
Meeting on Women’s Organizing around 25 September High Level Event on MDGs

Church Center, New York; July 28, 2008

Attendance:  Alejandra Scampini, ActionAid-Women’s Rights program; Ama Marston, AA consultant; Rosa Lizarde, ENLACE/Feminist Task Force – GCAP;  Alex Garita, IPPPF;  Fulya , Polly Truscot, Amnesty International; Devon O’Reilly, Human Rights Watch; Mary Peter Bruce, Loretto UN Office; Mavic Cabrera-Balleza, IWTC; Charlotte Patton, CUNY-York; Diana Salas and Viviana Bernal, Women of Color Policy Network, Wagner School, NYU; Robin Caskey, intern FTF/GCAP (recording notes).
Agenda

I. Introductions and Purpose of meeting
II. Overview of High Level Event (HLE) on MDGs

III. Sharing of activities/information on HLE

IV. Discussion

V. Follow-up
Meeting notes:

I. Purpose of meeting -  ActionAid’s(AAI) Women’s Rights work and connection to HLE (Ale):
· Strategize around the HLE MDGs on 25 September at the UN Headquarters, NY:   What are the women’s groups thinking and doing around 25 Sept.?
1. 2005: Participated actively | Women’s right to land, push for food prices and food rights, the cultural aspects that surround these rights
2. Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, AAI included very specific language on women’s access to land and rights.
3.  November 2007, Rome Food Summit: Not much follow-up to the Rome Summit. 
4. General mood:  Maximize on this political opportunity.
a) In Latin America/Africa planning is taking place however until now there is no concrete political scenario. Emphasis is on linking women and land, and HIV/AIDS.  Recent AAI report on women’s access to land and connections VAW; 
b) AAI has asked for comprehensive framework for action, high level action on the food crisis; within this there is room for civil society involvement and activism.
c) There has been a notable absence of attention and activism on the part of women’s groups around food rights and development or agrarian reform.
II. Overview of HLM
A.
Goal: Get a sense for the space that exists for NGOs to influence/participate in the HLE
A. Background: 
1. Highly politicized process; there’s still negotiations around what spaces will be open to NGOs/civil society;
2. HLE is mandated by the Secretary General and is to be held in parallel with the General Assembly, to get movement, reinforcement on the commitments made for the MDGs;
3. S-G is trying to restrict parallel events during this time and UN Security will be monitoring events at the Church Center and the UN Millennium Hotel; 
4. NYPD and US Secret Service will set up security barriers on 2nd Avenue between 42nd & 48th Streets from Sept. 22 – 26. Only those with UN badges or ID’ed to come to an event will be allowed to pass through. A letter from organizers with a list of attendees will need to be given to NYPD at 2nd Ave. for entry.
5. NEPAD Meeting to take place on Africa and the MDGs  on September 22nd: 
a) Meeting chaired by Tanzania;
b) Dutch are preparing a background paper;
c)      Side events encouraged around this meeting by security and S-G’s office;
d)    Africa Women’s Forum event – listing UNIFEM as the lead and includes UNFPA IOM, UNICEF, UNAIDS, no details have been confirmed.
B. HLE format
1. Opening plenary, three thematic round tables (Poverty and Hunger, Education and Health, Environmental Sustainability);
2. 2 Heads of government will chair the each round tables;
3. Missions have already submitted 1st/2nd choices for round tables chairs;
4. Gender will be an crosscutting theme;
5. Side events have been organized but have not been confirmed by S-G’s office.
C. Torch Campaign side events focusing maternal mortality is organized by Danish/UK Missions:  
1. Co-hosted Liberian President, CEO Goldman Sachs, UN Goodwill Ambassador;
2. very restricted First Ladies lunch, SG will accept 100th torch;
3. IPPPF (Alex) point person for information.
E.  Ideas on how to integrate women’s rights into the HLE and side events:
1. Submitting gender justice language to HLE through missions and/or DESA;
2. Recommending a gender expert to sit on every round table and on panel;

3. Government interventions –three minutes speeches, at best we get 1 or 2 sentences of influence;

4. Cuba:  Right to food – longer term – AAI possibly to impact GA R2F resolution;
5. Mexico: Women’s right to land –said that Mexico will push this issue – Alex to confirm;

6. UNDP  background paper– 1st section is on gender; is too late to influence paper; Carolyn Hannan was in charge; paper is finish but circulating internally;

7. GEAR campaign – there could be an entry point for GEAR issues at HLE; missions mentioned the campaign at NGO/mission meetings.
II. Activities planned for HLE September 25th
A.  Feminist Task Force GCAP + Women of Color Policy Network (NYU) - Wagner School Women’s Tribunal on Poverty, Sept. 23rd, 2 – 5pm, location TBD
1. Case studies, migrant women from South
2. Focus on health HIV/AIDS, reproductive rights (?),
B.  GCAP Poverty hearings, September 23rd, 10am – 1pm, location TBD
1.  same subjects as round tables (Poverty & Hunger; Ed & Health; Climate Change/Env.)
2.  Sending a letter to governments with 3 main messages: 1 - active participation of people living in poverty in design and implementation of poverty policies; 2 - non-discrimination 3 - accountability of governments;
3. Compiling shadow reports for August, how govt. have failed in delivering MDGs
B. Torch event – focusing on maternal mortality; Sarah Brown, First Ladies Dinner, September 24th and the White Ribbon Alliance event, September 25th at UN
C. GCAP considering a high level meeting of civil society reps and UN personnel to focus on post-2015 to act as a “watch” entity for implementation of MDGs -  26 Sept.
III. Discussion, Strategies and Questions - Ways to Influence HLE – 

1. Lobbying capitals and missions, 
2. get gender person on the panel (e.g. Paul Hunt), 
3. influence summary outcome document (S-G report) with reports from our own events and how they’re feed into process.
IV. Follow-up 
1. Important as well to provide follow-up to HLE; How to do this?
Action points:  

· Polly to send the link to the HLE details

· Ama/Rosa to send calendar of events

· Robin/Rosa to send minutes of this meeting and e-mail contacts

· 25 Sept. HLE e-mail list to be used to disseminate information as well as the FTF-GCAP women’s list serve to be used for more general info 

· Rosa to route info on next planning meeting for the women’s tribunals, for those interested
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