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PRESS RELEASE: 8 September 2006

GCAP: Now more than Ever, Our Voices Must Be Heard!

Summary: Statement by GCAP on the denial of entry of some civil society representatives to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank (WB) Meetings in Singapore and International People’s Forum

The Global Call to Action against Poverty, the world’s largest ever anti-poverty movement, joins the chorus of civil society organizations the world over in condemning the reports that a number of civil society representatives have been “blacklisted” and denied entry into Singapore for the Annual Meetings of the World Bank and IMF. Despite having formal accreditation from the WB and the IMF to participate in the Meetings these groups are being denied the right to raise critical voices against the work of these organizations.

We also express our concern and indignation over the recent moves of governments in Singapore and Indonesia to prevent the peaceful assembly of civil society organization representatives in time for the annual meeting of the IMF-WB in Singapore to be held from September 14th – 18th. Though we are pleased and welcome the recent decision of the Indonesian government to allow the events to actually take place,  this whole situation has clearly been an attempt to undermine civil society’s ability to discuss the IMF and WB.  
GCAP also questions the IMF-WB’s commitment in enhancing citizens’ voices in IMF-WB discussions, for selecting Singapore as the site of its Annual Meetings, in spite of its controversial human rights record. 


Ironically, the agenda of the Annual IMF-WB Meetings will be to focus on reforming the governance structures of these Bretton Woods institutions, including enhancing the transparency of selection of its leaders.

“The banning of some individuals trying to travel to the International People’s Forum and the WB-IMF meetings is a sad reminder of how fragile the respect of our fundamental right to speak and assemble freely,” Marivic Raquiza, GCAP Asia Convenor, and one of the organizers of the Poverty and Debt Tribunal, asserts.  “But we take this latest setback on the infringement of our rights, as a challenge for us to double our efforts to expand the democratic space. Our voices, now more than ever, must be heard!” 

“This exposes the double speak of the International Financial Institutions as well as the poor record of the Singapore government. It is a complete denial of the right of expression of the people. We demand the Singapore government reverse their decision by the Singapore authorities to exclude accredited delegates and make a commitment to the right to assemble and the right to express. We also call on the president of the World Bank to join our condemnation of the Singaporean government and demand all accredited organizations be granted entry to Singapore for the Annual Meetings.”

John Samuel, GCAP spokesperson

Kumi Naidoo, Secretary General of CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation welcomed the announcement that the banning of the International People's Forum has been reversed, but noted that: 

"We remain shocked that such an infringement was even considered and highly concerned that some organisations still appear to have been prevented from entering Singapore. The voices of interested and active citizens from around the world must be heard at such a forum and attempts to silence them indicate an appalling lack of respect for people's rights to assemble and speak freely. 

The selection of Singapore, with its contentious human rights record, as the venue for the annual IMF/WB meeting had already been questioned, but these latest actions make a complete mockery of the institutions' and host countries' stated commitment to human rights, as well as participation and transparency. May the reconvened International People's Forum send the message once and for all that we have the right to come together and our voices must be heard."
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