
Bullets on Gender and 
Climate Change 
Gender, like poverty, is a cross cutting issue in climate change and needs to be recognized as such. In fact, gender and poverty are interrelated and create mutually reinforcing barriers to social change. It is widely acknowledged that the negative effects of Climate Change are likely to hit the poorest people in the poorest countries disproportionately, making them more vulnerable to Climate Change





The lack of attention to gender issues in climate change is a result of the overall resilience of negotiators to focus their attention on this issue. But also on the fact that poor and marginalized men and women have a limited ability to cope with adaptive and mitigative activities 







Mitigation is about preventing or limiting the occurrence of climate change. Mitigation focuses on tackling the very cause of climate change  and it has been  broadly recognize  that women socio-economic situation and   needs  must be a priority  in any sustainable development and  climate  change  mitigation strategies .  When addressing greenhouse gas removals and emissions it should include additional human-induced activities, specifically, forest management, cropland management, grazing, land management and re vegetation. In all the interventions designed to improve these supplies   women and girls play a crucial role especially in developing countries.

Vulnerability and adaptation are largely social issues and therefore the issue of gender should play a more explicit role in adaptation studies, projects and policy. Gender roles in society and in the division of labor should be acknowledged in the adaptation process. Climate change will have impacts on food security, freshwater supply, rural and urban settlements and their infrastructure, even if emissions would be curbed immediately.

Impacts of Climate Change on gender relations: Climate Change exacerbates shortfalls in water resources and fuel wood. Women and young girls usually have to spend more time to fetch water or wood, increasing their workloads and limiting their opportunities to be involved in non-traditional activities.
Moreover, spending more time on traditional reproductive tasks re-enforces traditional roles and magnify burdens of care resulting in a overload of work.  Therefore we can the effects of Climate Change can work against a change in which women might begin to play other roles. Climate Change has impact on gender equality that lead to changes in gender relations
. 































































� The Gender and Climate Change Network, 2004.


� WEDO, WEDO primer: women and sustainable development - A local Agenda, May 2001, � HYPERLINK "http://www.wedo.org/" �www.wedo.org�


�(Enarson, E., Gender and natural disasters, Working Paper No. 1, ILO, Geneva, Switzerland, 2000.)








� The Seventh Conference of the Parties (COP-7) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was held in Marrakech, Morocco, in November 2001. The meeting in Marrakech brought to a successful conclusion four years of intensive negotiations, primarily amongst the developed countries, on how to implement the Kyoto Protocol and the next phase of greenhouse gas emissions reductions. Several issues were discussed and agreed: ratify the Kyoto Protocol immediately (except USA); a solid resolution of outstanding technical points surrounding the development of the compliance regime; the setting up of the system of international trading of greenhouse gas reductions, especially between the developing and developed countries through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). In the Marrakech meeting, country participant came to an agreement on all major outstanding issues  in the Kyoto Protocol � HYPERLINK "http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/tiempo/portal/archive/issue42/t42a5.htm" ��http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/tiempo/portal/archive/issue42/t42a5.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://unfccc.int/methods_and_science/lulucf/items/3063.php" ��http://unfccc.int/methods_and_science/lulucf/items/3063.php�





� Outstanding issues such as the definitions of LULUCF activities under Article 3.3 and Article 3.4 and the rules for accounting of these activities were resolved and agreed on as part of the Marrakesh Accord� (COP 7 Marrakesh, October/November 2001)





� Barker, T., I. Bashmakov, A. Alharthi, M. Amann, L. Cifuentes, J. Drexhage, M. Duan, O. Edenhofer, B. Flannery, M. Grubb, M. Hoogwijk,F. I. Ibitoye, C. J. Jepma, W.A. Pizer, K. Yamaji, 2007: Mitigation from a cross-sectoral perspective. In Climate Change 2007: Mitigation.Contribution of Working Group III to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [B. Metz, O.R.Davidson, P.R. Bosch, R. Dave, L.A. Meyer (eds)], Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA page”  675


� FCCC/SBSTA/2008/2


�Huq, S., Rahman, A., Konate, M., Sokona, Y., Reid, H., Mainstreaming adaptation to climate change in Least Developed Countries (LDCs), IIED, London, UK, April 2003, � HYPERLINK "http://www.iied.org/" �www.iied.org�.)





�Lorena Aguilar (2004) Climate Change and Disaster Mitigation (IUCN) available on-line:


http://www.iucn.org/congress/women/Climate.pdf


� Nelson, Valerie et.al. (2002) ‘Uncertain predictions, invisible impacts, and the need to mainstream gender in Climate Change adaptation’ Gender and Development Vol. 10


� Cheryl Anderson (2002) ´Gender Matters: implications for climate variability and Climate Change and for disaster management in the pacific islands´ available on-line from � HYPERLINK "http://www.gencc.interconnection.org" ��www.gencc.interconnection.org�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.gencc.interconnection.org/resources.htm" ��http://www.gencc.interconnection.org/resources.htm�  and � HYPERLINK "http://www.genanet.de" ��http://www.genanet.de�.


 Most of these recommendations have been supported by the UNEP Women’s Assembly, held in Nairobi in October 2004


� FAO Side Event November 2007


� This means that all statistical social data should be disaggregated by gender, and in the reporting and evaluation of policies and measures, within both adaptation and mitigation, gender dimensions should be assessed


� UNDP 2007---I’m not sure what you are quoting or noting here.
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