GCAP-Philippines: Gender Equality to End Poverty!
 

This was the banner slogan of the GCAP-Philippines contingent of more than 150 women who joined the creative activities of the March 8 International Women's Day celebration organized by Martsa ng Kababaihan/Komite Marso 8 (Women's March/March 8 Committee) which was held at the Risen Garden in Quezon City Hall Quadrangle.  

 

GCAP women members from the different organizations actively participated in the celebration with the theme "Women Recharge, Women Take Charge: Unite in the Struggle against Gloria on Crimes against Women" by bringing the gender equality and reproductive rights issues at the core of the program. GCAP members highlighted the need to achieve gender equality as a key element to end poverty. 

 
The March 8 activity for GCAP was a launching pad for creative form of protests against the government's neglect on the issues and demands of women, particularly on social services, reproductive rights and maternal health. 

 

Various events such as workshops on reflexology, beauty care, arts and theater which "recharged" the women participants took place in the fair grounds. Further "taking charge" activities such as presentations and the torch parade were also highlighted which dramatized the advocacies and needs of women.   

 

GCAP member organizations who took part in the celebration are Piglas Kababaihan (Women Struggle), KaSaMa Pilipina (Alliance of Urban Poor Organizations-Women), Kilusan para sa Makatarungang Lipunan at Gobyerno (Movement for a Just Society and Government), Kabataan Kontra Kahirapan (Youth Against Poverty), WomanHealth Philippines, Education Network, PS Link (labor group), Freedom from Debt Coalition, Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement and Integrated Rural Development Foundation (IRDF).# 

Press Statement of the Women’s March (GCAP-Philippines is a signatory to this)

Women's Round Table

Wanted: A real woman president

Hundreds of women, young and old, from all walks of life, from various

fields and communities are gathered here today to voice out the 

different facets of women's struggle. Women workers, young women, peasant women, urban poor women, migrant women, women from the cities, women from the countryside, mothers, daughters, and sisters come together, drawing strength from each other, to articulate a shared plight and carry out a collective struggle.

Today, women will listen to women share stories of struggle, report

day-to-day conditions and experiences and relate tales of triumph and 

resistance. Together, we shall register our resistance to bad governance and trapo rule, as we recount the many crimes against women, and society at large, of an illegitimate regime that rose to power through elite wheeling-and-dealing, institutionalized fraud, and the blatant use of state institutions and resources for personal political gain. We reclaim our stake in the state, by holding government accountable to the people and denying politicians the room to make a mockery out of our elections and institutions. We put forward our demands for better services that will make education, health, livelihood, housing, food, water accessible to all, as we decry the many years of neglect that have relegated women and their families to a life of poverty, misery and vulnerability. We contest claims of sustained economic growth as we speak out against economic policies

that fail to translate to better lives for women and their families,

instead resulting in the contractualization of our workers, the

underdevelopment of our youth and students, the displacement of our

communities, the forced migration of our mothers, our daughters and

sisters, ultimately the feminization of poverty and powerlessness. We 

rise up to oppose all attempts to deny us the right to decide, or the room to make informed choices, in matters relating to our bodies, our lives, our communities, and our nation. As a collective, we shall remain steadfast in defending our rights as women and citizens, as we seek justice for violations against our personhood, as well as the rape and pillage of our patrimony, whether in the form of a visiting forces agreement or mining concessions that favor foreign corporate interest over the welfare of communities. Together, we shall raise our voices against various forms of violence, especially the use of physical and symbolic force to arrest legitimate expressions of protest and dissent. We condemn violations taking place in our homes, workplaces and our intimate spaces just as much as we resist the systematic use of violence inflicted on individuals and groups opposed to this regime; a regime of violence and impunity that has resulted in numerous human rights violations, the murder of countless women and men, and the slow death of democracy. 

These and other related stories reflect the struggles of women under 

this administration. Today, as we share our stories, we voice out our 

Disgust and dismay in a woman president who has consistently ignored and violated women's rights, issues and demands. Today, we underscore the need for genuine leadership and a real woman president. As we come together with our shared issues and demands, we collectively outline our vision of leadership and governance that will uplift the conditions of women and society at large. As we band together in unified struggle, we reinforce our collective desire to assume a powerful, transformative role in changing and shaping our community, our society, our government, our nation. Today, we refuse to be relegated to the sidelines. We will speak out and we will be heard. Our voices will resonate in the factories and fields, schools and homes, in the different arenas where women are present. Our collective struggle will be taken up and acted upon, gradually brought to life and fruition by each woman, in community after community, in institutions and in the streets. On this day, women from different backgrounds, sectors and formations will take their positions to advance this shared struggle. On this day, we say, Women Recharge, Women Take Charge! Unite in Struggle against Gloria for Crimes against Women!

Martsa ng Kababaihan/Komite Marso 8

International Women's Day 2007
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