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Naksa. Saludos desde mis comunidades multiétnicas en la Región Autónoma Atlántico Norte de Nicaragua y la Organización MADRE. Muchas gracias por permitirnos a las mujeres indígenas presentar nuestro punto de vista sobre este importante proceso.

We want the outcome of the September Summit to consider our concept of development. The dominant approach to the MDGs is based on the assumption that "development" will eventually flow from macro-economic policies – the same policies that have, in large measure, caused the crises that the goals are intended to address. The approach to development that has prevailed has been the strengthening of markets, cutting government spending, privatizing basic services, liberalizing trade, and producing goods primarily for export, the public and private partnership, and the result has been disastrous. The proposed outcome document does not reflect the impact on the lives of women and orphans of HIV/AIDS, or the relation between that model of development with displacement, migration, trafficking, forced prostitution and violence against women. 

Poverty has increased in our countries.
  The exploitation in our poor countries has contributed to the destruction of sustainable livelihood, accelerated loss of lands and natural resources, means of subsistence and displacement, assimilation and erosion of culture. Issues such as local traditional food systems, knowledge and livelihood, the threats to sustaining such systems, such as monoculture cash crop production for export, mineral extraction, environmental contamination and genetically modified seeds and technology, are issues that have to be addressed. 

The most dramatic result is the use of violence by our governments to impose such a model of development and economical measures when the poor resist in order to survive. This causes more problems of governance and democracy – problems that will not be solved by only creating a Fund to promote democracy, but by the recognition that the causes of exclusion, discrimination and poverty that we face, derive from deep structural and historical causes that can only be changed with political will, enough resources, and real participation of the poor, especially women.  

For indigenous peoples, despite the enormous diversity there is however coincidence over the basic elements of a model of self development. These follow.
1. Self-determination, understood as the possibilities of independent management of their territories and resources by their own institutions, exercising their right to self-government. 

2. Recovery of the sustainable culture as a base of the local economy to strengthen their capacities, to assure food security, as well as opportunities to participate in the market economies. 

3. The recovery and fortification of the local knowledge, spiritual, and rights systems. 

4. The access to use and to benefit of the collective communal property: territories, Natural Resources, biodiversity, collective intellectual knowledge. 

The problem that we face with the MDG’s is that the targets and indicators infuse neoliberal priorities into development policy using the language of human rights. They seek to “eradicate extreme poverty and hunger” (Goal 1), but rely on the discredited notion that economic growth at the national level (GNP) can eliminate poverty; and they assume that privatization of services is a strategy for— rather than an obstacle to—economic development.

For women it is crucial that the MDGs address our right to own and inherit property, sexual and reproductive health rights, violence including ethnic and gender based disadvantages and discriminations, and life long intercultural education to reduce poverty and counter discrimination. 

The implementation of MDGs should be consistent with internationally recognized human rights of women and Indigenous Peoples’s recalling the indivisibility of human rigths.  This means that gender equality and the recognition of Indigenous peoples as distinct peoples, the respect for our individual and collective rights to land and territories, and sustainable use of natural resources are crucial for the achievement of a just and sustainable solution to the widespread poverty.  

The MDGs rely heavily on the $1-per-day indicator of “absolute poverty.” This income-based measurement of poverty obscures the experience of millions of people, for whom poverty is not primarily a function of income, but of their alienation from sustainable patterns of consumption and production. Indigenous Peoples, for example, assert that poverty and wealth are determined primarily by access to, and control of, our natural resources and traditional knowledge, which are the sources of Indigenous culture and livelihoods. In Indigenous communities, human rights (namely, governments’ recognition of collective Indigenous rights over land, natural resources, and traditional knowledge) are the keys to development.

For example, violations of Indigenous Peoples’ right to sovereignty make our  communities uniquely vulnerable to the abuses of corporate globalization. In most places, corporations are not required to compensate or even consult with Indigenous communities before removing resources from our lands.  Historically, our knowledge has been developed, shared, and used collectively. But international trade rules   fail to recognize collective intellectual property. As a result, Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge is being appropriated by individuals and corporations seeking patent rights. From the perspective of multi-national corporations, these are trade issues. But from the perspective of the affected communities, these are fundamental issues of development and human rights. 

 If the MDGs are to meet the needs of poor communities around the world, they must be implemented with the recognition of the right to development.  Sustainable development—which depends on broad civic participation, social justice, and a fundamental shift in the balance of power—is sidelined by this failure of the MDGs to operate within a human rights framework.   Just as human rights principles must serve as our framework for implementing the MDGs, sustainable development must serve as our guiding strategy. 
The attainment of MDG must be rooted in human rights. Governments should ensure the absolute prohibition of racial discrimination and punish such violations, and should promote multicultural policies. The rapid adoption of a strong declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples is imperative.  The human rights approach of development, should be operationalized by UN Agencies and governments, including financial institutions, and should be the framework underpinning MDG and poverty reduction strategies. We urge governments to consider language proposed by women’s organizations and the IV Session of the Permanent Forum of IP Issues recommendation on MGDs for discussion of the September document. But mostly, we urge Governments and UN 
Agencies to include specific mechanisms of participation of civil society, women and Indigenous Peoples in the process of implementation and monitoring of the MDGs. 

Thank you.  

� The study done by Patrinos and col. on behalf of the World Bank evaluating the 1st Decade of Indigenous Peoples, demonstrates that in the case of IP in six countries en Latin America, there has been no change. 





