My word is my bond?

More free trade, more free markets to solve the various crises, proclaimed the first British minister in his public speech in London. 

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown's commitment to the achievement of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), was emphasized by his colleague, Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd at the Church of St. Paul in London, this Tuesday morning. 


Both ministers, both heading labour parties in their countries, called for the need to give extra support to poorer countries, the need for eco-friendly development and the need for morality in finance. 

Gordon Brown said that the demands of the over 35 thousand people who mobilised in London last Saturday, are very important and will be taken into account in discussions of the G20. 

At a table composed just of men, children and Africa were present in the discourse of Ministers, but the rights of women, who are the most affected by multiple crises, were not mentioned. 

Brown's speech was short, concise and aroused great sympathy in the more than 2000 people present in the Anglican cathedral of St Paul, who clapped and laughed with his occurrences. At the same time, the speech was vague about how the G20 could give a more emphatic support to the MDGs, or how to ensure that 'eco-friendly' development, beyond the organic production of agricultural products (soybeans, corn, etc..) destined to become car fuel. In the end it seemed the recipe is still more of the same: uncontrolled liberalisation of the markets, which is precisely what has brought on the crises facing our ever-globalizing world. 


However, some people that manifested last Saturday, noted that the discourse of both Ministers is very progressive with respect to the demands of justice for the people. 

The "My word is my bond" event, which lasted two hours, was organised by the St. Paul who tries to recover the ancient role of the church as a place of learning and public debate on the issues of society. The first part of the panel was the presentation by the Ministers and the second part a response to written questions from the audience summed up by the moderator, Father Richard Chartres.
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