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Priorities in Pittsburgh:  Will the G20 Deliver for Women?

Info sheet on the “Mother of all Crises” - Maternal Mortality  
Back in April of this year when the G20 met in London, Finance Ministers from the G20 countries prepared a joint statement after their talks in the UK.  "We are committed to deliver the scale of sustained effort necessary to restore growth." The best brains and most experienced policy makers mobilized to rise to the occasion of the enormous challenge of the financial crisis. Unprecedented resources have been released for the purpose of recovery and bail outs to Wall Street. 
At the same time, the “Mother of all crises” continues to unfold year after year--- over 500,000 women are dying worldwide every year and roughly another 10 million are injured or disabled due to complications from pregnancy or childbirth. The overwhelming majority of the more than half a million maternal deaths each year occur in developing countries.  Even though the causes of pregnancy and childbirth complications are the same around the world, their consequences vary dramatically from country to country and region to region.  "In some countries, getting pregnant is the most dangerous thing a woman can do," says Isobel Coleman, Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.

In fact, mothers and children in developing countries are underserved along the whole continuum of care. Millions of women have an unmet need for safe and effective contraceptive services. Poverty undermines maternal and neonatal health by heightening the incidence of direct causes of mortality, such as maternal infections and under-nutrition, and reducing access to health-care services. 
Maternal deaths are all the more tragic because they can be prevented in simple and cost-effective ways.  According to the OECD, “Reducing maternal mortality is not necessarily dependent on economic development. It would cost only about $3 a person a year in low-income countries to provide the essential services needed to tackle the problem: that would cover a skilled health worker to assist every delivery, access to essential obstetric care for mothers and their infants when complications arise, and family planning information and services,…”

If governments can provide bail-outs for banks and businesses, why not bail-outs for women?

Bail-outs for women should include:
· Investing in education for women and girls:  Educated mothers are more likely to seek proper health care for themselves; according to the 2007 Millennium Development Goals Report, “84% of women who have completed secondary or higher education are attended by skilled personnel during childbirth, more than twice the rate of mothers with no formal education.”

· Investing in gender equality:  There is a considerable body of evidence testifying to the multiplier effects of investing in gender equality and women’s empowerment.  
· Investing in human development through education, health, water, sanitation and job creation to generate a manifold return in terms of economic growth and social stability.
GCAP’s Feminist Task Force calls on the G20 to prioritize investing in women’s empowerment and gender equality and to commit to deliver for women around the world.
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