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DRAFT COLLECTIVE RESPONSE for release in Germany on 08/05/07 at 16.00pm approx

Voices of the poor drowned out in Heiligendamm:  

Lacklustre G8 outcome deemed irresponsible

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) is exasperated at the overall failure of the G8 to show any sense of urgency in ending poverty when they met in Heiligendamm on the German coast this week.  

While we welcome some steps taken to tackle HIV/ AIDS and [any other outcome deemed positive to be included here] by a few leaders, there still remains a shameful and inexcusable gap in delivery on past summit commitments.  Just 23 months ago, the G8 pledged a further $50billion in development aid by 2015, of which $25 billion was for Africa.  This money could have paid towards providing free healthcare and put every child into school.  Despite Chancellor Merkel’s efforts to keep the G8 focus on these key issues, they remain undervalued, unmet and ignored.

 “The G8 have spent this summit just looking out to sea, allowing a new Baltic wall to rise up between the rich and the poor. They are effectively saying to my people in Africa and across the South: don’t raise your voices - the poor, the sick and the starving of the world can wait another year.  There’s no rush.  I say to the G8 no, we will not be silenced, the people will hold you accountable for your lack of responsibility.” said Kumi Naidoo, chair of GCAP at the close of the summit meeting today. 

The double whammy

As if to add insult to injury, the G8 failed to tackle climate change in any meaningful way, further condemning the poor. Not only do they now have enough funds to pay for essential services, the G8 appears content to destroy the environment so their livelihoods are wiped away due to rising sea levels, drought, erosion and other climate-related ills.

Under the umbrella of GCAP, millions have taken actions since 2005 to end poverty and inequality as well as demanding that the UN Millennium Development Goals are met and exceeded.  As we approach the MDG’s halfway point governments have been clearly mandated to address poverty with far greater urgency than they have demonstrated to date.

See below the reaction to the summit outcome from GCAP activists around the world
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The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) is a worldwide alliance of trade unions, community groups, faith groups, youth and campaigners working together across more than 100 national platforms. GCAP is calling for action from the world’s leaders to meet their promises to end poverty and inequality. In particular, GCAP demands solutions that address the issues of public accountability, just governance and the fulfilment of human rights as well as trade justice, aid quality and quantity, debt cancellation and gender equality. For details of actions planned in 2007 got to www.whiteband.org
