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1. Antecedentes

En enero de 2005 el Foro Social Mundial marcó el inicio del Llamado Mundial a la Acción contra la Pobreza destinado a promover la movilización ciudadana en todo el mundo en momentos clave del año 2005 para presionar a políticos, gobernantes y líderes del mundo a pasar a la acción. El Llamado se enmarca en un contexto de gran desigualdad mundial y un cuestionable progreso en el cumplimiento de las promesas hechas por los jefes de Estado en la Declaración del Milenio y el compromiso público de promover la consecución de los derechos humanos, la seguridad y el desarrollo sostenible incluyendo los ODM en el año 2000. El Llamado estaba abierto a todos aquellos grupos y particulares sin ánimo de lucro que desearan exigir a sus líderes respectivos las acciones necesarias hacia el programa político acordado. Desde su lanzamiento, miles de organizaciones de la sociedad civil han trabajado conjuntamente y millones de hombres y mujeres han participado en todo el mundo. Más de 80 países han sido testigos del nacimiento de plataformas nacionales, la cooperación entre redes ha sido fomentada y se han registrado éxitos importantes (en términos de objetivos generales no podríamos hablar de “victorias”).
A raíz del positivo impacto de las movilizaciones, de la fuerza adquirida mediante el trabajo conjunto con actores de todo el mundo, y de la mayor presión sobre agentes políticos clave, un grupo de los que han actuado más activamente en el llamado mundial ha decidido extender el calendario de actuación original y continuar la unión en solidaridad mundial y nacional más allá del 2005.
Antes de acordar los momentos de movilización y el programa político de futuros llamados a la acción, todos los grupos involucrados desean llevar a cabo una consulta abierta e inclusiva con el objetivo de recoger diferentes puntos de vista y sugerencias sobre el camino a seguir. 

Se han registrado algunas propuestas iniciales sobre la futura configuración del llamado a la acción más allá del 2005 basadas en los conocimientos adquiridos a lo largo del año. Éstas se han incluido en el documento de consulta de modo que los consultados puedan comentarlas y presentar propuestas alternativas si así lo desean. 

Particulares, organizaciones y redes que forman parte del Llamado Mundial a la Acción contra la Pobreza son animados a participar en la presente consulta. Las preguntas aspiran a ser muy abiertas, de modo que se dará la bienvenida a cualquier otro tema o comentario que se desee incluir. 
Igualmente se realizará una consulta abierta entre aquellos que no han sido activos en el Llamado Mundial a la Acción contra la Pobreza; éstos son especialmente animados a exponer el por qué de su decisión de no participar así como aquello que querrían ver para apoyar un llamado conjunto a la acción en el futuro. 
Los resultados de estas consultas, incluyendo la información adicional del Llamado (informes del Grupo Facilitador Internacional, Guías de Movilización, declaraciones a los medios, análisis político), serán revisados por consultores internos y externos en el proceso decidor sobre GCAP en el año próximo. 

La decisión final sobre el Llamado más allá del 2005 se tomará en una reunión de las plataformas nacionales y varias organizaciones regionales e internacionales, celebrada a principios del 2006 en Beirut (dirigirse a info@whiteband.org para más detalles). Cada plataforma nacional tomará su propia decisión sobre sus futuras participación y configuración.

2. Cuestionario
a. Política
Propuesta – El programa político acordado por el llamado a la acción en el 2005 puede necesitar una actualización para el 2006 y más allá. Debería continuar siendo un programa amplio concentrado en mensajes generales (vs. demandas políticas muy detalladas) y permitir así la unión entorno suyo de la sociedad civil. 

· En el 2005, el Llamado se concentró en la deuda, el comercio, la ayuda y los esfuerzos nacionales para eliminar la pobreza. ¿Hay algún otro tema que el Llamado debería tratar más allá de los cuatro anteriormente citados para ser más efectivo en las demandas regionales?
· ¿Ha reconocido el Llamado adecuadamente que la promoción de la igualdad y los derechos humanos de las mujeres es central en la consecución de los grandes objetivos políticos propuestos por el Llamado?

· ¿Tiene propuestas concretas sobre lo que deberíamos añadir/cambiar en el acuerdo de Johannesburgo?

b. Cuestiones generales
Propuesta – Que el Llamado se asegure de suponer un valor añadido para organizaciones y redes preexistentes en lugar de ocupar su espacio. 

· ¿Cuál es o debería ser el papel y valor añadido del Llamado Mundial en relación con otras redes, coaliciones, grupos y organizaciones existentes que trabajan en temas relacionados con la pobreza?
· ¿Qué tarea no debería emprender el Llamado Mundial dado que otros ya se encargan de ella?
c. Momentos de movilización mundial/nacional
Propuesta – Que necesitamos una mayor concentración en la acción nacional (en especial en el Sur) en lugar de grandes reuniones internacionales. Por ello, cada año debería haber sólo un momento de solidaridad mundial. Cada plataforma nacional será animada a decidir como mínimo otro momento de movilización nacional o regional. 
· ¿Está de acuerdo con la necesidad de concentrarnos en mayor medida en la acción nacional con más alcance hacia los movimientos sociales (en especial en el Sur) en lugar de grandes actos internacionales?
· ¿Cuáles deberían ser los momentos mundiales clave de cada año para la acción general? 
· En el caso de haber un solo momento de solidaridad mundial para la movilización contra la pobreza y hacia la justicia social, ¿cuándo debería ser?
d. Plataformas nacionales
Propuesta – Cada plataforma nacional debería estar abierta a todas aquellas organizaciones sin ánimo de lucro que apoyan el llamado a la acción. En el marco de una reunión abierta e inclusiva, la plataforma nacional debería revisar el progreso realizado durante el 2005 y acordar los objetivos de cambio  político y  el/los momento(s) nacional(es) de movilización en el año 2006, basado(s) en criterios de mayor oportunidad política.
· ¿Cómo podemos asegurar que las plataformas nacionales del Llamado conserven un enfoque autónomo y participativo, junto con el respecto a la diversidad y al amplio enfoque del llamado a la acción a nivel mundial?
· ¿Está de acuerdo con la identificación, por parte de las plataformas nacionales, de un momento como mínimo de movilización nacional en el 2006?
· ¿Qué tipo de papel pueden jugar las plataformas nacionales a nivel mundial? 
· ¿Qué grupos son clave para su trabajo en su contexto? ¿Qué tensiones ha registrado y cómo planea solucionarlas?
· Detalle por favor el perfil de su coalición en términos de composición (grupos de mujeres, grupos de credo, grupos de jóvenes, grupos de derechos humanos, sindicatos, etc.).
· En caso de responder en nombre de su una plataforma nacional, ¿cuáles son los planes concretos de su plataforma para el 2006 y años posteriores? 
e. Coordinación 
Propuesta – El llamado mundial a la acción debería concentrarse en la movilización conjunta para influenciar los procesos de toma de decisiones y no debería ocupar el espacio de organizaciones existentes. El Llamado Mundial debería existir sólo en su mínima expresión institucional. 
· Para alcanzar estos objetivos, cuál es la manera más abierta, equitativa,  transparente a la vez que eficiente de coordinación a nivel regional y mundial?

A nivel regional:

A nivel mundial:
· ¿Cómo podemos fortalecer la participación de grupos de jóvenes?

· ¿Cómo podemos promover y fortalecer la participación feminista y de mujeres en el Llamado a nivel mundial, regional y nacional? 
· ¿Hay otros grupos cuya participación debería ser también fortalecida y, de haberlos, cómo podría conseguirse?
f. Tu contribución
· ¿Cuál sería concretamente tu contribución personal/la contribución de tu organización/la contribución de tu plataforma al Llamado más allá del 2005:

Nivel nacional: 

Nivel regional: 
Nivel mundial: 

g. Información
· Nombre:


· Datos de contacto:

· Respondo:
- en calidad de particular y he participado en el Llamado de la siguiente manera/no he participado en el Llamado hasta el momento
- en nombre de la siguiente organización/red mundial 
- en nombre de la siguiente plataforma nacional 

Nota: la declaración de Johannesburgo será añadida al cuestionario
PREAMBLE

At the start of the 21st century more than a billion people are trapped in abject poverty. We face an AIDS emergency, with 40 million people already infected by the disease. 104 million children don’t go to primary school, and 860 million adults (most of them women) cannot read or write.  Hunger is a daily reality for many.  In parts of the world the death of mothers in childbirth and children in infancy is still routine - deaths that could be prevented by the availability of simple healthcare.  1.4  billion people don’t have access to safe water.  This poverty is a violation of human rights on a massive scale; it is compounded by the trade injustice that keeps people poor.  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights protects the rights of all people to an adequate standard of living and well-being, including food, clothing, housing, and medical care: rights whose achievement are undermined by unjust trade practices. 
Efforts to tackle poverty and deliver sustainable development, as pledged in the Millennium Declaration, are grossly inadequate.  Governments too often fail to address the needs of their citizens, aid from rich countries is inadequate in both quality and quantity, and promises of debt cancellation have not materialized.  Rich countries have yet to act on their repeated pledges to tackle unfair trade rules and practices.  
For the first time in history, we have the means to turn this situation around.  2005 is the year when we can make governments take action.  Acting on this opportunity, a group of NGOs, international networks, trade unions, religious groups and other civil society actors met in Johannesburg and agreed to launch a Global Call to Action Against Poverty.

The last few years have seen great global fragmentation and division.  People all over the world feel less secure and less safe than ever.  We believe that the world can unite again in solidarity against poverty.  We have agreed to undertake joint action and mobilization at key times in 2005.   We plan to link our actions symbolically by the wearing of a white band.

There is great diversity among our group, but we know that we will be more effective when we work together. We do not endeavour to reach absolute agreement on a detailed global policy platform, but we do want to pressure governments to eradicate poverty and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. We want 

· Trade justice

· Debt cancellation

· A major increase in the quantity and quality of aid 

· National efforts to eliminate poverty and achieve the Millennium goals that are sustainable and developed and implemented in a way that is democratic, transparent, and accountable to citizens

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty is an alliance of both South and North; it is not a membership organization.  Any non-profit organization willing to support the core message and joint action is invited to become involved.  The main level of co-ordination will be national platforms, layered under regional networks.  National activities will be home grown, will include national priorities and national demands and will build on existing initiatives.  Mass mobilization and people-centred advocacy will be key to the campaign.

An International Facilitation Group was established in Johannesburg to take this work forward, in consultation with all involved.
(1). POLICY CHANGE OBJECTIVES

There is great diversity among our group, but we know that we will be more effective when we work together. We do not endeavour to reach absolute agreement ona detailed global policy platform, but we do want to pressure governments to eradicate poverty and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. We want 

· Trade justice

· Debt cancellation

· A major increase in the quantity and quality of aid

· National efforts to eliminate poverty and achieve the Millennium goals that are sustainable and developed and implemented in a way that is democratic, transparent, and accountable to citizens

· While specific objectives will be determined by national priorities and contexts, the following texts reflects the Johannesburg meeting policy discussion

· We recognise that meeting the MDGs is a first step to achieving the goal of eliminating poverty.

Trade

Trade has become the vehicle for the indiscriminate liberalization of developing country economies and the imposition of harmful conditions, instead of supporting sustainable development, poverty eradication and gender equity.

We want trade rules and policies that ensure the right of developing countries to pursue their own development agendas, putting their people’s interests first.  

In 2005, we will call on the WTO, international financial institutions and national governments to:

· Enact measures to protect public services from enforced liberalization and privatisation, secure the right to food and affordable access to essential drugs, and strengthen corporate accountability.

· Increase accountability and transparency of governments and international organisations to their grassroots constituencies in the formulation of international trade rules and national trade policies, while ensuring consistency of trade policies with respect for workers’ rights, and human rights more broadly.   
· Immediately end dumping and rich country subsidies that keep people in poverty.

Aid & Debt

Governments and international institutions must urgently provide the major increase in resources necessary for the eradication of poverty and the achievement of the MDGs, through: 

· Aid and debt cancellation that is not tied to contracts with donor countries, or linked to economic conditions that hurt people in poverty.

· A total cancellation of the unpayable debt of poor countries, by way of a fair and transparent process.

· Realisation of the 0.7% target on aid and ensuring aid is directed to achieving development objectives. 
· Ensuring that aid supports rather than undermines, community and country defined development priorities.

· Exploring innovative taxes and mechanisms for raising finance for development.

National-level Action

We call on governments to:

· Adapt the promises in the global Millennium Declaration and apply the Millennium Development Goals to the national context.

· Reflect the rights of all citizens (women and men), in the legal, policy and budgetary frameworks and processes, recognising historical gender imbalances.

· Actively involve civil society and the poor, particularly socially excluded groups, in the formulation of national development priorities, policies and plans.

· Ensure that adequate domestic and external resources are allocated to providing accessible quality public services for all.

· Be fully accountable and transparent in the use of public resources and aggressively fight corruption.

· Exercise the right to nationally determine policies and practices that benefit the majority of citizens, and resist potentially harmful, externally driven conditions imposed by international institutions and agreements.

MDG Process

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty campaign will develop specific policy objectives for the UN Summit to maximise the impact of the Millennium Declaration and the MDG process on poverty alleviation These objectives will, in particular, allow national campaigns to drive specific policy and crosscutting objectives in addition to trade, aid and debt.

Crosscutting Issues

In all the aforementioned objectives, we call on governments, international institutions and civil society actors to uphold principles of human rights and accountable governance, to oppose social exclusion and discrimination based on race, caste, HIV status and minority classification (including on sexual and religious grounds), sustainable development and, further, to ensure gender justice and uphold women’s rights as well as child rights.

(2). TITLE, SLOGAN, LOGO

A single global title for the mobilisation is needed to provide focus, cohesion and to maximise impact of activity. National and sectoral campaigns will have differing emphases and names: these can be used in conjunction with the global title. National and sectoral campaigns will include more motivating language, with the global title being broad and significant. 

Criteria for the global title are:

· Clear and descriptive

· Simple language

· Realistic

· Global

· Active

· Not time specific

The group co-ordinating the outcomes from the small meetings debated the naming issue extensively and asked that the following options be considered in the plenary session:

· Make Poverty History

· No Excuses, Make Poverty History

· Call to Action 2005

On the issue of the logo, it was thought that a global logo would help to unify and identify disparate themes and activities. The white band theme was supported, and input is sought on how to use this across regions. It was also decided that professionals would develop all final designs. 

After extensive discussion, the meeting resolved to use the title “Global Call to Action against Poverty.” (Henceforth referred to G-CAP).
(3). JOINT MOBILISATION 

It was agreed that the campaign would undertake global joint mobilisations at four key times in 2005. 

· December 2004 to January 2005: warm up/roll out event. The group shortlisted three possible options to launch the mobilisation: Skip A Million Meals on December 10th (Human Rights Day, 2004), Greeting Card Action and the 1st January stunt. National platforms would launch the G-CAP during this period with whichever option they prefer in their national and regional context. The G-CAP 2005 will further be presented to the World Social Forum in January 2005. The event will focus on actions and media coverage.

· 1st July 2005: White Band day. While recognising that there will potentially be a number of mobilisations and demonstration on and around the G8 meeting, the aim of G-CAP will be to undertake a mass global mobilisation on one day immediately before the 2005 G8 meeting

· September 2005: UN Millennium Development Summit – White Band day II (date to be decided once UN announces Summit dates).

· WTO Ministerial: Planned for December 2005, this will be a crucial meeting, and it was resolved that G-CAP will work with those trade networks and campaigns which are already working on strategies around this meeting

On these days, the mobilisation will undertake to co-ordinate global mass action by civil society to underline global solidarity. The aim of ‘White Band Day’ will be to get everyone around the world that wants to end poverty to wear a white band on those days. 

In addition, the campaign recognises key dates in the international civil society calendar where we should support the actions that are already planned for April/May:

· Global Week of Action on Trade, 10th – 16th April

· Global Action on Week on Education, 26th to 30th April

· Civil society actions around the World Bank/IMF Spring Meetings, April

· The International Workers Day on the 1st of May.

National platforms will be encouraged to participate in these events. Moreover, there will be additional civil society mobilisations, which will be linked to these efforts. 

(4). NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS/PLATFORMS  AND OUTREACH

At the national level the coordinating structure should be referred to as the National Campaign Group or Committee.

(A preliminary set of principles might guide the national processes):

· The definition of national strategies must be home grown to promote national ownership.

· The national campaign must remain open, inclusive and participatory.

· National campaigns must be built on the practical needs, concerns and efforts of local people and (grassroots) groups.

· The campaign must be CSO-led and focus on sustainable and long term national processes.

· The campaign must encourage equal status and equal participation by all organizations.

· INGOs (international non-government organizations) should only play an enabling role (and not a leadership role) in developing countries.

· While we refer to 'national campaigns', it is understood that actions at national level be coordinated by other entities, such as platforms, coalitions, or networks.

(An additional set of strategies and actions might facilitate national processes):

· Organization of mobilizations around key national events (budget, specific laws, etc.).

· Monitoring and preparing shadow reports.

· Establishment of partnerships with key networks and strong linkages with all relevant processes.

· A deliberate effort to achieve a broad outreach that will include trade unions, NGOs, CBOs, the media, the private sector, FBOs, MPs, other interest groups and local authorities.  

(5). INTERNATIONAL FACILITATION GROUP 

Co-ordination on the global level

G-CAP is an alliance: it is not a membership organization. Any non-profit organisation willing to support the core messages and joint actions through mobilisation and participation in the events and actions is invited to join with current participants. The main level for co-ordination, advocacy work and mobilisation will be national platforms layered under regional networks. 

However there is a need for co-ordination and information exchange on the global level. Two principles should guide this global co-ordination. To create the momentum we need for our joint efforts we should aim at the maximum possible participation and transparency for all organisations, and at the same time develop a flexible and light mechanism that allows us to act and react quickly.

Engagement in G-CAP means being involved through 2005, which is the current mandate of this mobilisation.

Global Action Forum

All civil society organisations who are interested in taking part in the global co-ordination and linking the global campaign to national and regional networks should be regularly informed and consulted on key plans and decisions. They will form the Global Action Forum, the core of which would be the participants of the Johannesburg meeting, however, remaining open to other interested stakeholders. Involvement would be organised through a list serve that allows information exchange on national and regional activities as well as information and consultation on the global co-ordination. Since this global forum would be relatively big and hopefully a growing group, a smaller Facilitation Committee would need to serve as a working group of this broader forum.

International Facilitation Group

The main task of the Facilitation Group is to facilitate and support the participating national/ regional coalitions and networks. The mandate of the group is defined by the policy objectives and mobilisation plans decided by the Johannesburg meeting. The group has this mandate until the end of the year 2005:

· Facilitate outreach to encourage a wide range of organizations to become involved in G-CAP.

· Develop a logo and slogan as well as other common material (e.g. toolkits and for all countries/groups willing to participate in the action)

· Facilitate co-ordination of policy development and share information on lobbying opportunities.

· Facilitate the preparation of the white bands or other agreed symbolic actions

· Liase with participating organisations and others (including the UK 2005 G8 Group and the UN) to ensure effective planning and coordination of events and actions internationally. 

· Undertaking international coordination of planned events and actions.

· Ensure information flow up and down by regular consultation with the Global Action Forum (by regular monthly updates, sharing agendas minutes of the Co-ordination Group for comments and inputs)

· The IFG will not undertake fundraising activities.

· Any initiatives at national level will only be taken in co-operation with the national coalition there

Guidelines for media work to be developed by the IFG
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