August 2, 2007
His Excellency Mr. Secretary General:

We would like to offer our congratulations to you on Ms.Noeleen Heyzer’s appointment as the Executive Director of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). We are pleased that the UN has recognized and rewarded Ms. Heyzer’s leadership in advancing women's human rights and gender equality both as Executive Director of UNIFEM and at the Gender Programme of the Asia and Pacific Development Center. 
We are particularly appreciative of your appointment of Ms. Heyzer to ESCAP as she will be the first women to ever be appointed Director of the biggest of the UN’s five regional commissions. 
Given the critical role UNIFEM plays in advancing women’s rights, particularly on the ground, and the support UNIFEM has enjoyed from women’s organizations around the world, we urge that consultation with women’s groups be part of the process for recruiting a new Executive Director for UNIFEM. The new Executive Director should unquestionably have demonstrated leadership and substantial experience in women human rights and gender equality. We stand ready to work with you to identify outstanding candidates from around the world. We look forward to hearing from you about how this process will proceed. 
With best regards,

