Draft policy platform for plenary

Aid, Debt & Financing for Development

Governments and international institutions must urgently provide the major increase in the quality and quantity of resources necessary for the eradication of poverty and inequality, the achievement of the MDGs, gender equality and guarantee the rights of children and youth. These resources must also address environmental degradation, workers rights and interests of marginalized groups including indigenous peoples. These resources must be predictable and allocated through democratic channels in consultation with civil society. We call on Governments and Institutions to:

· Meet (and/or) exceed the 0.7% target on (real) aid and ensuring aid is directed to achieving development objectives

· Deliver quality universal health and education systems. Meet the pledges on Education for all, Polio, Malaria and TB and the universal access to HIV / AIDS, prevention, treatment and care.  

· Ensure that aid supports rather than undermines, community and country defined development priorities and (programs that respond to women’s rights .

· Ensure aid that is not tied to contracts with donor countries or linked to economic conditionalities that harm people, communities and the environment.

· Implement innovative international taxes and mechanisms for raising finance for development which is additional to 0.7% ODA-obligations.

· Fully honour the Paris principles on harmonisation and aid effectiveness.

· Ensure sex dessagregated data in monitoring aid effectiveness ( DELETE: for monitoring gender sensitive progress assessments, performance monitoring and indicators for aid effectiveness.)
· 
OR

· Much of the debt in poor and middle income countries is odious, illegitimate and unpayable. We therefore demand immediate, total and unconditional cancellation of this debt to free up resources for human development. 

· Reverse the flight of hundreds of billions of Dollars of capital from poor countries and identify and repatriate stolen assets by taking action against tax heavens, financial institutions, multinationals and others facilitating this resource leakages.
· Democratically (regulate or reform):

· International Financial Institutions to make them accountable to fulfilling social, environmental and development goals. 

· Their domestic financial institutions including Central Banks 

· and subordinate the role of the private sector to fulfilling social, environmental and development goals.

· Establish a better regulatory framework for the world economy to overcome the market fundamentalism. Gradually realize a worldwide Eco-Social Market Economy through a fair Global / Planetary Contract.IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THIS MEANS. IT IS A HUMAN RIGHTS APPROACH ….
· Allow full policy space for all developing countries in order for them to implement their own development priorities including those having an impact on the creation of decent work.

· (Needs a different opening sentence) We support collective developing countries strategies for the repudiation of all odious and illegitimate debts where debt cancellation measures are inadequate or failing to enable poor countries to reach the MDGs and provide basic social services. There is too much a reference to MDGs platform and there are other previous UN Commitments much better than the MDGs. For Women´s rights there is the Beijing and its review that far exceeds the MDGs 
· National institutional governance and government accountability
· We call on all governments should be fully accountable and transparent and fulfilling their commitments and public resources in aggressively fight corruption including from private corporations 

· To identify and repatriate illegal capital and resources and return stolen assets

· Ensure gender justice and uphold children´s rights and security

· We appeal to Northern government not to impose conditionalities and policies that harm Southern governments

· Ensure gender justice and uphold women’s rights

· We call on all governments to ensure provision of full and productive employment as well as decent and safe work for all

· Actively involve civil society, the poor particularly women, children and socially secluded groups, in formulation, decision making and implementation of international and national development priorities, policies and plans 

· Ensure adequate domestic and external resources allocated to providing accessible quality universal public services (health, education & utilities) for all

· Reflect and protect socio-economic, cultural, civil rights of all citizens (men, women & children) in legal, policy budgetary frameworks and processes recognising historical gender imbalances

· Governments should allow and support freedom of expression including freedom of the press and association

· Governments should support more inclusive and participatory processes of democracy respecting the national realities and diversities

· Ensure political commitments needed to combat HIV/AIDS

· Governments must deliver comprehensive protection of children – physical, social and economic. (from youth & children group. Note: this would be, for example, for children associated with armed forces, children subject to hazardous forms of child labour, children in conflict with the law, children being trafficked etc]
· Governments must deliver mechanisms for meaningful participation of  children and young people in decisions that affect them, politically, socially and economically. (from youth & children group.)
· Delivery of quality universal health and education systems. (from youth & children group. Note: the group strongly want to see the emphasis on healthcare and education brought out rather than bland commentary on ‘poverty eradication’. ‘quality’, ‘universal’ and ‘systems’ are all important words in this regard. The emphasis needs to be the lead from national governments backed by donors through more predictable effective aid.)

Trade

· Developing countries need the freedom to pursue their own development agendas, putting their peoples’ interests first. 

· Trade rules and policies should support sustainable livelihoods, promote gender equity and lead to poverty eradication as well as the equitable distribution and access to land and natural resources, especially for indigenous people and women.

· However, international trade rules and policies and the imposition of harmful economic conditionalities have become the vehicle for the indiscriminate liberalization of developing country economies undermining sustainable development, increasing poverty and inequality.

· Therefore, we call on national governments, reminding them of their international human rights obligations, to use their influence at the World Trade Organization, the International Financial Institutions and in regional and bilateral trade agreements to

1. Ensure developing countries are not forced to open their markets and have the flexibility to use tariffs for sustainable economic development 

2. Protect public services from enforced liberalization and privatization, 

3. Ensure a fair price for commodities

4. Secure the right to food 

5. Secure access to essential drugs

6. Reject harmful regional and bilateral trade agreements including EPAs and the FTAA

Also to

7. Immediately end subsidies that lead to the dumping of cheap produce on international markets.

8. Regulate businesses to make them democratically accountable to people and governments for their social, environmental and development impacts

9. Increase transparency and accountability to grassroots constituencies in the formulation of international trade rules and national trade policies.

Peace & human security

Preamble:

· Human security rather than military security is the priority for the world today. Conflicts destroy livelihoods, undermine democratic processes and eat up resources that should be directed to development and social equity. Investing in human security best prevents conflict and builds peace. 
· Armed conflict and militarization exacerbate violence against women and girls, with the attendant consequence of HIV infections.
· The protection of citizens is a universal obligation of all states and the international democratic institutions.

Text for inclusion in the section on trade policy demands

The pursuit of military security drives the rearmament and proliferation of arms on our planet. It diverts resources away from development and is a direct threat to human security. Growing militarism and rearmament reduces political space and public accountability of states, diverts development financing and ultimately, renders lasting peace illusive and unrealisable.

Text for inclusion in the section on FFD policy demands

The design of post-conflict reconstruction programmes should enshrine economic justice, gender equality, poverty eradication and public accountability. It should not be used to exploit natural resources or the adoption of negative macro-economic policy prescriptions such as un-transparent privatisation, trade liberalisation and austerity budgets.
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