poverty at the UN Headquarters in New York during the meetings of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).  IWD mobilizations call for increased financing for gender equality and women’s empowerment and support for an improved gender equality architecture of the UN.  Our March 8th demands come under the banner GENDER EQUALITY TO END POVERTY.

GENERAL GCAP DEMANDS FROM A GENDER PERSPECTIVE

The Global Call demands systemic changes to end poverty.  These include critical demands for fair trade, debt cancellation, increased aid to poor nations, and accountable and transparent policy processes.  These are women’s human rights and gender equality issues, as current international policies rob women of livelihoods, healthcare and other economic rights, while feeding fundamentalist backlash and militarism that deprive women of personal autonomy and choices.  

Trade Justice for women’s social, economic, cultural and political empowerment:  Trade expansion – both within and across borders – has been dependent on poor women’s labour.  Trade justice therefore implies not only more equitable terms of trade and national economic sovereignty, but also guaranteeing women’s land rights, labour rights and decent jobs, protecting women’s agricultural activities, maintaining food security, livelihoods and traditional knowledge, ensuring essential public services for all, and developing policies so that the benefits of trade will advance development objectives and reach the most marginalized members of society, particularly poor women.    

Debt Cancellation to lift the burden on poor women and their families:  Much of the debt of developing countries is being paid for by poor women. Currently women are providing healthcare, education, child and elder care, and other services which support families, societies and economies as part of their unpaid labour.  In order to eradicate poverty and advance human rights therefore, debt must be cancelled, resources shared equitably to meet the needs of the poor, especially women, and essential services must be provided by the state.       

More and Better Aid to fund an end to the feminization of poverty:  The volume of development assistance given by rich countries must be increased to the 0.7% of GNP goal in order to help poor countries lift themselves out of poverty.  This aid should prioritize empowering women and achieving gender equality in order to eradicate poverty.

Democratic, Transparent, Participatory and Accountable National Policy Processes to open doors for women and eliminate discriminatory policies:  National strategies to eliminate poverty need to empower women through education, health care and HIV/AIDS treatments, reproductive rights, strategies to end violence against women, full political participation, equal citizenship, inheritance and property rights, and access to essential services including affordable housing.  Moreover, processes must be developed that facilitate the participation of all – especially women, youth, migrants and indigenous peoples – in policy development, implementation and monitoring, with mechanisms for information sharing, input, and redress.
LAUNCH - FEBRUARY 28THTH 

UN HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK DURING THE MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW).

The FTF presented the findings of International Women’s Tribunals on Poverty (see attached), raising awareness of the importance of gender equality to the eradication of poverty.  Representatives also launched the GCAP March 8th Call to Action for Gender Equality to End Poverty and joined other women’s organizations to call for increased financing for gender equality and women’s empowerment and the strengthening of the gender equality architecture of the UN. 

Based on the results of the a process of consultation and the highly successful Women’s Tribunals in 2007, the FTF encourages all GCAP members to present their governments and international institutions the following demands and mobilise towards their fulfilment. 

SUMMARY OF DEMANDS 

Financing for Development:

· Donor and developing country governments must ensure direct funding and establish clear mechanisms for the participation of women’s rights organizations as part of civil society, particularly women from socially excluded groups, in all the national development planning processes and aid planning, programming, management, monitoring and evaluation. 

· There should be a significant increase in investments in women’s rights organizations and movements; these organizations should receive substantial, predictable, multi-year, core funding for women’s rights organizations at all levels to play watchdog and advocacy roles.
· Promote the integration of gender responsive budgeting as a tool to combine with General Budget Support (GBS) and Sector-Wide Approaches (SWAps), with the participation of women’s empowerment organizations.
Gender Equality Architecture Reform (GEAR):

· To develop a newly created women-specific entity at the highest level with Under Secretary General leadership and to be fully and ambitiously funded.
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WOMEN’S TRIBUNALS AGAINST POVERTY

In October 2007, as part of the mobilisation around the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, GCAP’s Feminist taskforce organised several Women’s Tribunals Against Poverty. 70% of the world’s population are women so the Tribunals served to inform and present testimony on the conditions women endure as well as put pressure on governments.  The tribunals took place in Peru and in India, and a third one is planned in Egypt in March 2008. 

PERU

National Court for the DESC of Rural Women

The tribunals in Peru were organized in the framework of the 17th of October, International day for the eradication of Poverty, and also as part of the commemoration of 15th October, International Day of rural women. They aimed to highlight the situation endured by women living in rural areas who are more vulnerable to poverty and prevented from exercising their rights and citizenship on a daily basis. The cases presented were:

1) A case of non-documentation

2) A case of rape in internal armed conflict

3) A case of rape of indigenous girls 

4) A case of forced sterilization

Bringing these cases to a tribunal made explicit how the realities faced by these women result in increased poverty and how in turn this poverty inflicts on their human rights. Clear demands were presented to the Peruvian government:

Summary of demands made to Peruvian government

· To set policies which provide women living in rural areas with official documents , to launch campaigns for the provision of documents and the restitution of identity with a gender perspective and to respect each person’s language at a national level.

· To add gender education campaigns into school curricula in a cross-cutting way, contents addressed to change the traditional patterns of women’s subordination.

· To guarantee that rural women have access to contraception. 

· To guarantee that women sterilized against their will have access to a Redress Program.  

· To investigate with due diligence and to bring charges for rapes that happened during the armed conflict.

· To review the legislation that penalizes abortion due to rape with a view to guarantee that any woman victim of sexual violence will never again have to live an imposed motherhood. 

· To implement protocols and physical and mental health care services specialized in sexual violence victims’ care within the framework of interculturality. 

INDIA

Over 400 women from 20 states presented their experiences before a Jury of eight persons comprising of academics, political thinkers and social  activists. The voices were of women who are on the margins of society, in particular from Dalit, Adivasis, Muslim women, Women with Disabilities and from Nomadic Tribes, who are excluded and discriminated both by society as 
well as within their own communities thus bearing double-treble burdens. 


While India is growing at phenomenal rates, the lives of the most  marginalised women are further impoverished. Poverty is no longer secular.  The process of exclusion and discrimination as well 

as the stereotypes faced by Dalit, Adivasi and Muslim women based on their community and gender identity determines their right to life, security, dignity, livelihood and development. In the past two decates poverty rates amongst these groups has increased.



Summary of demands made to Indian government

· ACCOUNTABILITY - programmes aimed at enhancing both livelihoods and social services need to be implemented and strictly monitored with transparency and accountability to the poor ,especially women from Dalit, Tribal and Muslim communities. 

· LAND -  land is critical to addressing poverty and the right to cultivable land for women from these marginalised communities is a must. 

· IDENTITY – the government must recognise and institute the independent 
identity of women as independent citizens, not just linked to their 
families. 

· PARTICIAPTION LAWS - customary laws that marginalise and exploit women need to be 
amended in keeping with progressive human rights, legislations and provisions, and new laws to ensure their equal cultural, economic and political participation must be enacted. 

· VIOLENCE – every effort must be made to address the causes of violence against on women to to bring to justice the perpetrators of agressions against women. 

Further information on the Women Tribunal Against Poverty in India can be 
found on www.wadanatodo.net/events
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March 8, 2008








International Women's Day

GCAP Call to Action – General note in preparation for IWD.
The GCAP Feminist Task Force (FTF) is encouraging all partners and constituencies to promote International Women’s Day by taking action in their respective countries.  On March 8th, under the leadership of the FTF, GCAP will highlight the centrality of gender equality to end poverty and the importance of investing in women and girls and calling for financing of gender equality and women’s empowerment.  All GCAP partners are encouraged to join in this global mobilization.

The March 8th campaign will be global in scope with national and regional specific demands to apply pressure on national, local and regional governments.  

Key highlights of the campaign include:

· On February 28th at the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) at the United Nations in New York, the FTF launched the March 8th IWD campaign at their event highlighting the International Women’s Tribunals on Poverty.  The event marked the FTF’s fourth year participating in the CSW and calling on governments to end gender inequality and the feminization of poverty.  

· In line with the CSW theme of “Financing for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment,” the FTF invites you to join in calling for investing in women and girls in order to achieve Millennium Development Goals 1 (poverty eradication) and 3 (gender equality). 

· GCAP and the FTF will outline core global demands for IWD and we invite constituencies to identify their core demands for IWD posted on the www.InternationalWomensDay.com website.

· The GCAP e-campaign is linked to the IWD website that runs from the www.whiteband.org and coalition sites.
If you are planning events for International Women’s Day, please email details to sarah.gregory@civicus.org
Since 2005 and as part of GCAP, the Feminist Task Force has been putting forward a clear message:

The eradication of poverty cannot succeed without equality and justice for women.

While we prepare to celebrate the International Women’s Day on 8 March, we invite all GCAP colleagues to add their voices to this message and strengthen their efforts at national, regional and global level to ensure that gender equality becomes a reality and with it the better society we all dream of. 

The E-Campaign:
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The e-campaign will be a real and virtual global mass mobilization designed to reach local, national and/or global government officials.  National and regional coalitions can add their specific demands to the main message so that messages sent to government officials are country and regionally-specific.  All materials are available to download from www.whiteband.org.
The March 8th campaign materials are designed to be simple and inexpensive for GCAP partners so that every person can take personal action by sending at the minimum an e-mail message.  Anyone reading this message through a computer can proceed to send their e-postcard to a government official, decision-maker, colleague, or anyone of their choice. 

Specific actions have been proposed to support GCAP partner participation in the March 8th campaign.  The menu of activities and actions include:
· E-cards, e-mails, SMS/text messages – send quick messages to local, national and global leaders.  Use the templates on this website.


· Postcards and letter writing – Download the template and write letters and postcards to decision-makers.


· Banners – Use the “Gender Equality to End Poverty” logo to make a banner for your demonstration, political rally or organization.

· Website postings and links – Post links about IWD on your organization’s website and announce IWD on your webpage. 


· Videos, films –GCAP will screen a photo video clip of GCAP women's actions. This is available for all to use at events on March 8th and on www.whiteband.org

Ideas for actions on IWD:
· Organize a postcard writing campaign in your local area. Mail postcards to local and national government leaders.

· Organize a viewing of the IWD video or other film dealing with a particular women’s issue.

· Organize policy events to raise awareness and visibility!
· Organize a Women’s Tribunal on Poverty.  Resources on how to run a tribunal can be provided.

· Organize rallies, demonstrations, public actions, policy panels, tribunals and forums.

· Hold political and cultural events to raise awareness about the feminization of poverty.
Material for e-mailing and postcard/letter writing are available for downloading on the GCAP website. Statistics and other substantive information is also available on the website through downloads and links to clip and paste in tailoring your message.  Web links to government sites are also available to help you look for the right person to e-mail your message.

The FTF looks forward to working hand in hand with national coalitions in bringing the messages of gender, poverty and inequality on March 8th.  Please contact Ana Agostino (ana@icae.org.uy ) or Rosa Lizarde (rosaencasa@aol.com) of the FTF with any questions or concerns.  

We encourage all partners to make a difference----think globally and act locally.  Take action this International Women's Day. Speak out for women’s rights!  Call for investing in women and girls!  Gender Equality to End Poverty! Do your share to ensure a brighter future for women and girls.  Join us in celebrating International Women’s Day.

Resources

International Women's Day (IWD) is the global day celebrating and honoring women’s achievements around the world through diverse actions and activities, ranging from political rallies, policy forums, conferences, women's craft markets, art exhibits, theatrical performances as well as personal actions, such as participating in e-campaigns and more. The date is commemorated at the United Nations and designated in many countries as a national holiday.  Annually on March 8th, thousands of events are held throughout the world to promote women’s visibility, gender equality and women’s empowerment.

For more information on IWD, please see the following links:

http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/women/womday97.htm
IWD logos: http://www.internationalwomensday.com/link.asp 
