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GCAP Mobilisation Toolkit

International Women’s Day 2009

Date: Sunday, 8th March 2009

Contact: Ana Agostino – GCAP Feminist Task Force (ana@icae.org.uy), Rosa Lizarde – GCAP Feminist Task Force (rosaencasa@aol.com)
Objectives:

1. Increase public awareness of women’s impoverishment and the impact of the financial, food and fuel crises on women;

2. Highlight the inter-linkages between women, poverty and the global economic and financial crisis;

3. Ensure advocacy at the following venues:

· “20 Days to G-20” e-Campaign – from 8 March, IWD to 28 March and G-20 meeting

· upcoming G-20 meeting (2 April with mobilizations beginning 28 March)

· 2nd meeting of the UN Commission of Experts of the President of the UN General Assembly (GA) on Reforms of the International Monetary and Financial System (hereafter referred to as the “Commission of Experts”) (8-11 March)

· annual UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) (2-13 March)

Outcomes:

· Gender equality advocates are participating more meaningfully to offer gender-sensitive solutions;

· G-20 and UN government officials carry gender messaging to discussions;

· G-20 Mobilization activities and advocacy highlight a gender component to crises;

· CSW and Commission outcomes include a gender-perspective on the crises.
Targets:

· Objective 1 – Media, general public, women’s organizations and networks, other civil society organisations and NGO partner and activists

· Objective 2 – G-20 countries government officials attending the meeting and beyond to include other government officials with influence on G-20 discussions

· Objective 3 – members of the Commission of Experts, the UN office of the President of the GA

· Objective 4 – members of the CSW, CSO’s and NGOs attending CSW
Suggested messaging:

· “Gender Equality to End Poverty”

· “Women must be included in solving the global economic meltdown”

· “Women Bear the Burden of the Financial Crisis”:
· “Women - Last to be Hired, First to be Fired”
· “Decrease in Income = Increase in Domestic Violence - STOP THE VIOLENCE”
· 2009 IWD theme:  “Women and men united to end violence against women and girls” 

Please use consistent messaging throughout your GCAP activities.

Suggested policy asks:

· Women should be included in the dialogue and decision-making processes of the economic and financial summits.
· Particular attention should be paid to identify and respond to specific needs of women and girls.
· Funding of programmes for gender equality and women’s empowerment should not be eroded and particularly attention should be paid to programmes aimed at immediately alleviating poverty and hunger.
· A global response should come from the entire international community, the G-192, not the G-20, G-8 or G-1.

Potential allies

· Economic justice organizations, trade/aid/debt justice organizations and networks

· Trade unions, faith-based organizations and networks, Southern constituencies 

· Government officials of non-G-20 countries
Suggested activities

Audience: General public, women’s organizations and networks, other civil society organisations and NGO partners and activists

· “20 Days to G-20 e-Campaign” – 20 days of activism and daily alerts from 8 March, International Women’s Day, leading into 28 March, the beginning of mass mobilizations around the G-20 meeting.  It could be a count down of activism to ensure concerns are raised around the feminization of poverty and the increasing hardships on women due to financial mismanagement and greed. Content will be made available for this type of campaign through the GCAP FTF mailing list (see Materials below)

· e-campaigning – beginning on 8 March targeting G-20 governments

· e-cards with gender justice messaging for “20 Days to G-20 Campaign” 

· online petition calling for G-20 leaders to deliver on gender equality and women's rights 
· online blogging to raise awareness about how women are faring during this financial crisis
· Workshops, panels, seminars on the global financial crisis and its impact on women 

· Mass march, rally or protest

· Sermons in places of worship focused on a women’s empowerment 

· Women's tribunal on poverty – organize a women’s tribunal on the financial, food or fuel crises and their impact on women

· Activism at the G-20 and on the ground
Audience: Media

· Media statements by women's rights organizations and activists 

· Media statements by partner organizations to include gender messaging in press statements

· Opinion pieces from civil society leaders 

Audience: Government officials

· Advocacy of government officials attending G-20 meeting and other government officials with influence on G-20 discussions

· Advocacy of UN delegates and members of the Commission of Experts and other government officials with influence on economic and financial matters

Materials

The following materials will be provided at the global level and will be available for download at whiteband.org. Materials will be provided in Arabic, English, French, Portuguese and Spanish, unless otherwise specified. 

· “20 Days to G-20 e-Campaign” – 20 days of activism and daily alerts through the GCAP FTF mailing list (gcap-women@apcwomen.org / gcap-mujeres@listas.chasque.net) and on whiteband.org, from 8 March, International Women’s Day, leading into 28 March, the beginning of mass mobilizations around the G-20 meeting. It will be a count down of activism to ensure concerns are raised around the feminization of poverty and the increasing hardships on women due to financial mismanagement and greed. You can use the content to republish on your own mailing lists, websites or other channels.
To sign up to the GCAP FTF mailing lists contact Ana Agostino (ana@icae.org.uy) specifying whether you would like to sign up to the English or Spanish mailing list.

· Whiteband.org / IWD2009 online space (all materials) http://www.whiteband.org/Action/take-action/gcap-mobilisation-2009/iwd-2009
· E-card on download (for sending by e-mail or printing)

· IWD 2009 Flyer (by 13 February)

· Global Press release (by TBD February)

· Sample press release (by TBD February) – can be adapted for local/joint use

· Re-usable online petition (http://www.whitebandaction.org)
If you are producing any materials that could be used/repurposed by others in GCAP, including any guides or documents, please share them by sending them to the contacts above.
Internal resources / documentation:

· GCAP Poverty Hearings and Women’s Tribunals Report 2008 – http://www.whiteband.org/Action/materials/gcap-publications-and-booklets/gcap-poverty-hearings-and-womens-tribunals-2008/ 

· Feminist Task Force-GCAP Women’s Tribunals on Poverty and the MDGs (New York City) Report 2008 (Helena—could you indicate web address please)

· Feminist Task Force-GCAP Women’s Tribunals on Poverty and the MDGs (New York City) video of event (Helena—could you indicate web address please)

· GCAP Mobilisation Guide – http://www.whiteband.org/Action/take-action/gcap-mobilisation-2009/gcap-mobilisation-guide-2009/view 

· GCAP Strategic Directions 2009-11 – http://www.whiteband.org/about-gcap/reports/gcap-global-council/2008-documents/final-gcap-strategic-directions-2009-11-english/view 
External resources/documentation:

· http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/iwd/index.html
· http://www.un.org/womenwatch/
· http://www.womenthrive.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=583&Itemid=152
· http://www.un-ngls.org/ 

info@whiteband.org
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