Criteria for Attending GCAP February 2006 meeting

1. Principles:

· The meeting will be a wide participation and representation meeting.

· The overall participation list must ensure an appropriate diversity, gender and geographical balance, for example it shouldn’t be full of people from the host country or region.

· No one should be excluded because of a lack of resources. If they are eligible but don’t have enough resources then the cost should be provided. If they are not eligible they shouldn’t come whether they pay for themselves or not.

· The overall numbers of places needs to be limited rather than the number of supported places being limited (otherwise this will bias northern and resource rich organisations). 

· If there is an over demand for the meeting, the limits below shall be used.

· There must be proper translation facilities for English, Spanish, French and Arabic.

2. Suggested Criteria and Numbers

	Who
	Approx No. of People

	National Coalitions

Each national coalition of GCAP is allowed to send one person. This person must be put forward following an open meeting to which all national members of the coalition are invited. If needed the travel and accommodation costs will be provided.  If the country has a population of over 100m people an extra place will be available.
	80 (60)

	Regional Representation

Each region will also be allowed to send up to three people. If needed the travel and accommodation costs will be provided. 
	15 (9)

	International Organisations/NETWORKS 

International Organisations will be allowed to send one person to the meeting to represent their organisation. 
	20 (5)

	Working Groups 

Two nominations per working group are allowed to attend the meeting (Lobby & Policy, Media, Mobilisation, New Media, WTO, UN Working Group, Outreach, Youth, and Feminist Task Force).
	18 (9)

	New Members

International or national organisations that are not yet part of GCAP are able to send people – but the list needs to be agreed in advance so that diversity and regional spread can be ensured. A deadline of 11th January should be set for such nominations.
	20 (10)

	Co-ordination support  - 

A small number of people will need to be accredited who are available to support the meeting’s arrangements.
	5 (3)

	TOTAL
	158 (96 )


3. Budget Implications

Whilst the date, agenda and other logistics can be determined independently of the criteria for attendance - the budget must be set at the same time. The above table has in brackets approximate numbers of the delegates who will require support based on previous GCAP meetings. 

We need the host organisation to confirm a quote and we need those who are able to centrally finance the meeting to agree they can cover these costs before the meeting can go ahead. Therefore the following timetable is suggested:

· Nov 23rd – Co-chairs meeting provisionally agrees criteria and numbers

· Nov 30th – Host organisation confirms the budget based on the proposed numbers

· Dec 5th – Those who can make financial contributions have indicated how much they can provide.

· Dec 7th – Co-chairs meeting makes final decision on criteria and numbers in light of the resources available. The registration forms are agreed at this stage too.

