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JOHN SAMUEL
John Samuel is the International Director of Actionaid International, leading the Governance and Democracy work of Actionaid worldwide and responsible for managing the work of the organisation in the Asia- Pacific Region. He is based in Bangkok.

 

John Samuel has been actively involved in social mobilisation, human rights and social justice advocacy, public policy research and institution building for more than twenty years both at the grassroots level and internationally. Prior to joining Actionaid International, he was instrumental in establishing the National Centre for Advocacy Studies in 1993( www.ncasindia.org) in India and served as its Chief Executive till 2003. John is the Founder and Co-editor of Infochange News and Features(www.infochangeindia.org), the most frequented daily development news channel in South Asia. He has initiated or helped to found number of national and international organisations, including the Centre for Communication and Development Studies, Centre for Governance and Budget Accountability, Bodhigram India  and INASIA(Colombo). He has facilitated more than 300 capacity building programme on human rights, advocacy and development wherein around  six thousand activists and development professionals from around fifty countries across the world participated. 
John serves on the Board of number of national and international organisations and serves as an Adviser to the UN Millennium Development Goals Campaign and as member of the Civil Society Advisory Board of the Commonwealth Foundation.  He was a member of the working group on Governance of the Planning Commission of India .He also served as an adviser to many International Organisations , Alliances and UN agencies.  He has been actively involved in number of national and international campaigns for accountable governance, rights of the marginalised communities and trade justice. He is one of the founding members of GCAP (Global Call for Action Against Poverty).
 

John Samuel has a multidisciplinary academic background. He was a fellow at the Advocacy Institute, Washington. He has also been a Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex. He has delivered lectures Universities and Academic Institutions in different parts of the world. He has around two hundred articles/papers and four books to his credit. He is the initiator and the Co-Editor of the Citizens Report on Governance and Development and the Co-convener of the National Social Watch Coalition, India.
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ROBERTO BISSIO
Uruguayan citizen, born December 29, 1951 in Montevideo

Current position: Director of Instituto del Tercer Mundo (Third World Institute)

Roberto Bissio, from Uruguay, has written as a journalist on development issues since 1975. He is a executive director of the Instituto del Tercer Mundo (Third World Institute), a non-profit research and advocacy organization based in Uruguay. He is in charge of the secretariat of the Social Watch network and edits the yearly Social Watch report, which reflects the input of citizen coalitions in 60 countries monitoring the implementation of international social development commitments.

Bissio is also a member of Third World Network's international committee and of the civil society advisory group to the UNDP administrator. He serves on the board of WEDO (Women’s Environment and Development Organization, based in NY) and of the Montreal International Forum. He is co-chair of the lobby and policy working group of GCAP.

Social Watch

As one of the convenors of the “Development Caucus” during the Social Summit process (1993-95) Roberto helped create “Social Watch” and coordinated this international NGO network since 1995, leading the expansion of its membership from the initial 13 NGOs to a current active presence in about 60 countries.

Addressed the inaugural session of the Geneva Forum and chaired the “president’s panel” on An Enabling Environment and Resources for Social Development during the Copenhagen+5 special session of the UN General Assembly in June 2000. http://www.socialwatch.org 

Third World Network (TWN)

Founding member of TWN (1984) and current member of its International Committee, in charge of the Latin American secretariat. Participated actively in the MAI and WTO campaigns (1997-1999).

Latin American and Caribbean NGO Network on MDBs

Promoted (together with Bank Information Center) the creation of “RedBancos” (in Guadalajara, 1994), to monitor regionally the policies of the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank, implemented the establishment of its secretariat in Montevideo, supervised its functioning and helped organize the transfer of the secretariat to Colombia in 1998.

World Rainforest Movement

Organized the establishment of the secretariat in Montevideo and assisted the process of institutionalizing WRM as an independent organization (1998). Submitted testimony before the House Subcommittee on Human Rights of the House Foreign Affairs Committee of the US Congress on behalf of WRM on September 1990 on "Environmental and Social Impact of US AID in Latin America"

World Guide

Created the "World Guide" (formerly “Third World Guide”, a reference book on the countries of the world and the major global environment and development issues, first published in Spanish in 1979), published in English by New Internationalist.

ICTs and information policies

Founded the first Uruguayan provider of Internet services to the public (“Chasque”) in 1989 and started in 1991 the NGONET project to promote the use of Information and Communication Technologies by Southern NGOs to better participate in international decision-making processes, particularly the Earth Summit (1992) and the Cairo conference on population and development (1994). Contributed to the drafting of the UNDP information disclosure policy (IDP) in 1996 and was appointed as member of its Oversight Panel. 

Others

Participated in the Uruguayan student movement since 1968 (elected representative of the architecture students to the government of the University in 1974), in different human rights and Uruguayan solidarity organizations in exile (1975-1984) and was elected president of a housing cooperative in Montevideo (1987-1989)
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e-mail: rbissio@chasque.net
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CHRISTIANE OVERKAMP

Ms. Christiane Overkamp is Secretary General of CIDSE, a network of 15 Catholic Development agencies based in Europe and North America who work with partners in Africa, Asia and Latin America. CIDSE does advocacy work on international social justice issues focussing on trade and food security, resources for development and debt relief and global governance.

In 2005 CIDSE member agencies are doing a joint campaign around the Millennium Development Goals. They are mobilising their constituencies calling the G8 leaders to demonstrate their country's commitment to eradicating poverty by: doubling aid and improving aid quality; cancelling debt that prevents the achievement of the Goals and ending dumping and letting developing countries protect their farmers. CIDSE and its member organisations are closely involved in the Global Call to Action against Poverty, CIDSE member organisations are participating in national GCAP platforms in France, Germany, the UK, Ireland, the Netherlands, Italy, Austria, Switzerland and Canada, Spain, USA and Belgium. Ms. Overkamp is member of the International Facilitation Group and Co-chair of the Policy Group of GCAP.  

Prior to her assignment at CIDSE, Ms. Overkamp was working with CIDSE member agency Misereor in Germany in the area of advocacy.  She was a co-founder and chair of the German Jubilee Campaign and played a key role in the preparation of the Human Chain on the occasion of the G7 meeting in Cologne in June 1999.  She was also closely involved in the 1995 World Social Summit that she attended as a NGO member of the German Government Delegation.

Ms. Overkamp has a background in Political Sciences and Sociology. She is a member of the General Assembly of the Heinrich Böll Foundation.
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16, rue Stévin - B-1000 Brussels
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E-mail : overkamp@cidse.org
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KUMI NAIDOO

Kumi Naidoo is the Secretary General and CEO of CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation, an international alliance of civil society organisations dedicated to strengthening citizen participation and civil society worldwide.  

CIVICUS has been playing an active role in uniting civil society organisations around the MDGs and to develop a common advocacy agenda around the MDGs.  As a result of this work, Kumi is now chairing the International Facilitation Group of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty, that are planning joint civil society mobilisations around trade, debt, aid and demands to national governments in 2005.

Kumi was previously the founding director of the South African NGO Coalition during which time he served on the task team to draft new NGO legislation. He has also worked extensively in adult education and social and economic justice work in South Africa. He has published several articles on NGOs, civil society and youth and resistance politics in South Africa. 

An activist of the ANC since a very young age, he was expelled from school at age 15 for his anti-apartheid activities and subsequently went into exile for a number of years. He returned to South Africa in the early 1990s and was centrally involved in the first democratic elections in 1994.  

Kumi holds a doctorate in political science from Oxford University where he was a Rhodes Scholar.  He currently serves as the chairperson of the Partnership for Transparency Fund, which supports civil society efforts to eradicate corruption, and is a board member of the Association for Women’s Rights in Development.  

He was appointed by the UN Secretary General to the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN Civil Society Relations.  

CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation

CIVICUS House 24 Pim corner Quinn Sts.

Newtown 2001 Johannesburg, South Africa

Tel: +27 11-833-5959 Fax: +27 11 833-7997

Email: kumi@civicus.org; kumi_gcap@civicus.org
www.civicus.org
ALISON MARSHALL

Alison is Advocacy Manager at the NGO Network organisation BOND (British Overseas NGOs for Development), based in London.  BOND has nearly 300 members spanning a wide spectrum of development specialisms.  BOND works to initiate and support collective advocacy by UK development NGOs on a range of issues, addressing targets such as the UK Government, the European Union and International Institutions.  In 2005 BOND provided the chair and institutional support for the UK Make Poverty History coalition.  

In her previous role as Head of Campaigns at CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development) Alison was a member of the UK Make Poverty History co-ordination team.  She also played a key role in the planning and implementation of CIDSE’s (European network of Catholic development agencies) 2005 trade, aid and debt campaigning.  Previously she was a member of the UK’s Jubilee Debt Campaign board and the Trade Justice Movement planning group.  Now Alison represents the Europe region on the Global Call to Action (GCAP) International Facilitation Team and also currently represents the UK in GCAP fora.

Alison has had plenty of experience of working with the media including giving live interviews on television and radio.  In 2005 she represented the UK Make Poverty History campaign as the civil society speaker in a major eve of G8 event in St Pauls Cathedral.  Speaking alongside Kofi Annan, the Bishop of London, the Chairman of Marks and Spencer, Wahu Kaara and The Chancellor Gordon Brown, she made the case for debt cancellation, trade justice and more and better aid in front of an audience over 3,000.  Later in the year, she again spoke ahead of Gordon Brown on the Make Poverty History agenda in front of an audience of a thousand.  Alison is a regular panellist and chair at civil society events.

Alison studied geography at Cambridge University and rural development at the University of Sussex, UK.  She has travelled extensively.

BOND, Regent’s Wharf, 8 All Saints Street, London N1 9RL

Tel: +44 (0)20 7837 8344   Direct line: +44 (0)20 7520 0258

amarshall@bond.org.uk
www.bond.org.uk
ANA AGOSTINO

Ana Agostino was born in Uruguay where she worked for a long time in the development sector, particularly in the area of income generating projects. She went to live for the first time in Africa in 1988 on a South-South Cooperation programme and worked in Kenya and Zimbabwe with religious-based organisations in the area of economic empowerment. She has lived in South Africa for over a decade. In the first post-apartheid years she worked with a rural development organisation where she helped establish the Rural Women’s Initiative in Limpopo, one of the provinces in South Africa with the highest percentage of rural population. One of the aims of the Initiative was to empower rural women.

Ana has been a political activist in her own country, where she was part of the student movement that fought against the military dictatorship that ruled Uruguay from 1973 to 1984. She was involved in the international solidarity movement in support of Nicaragua and was part of the first Uruguayan youth coffee brigade in 1986. She was also involved in international solidarity during the years she lived in Germany in the early 90s, mainly around the campaign that highlighted the rights of indigenous and other oppressed peoples of the Americas during the 1992 Celebrations of the 500 years of the “Conquista”.

Ana studied Social Work in Uruguay, did post-graduate studies at the University of Bremen in Germany and holds a PhD in Development Studies from the University of South Africa (UNISA). She has been a Research Fellow at the UNISA Centre for Latin American Studies and at the Department of Development Studies. She has published numerous articles in accredited journals in Spanish, English and Portuguese. Her main area of research is post-development. She has also co-edited two books. Ana has been guest lecturer at the Masters Programme in Social Work at the University of the Republic in Uruguay and has presented seminars and lectures on the topic of post-development in Uruguay and in South Africa. She makes regular presentations with community based organisations in Uruguay.

Ana has worked for many years as a foreign correspondent in Southern Africa for Uruguayan media, covering mainly socio economic and cultural news. She covered all the main UN Conferences that took place in South Africa (HIV/AIDS, Racism, Sustainable Development). She has also written and done translations for the international feminist magazine Lola Press. She is a member of the Editorial Team of Convergence, ICAE’s quarterly, and last year she was the guest editor for a special issue on Education and the MDGs. 

She has worked for ICAE for several years and in the last period with the aim of strengthening the work of the Council in the Southern Africa region. In that capacity she was part of the team that launched Gender and GCAP in Africa in June 2005. She is the representative of the Feminist Task Force in the International Facilitation Team.
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