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Global Call to Action Against Poverty

UN MDGs event plan

1.0 Background

In 2000, at the UN Millennium Summit, 189 countries signed up to the Millennium Development Goals. Eight years later, and with seven years to go before 2015, some limited progress has been made but overall progress is woefully short of what is required and in some places the situation has deteriorated since the goals were adopted. Indeed, ever since the adoption of the MDGs many civil society organisations have argued that the Goals themselves do not go far enough and far stronger commitments must be made to eradicate poverty and inequality and to ensure gender justice. 

At the World Economic Forum’s annual meeting in Davos in January, an assembled meeting of dignitaries including Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Gordon Brown, Queen Rania, the President of Nigeria, Bill Gates and Bono announced a Call to Action on the MDGs which calls on the international community to use 2008 to pledge again to the MDGs and make concrete commitments to deliver. 

1.1 September 25

The climax of the ‘Call to Action’ will be High-Level Event (HLE) for world leaders at the United Nations on 25 September, during the UN General Assembly. The Call to Action will focus on a number of themes Poverty and Hunger; Education and Health; Environmental Sustainability; Gender; Partnership for Development (including ODA). 

2.0 Objectives for GCAP

GCAP notes in the Montevideo Declaration (http://www.whiteband.org/about-gcap/reports)
“To date the pledges to meet the Millennium Declaration and efforts to tackle poverty, inequality, injustice and deliver sustainable development have been grossly inadequate.  Governments too often fail to address the needs of the people within their territory, aid from rich countries is inadequate in both quality and quantity, and promises of debt cancellation have not materialized… We have the means to turn this situation around. It is high time governments took action.” 
GCAP believes that the HLE offers an opportunity for action on the MDGs.

2.1 Policy

As noted in the Montevideo Declaration, GCAP calls on Governments to

- Commit themselves to achieving and surpassing the MDGs and [where not already done] immediately to develop national MDG-based plans.

- Be fully accountable to their peoples and transparent in the use of public resources. 

GCAP also aims to achieve the following policy outcomes through pressure at national, regional and global level

 - Concrete action plans from Governments to meet and exceed the MDGs focusing on the following key themes


Poverty and Hunger (Goal 1)


Education (Goal 2)


Health (Through Goals 4,5 and 6)


Climate Change and the Environment (Goal 7 and wider)

· Commitments from rich countries to deliver on commitments for additional $50 bn of ODA promised by 2010, and longer-term commitments including UN target of 0.7%

2.2 Mobilisation

· For at least 6 national coalitions to organise poverty hearings to give a voice to the poorest and most excluded members of society

· To launch a major new global civil society mobilisation and road-map on the MDGs to run to 2010 (and potentially 2015)

· Significant involvement of people in the North and South to push Governments to do more to meet and exceed the MDGs and feel they have a role in achieving this

3.0 Targets and Opportunities

3.1 Targets are:

· Rich country governments including Japan as G8 host

· G77 and other Southern Governments

· UN Secretary General and other offices

· The public to challenge their governments and leaders to act

4.0  Plans

4.1 National plans

4.1.1 Poverty Hearings

Hearings confirmed in South Africa, Philippines, Nepal, India, Bangladesh. Others being discussed in Africa and Asia.

All organisers are being asked to record the hearings – Witness are ready to support this if feasible. The Elders are also ready to support the Hearings but confirmed dates are needed.

Timeline:
Hearings to take place by end-August

Recommendations to reach secretariat by August 29

Recordings to reach secretariat by September 8

4.1.2 Shadow reports

Updates and reports from up to 30 countries. Mainly coordinated by UN Millennium Campaign.

Timeline: 
Key recommendations to be ready for delivery to secretariat by August 29

4.1.3 National events

Some coalitions may organise send-offs for leaders, or events on September 25. A major event is being planned by Make Poverty History Australia

4.2 Global Plans

4.2.1 Documents

Using inputs from the poverty hearings, shadow reports and other civil society documentation, as well as certain government and UN documentation, GCAP will develop two key documents:

1) Mission Lobby Letter: By early-August GCAP will prepare a letter to all Government missions outlining key demands for the high-level event. Other civil society movements and organisations will be encouraged to sign-up to this document and it will be sent by mid-August

2) Civil Society Common Lobbying Position: By early September, GCAP will develop a more detailed paper outlining key demands on various thematic areas including poverty, hunger, health, education, environment and gender. GCAP will work with many other CSOs to develop this as a common lobbying position.

4.2.2 New York events

Civil society and the MDGs – 1

Time: September 23, morning

Venue: To be confirmed

GCAP will co-organise this civil society side event. Up to 100 civil society actors, and people living in poverty, will be invited to this meeting. Senior UN officials and others may also be invited. It will be open to the media, although not aimed at the media.

The event will combine speakers with roundtable discussions to formulate the Common Lobbying Positions paper into a communiqué.

Suggested speakers include Mary Robinson. Ela Bhatt, Kumi Naidoo, Sylvia Borren, Irene Khan

A media strategy will be built around this event including interviews with participants, possible media stunt, handing over of communiqué etc.

In My Name

Time: September 25, morning

Venue: Dag Hammarskjold plaza

This event will launch ‘In My Name’ as a major project for civil society to personalise the MDGs and hold governments to account. Civil society activists, people living in poverty and well-known figures will call on governments to meet and exceed the MDGs.

People will be encouraged to write their names on white bands posted around the square and around New York which will used for photos and lobby work.

Civil society and the MDGs 2

Time: September 26, morning

Venue: UN conference room (tbc)

A meeting will be held inside the UN where senior UN staff are called upon to report back to civil society on discussions and outcomes from the High Level Event. Following these inputs, delegates from civil society will break into round tables to discuss ways for civil society to put pressure on the UN to meet and exceed the MDGs and for a review conference in 2010.

5.0 Use of papers and messaging

5.1 Options for dissemination and use of Common Lobbying Position paper

NB: None of these are mutually exclusive except a) and b)

a) Handover to Ban Ki-Moon on morning of September 24 (an initial request has been put in to his office for this)

b) To hand over the Ban Ki-Moon at his press conference on September 25 (would need a different type of communiqué)

c) Building a media event around the communiqué through a stunt or press conference

d) For Ela Bhatt to make reference to the communiqué in her opening remarks

e) For one or more Heads of State to agree to take communiqué to High-Level Event

f) For the communiqué to be included in delegates packs (likely)

5.2 Messaging

As well as those key demands noted above, GCAP proposes the following key messages for all activities in build-up to HLE and during HLE (not final language)

· Active participation of civil society necessary at all levels for MDGs to be achieved

· MDG achievement strategies must be non-discriminatory and not increase inequality

· Governments must be accountable and responsible for meeting the MDGs

· The MDGs were made ‘In My Name’

TABLE 1: Current Events List for week of UN High Level Event on MDGs

	Date/key event
	Who’s running it? 
	Involvement/action for GCAP

	Monday 22nd
	
	

	High Level Meeting on implementation of NEPAD
	UN
	tbc

	Decent work side event
	Realizing Rights
	Supportive

	Tuesday 23rd
	
	

	10.00 am:  Civil society poverty hearing
	GCAP plus
	Leading on organisation

	10.00 am Project 7 agency policy press conference
	P7 agencies (Oxfam GB, Save the Children, DATA)
	Need to decide if any GCAP involvement

	7:00pm Right to Food event with Mary Robinson and Salman Rushdie
	Action Aid
	GCAP to support, white band to be used at event

	Wednesday 24th
	
	

	am:  Action Now petition handover
	GCAP – possibly also Avaaz, Oxfam GB and others
	Request sent to B K-M office. Waiting for reply

	Lunch events

Water and Sanitation


	NLs/Jpan/Tajik
	tbc

	am/pm:  Potential  P7 Press Event hosted by Elders with influentials and activists followed by reception
	P7 agencies
	Not clear if this will happen – GCAP likely to be involved if it does 

	UN Private Sector Side Event
	UNDP/OP/Global Compact
	

	Evening events

First spouses’ maternal mortality dinner

Sec Gen’s Dinner on Food Security

Stoltenberg Health Dinner

World Business Awards


	UK

UN

Norway

UNDP
	

	Ngo/Interfaith MDG Event outside UN 
	Caritas, WCRP, UNMC
	GCAP supportive of event – looking for similarities of messaging

	Thursday 25th
	
	

	HLE – Plenary (9.00 – 9.45) then Round Tables running morning and afternoon and concluding speech by Sec Gen
	SG
	Ela Bhatt to open session – can influence her speech 

	10.00 – 11.00 - In My Name - flash mob and launch of song/video and interactive mobilisation with Ban Ki-moon, Elders, etc signig their names
	Possibly GCAP, possible Project 7
	Unclear until strategic decision made

	11.00 am Maternal Mortality Side Event
	Australia and UK
	WRA, Save and WV involved

	Lunch time events

Gender lunch/MDG 3 Torch handover to Ban ki-moon

Malaria Lunchtime event
	Denmark

Gates and Sec Gen’s Office
	

	Other possible side events that are being planned with no clear dates/status:
	
	

	Climate Change

Poverty/Hunger/Food

Launch of 2008 Social Watch Report on Human Rights

Innovation and investment event


	Bangladesh

Brazil, Spain, France, Indonesia – others interested

Social Watch, UNMC

UNOP
	

	Also:
	
	

	24th – 26th - Clinton Global Initiative events
	CGI
	In contact with CGI

	Millenium Promise (Jeff Sachs)
	
	Best not to clash
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