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Civil Society side event to UN high-level summit on MDGs

This note outlines the civil society side event proposed to take place in September shortly before the UN High Level Event on the MDGs (HLE).

When: Tuesday 23 September, morning (tbc)

Where: Church centre, UN (tbc)

Aims:

· To ensure the voices of those living in poverty are heard at the HLE

· To influence the HLE

Who: 

· Citizens who participated in the poverty hearings (up to 10 depending on funding)

· Representatives of civil society organisations and NGOs

· UN Secretary General or representative/UN agencies

· UN under-secretary generals

· Representatives of faith groups and trade unions

Documents for input to include:

Recommendations and input from poverty hearings and women’s tribunals

Recommendations and information from shadow reports

Background papers to the UN high level meeting

Draft background papers -on key themes for civil society side event

Format

Facilitator: Mary Robinson (tbc)

Opening remarks from GCAP chair

Opening remarks from UN Secretary General or representative

Key note speakers (tbc)

Kumi Naidoo

Salil Shetty

Ela Bhatt

Presentations of civil society draft background documents

Roundtables to finalise communiqué on

1) Poverty and Hunger

2) Health and Education

3) Environmental Sustainability

4) Gender

Each group will have received prior to the event a draft paper based on the inputs from poverty hearings, shadow reports and other sources – as well as the HLE background papers. 

Each roundtable will make specific recommendations on the draft background paper and a rapporteur will be tasked to feed this back to plenary.

Each group will also make specific recommendations on gender. A separate rapporteur will take all gender recommendations and finalise into a separate recommendations document

Informal break-out

Snacks and drinks provided (lunch/dinner?)

Over break-out, delegates asked to record their messages and demands to leaders using videos – to be uploaded to Hub and edited for use on web sites etc.

Plenary

Rapporteurs will feed back recommendations and conclusions from round tables and present final communiqués

Other key demands possibly including:

All MDG plans must not exacerbate inequality and discrimination

Governments accountable for meeting MDGs

Active participation of civil society crucial

Review summit to take place in 2010

Draft Budget

Room hire - $2000 (may be free if co-sponsored by UN)

Delegate flights (assuming 10) - $10000

Delegate accommodation (assuming 10 for 4 nights) - $10000

Delegate incidentals (assuming 10) - $1500

Lunch for meeting - $1000

Consultant to organise meeting - $5000

Buffer - $2000

Total: $30600
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