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Priorities in Pittsburgh:  Will the G20 Deliver for Women?

Info sheet on Women and the Food Crisis  
As we approach the G20 Summit, once again we have the opportunity for world leaders to address the root causes of the financial crisis and its social consequences, especially in terms of poverty, and to take action. We believe there is no quick fix to ending hunger, instead we must look for long-term solutions and tackle the effects of the crisis on poverty with concrete initiatives. 
 
Everyone has the right to be free from hunger. The right to food is perhaps the most fundamental right of all. That is why at the World Food Summit in 1996, governments agreed to halve the number of hungry people, and then to reduce worldwide hunger by half by 2015 through achievement of the first Millennium Development Goal.
 
In 2008, despite government pledges, high food prices left an additional 40 million women, men, girls and boys hungry. That means nearly one billion (963m) people don’t get one good meal each day. This most recent food crisis highlighted the pervasiveness of hunger around the world and was a reminder that hunger is an ongoing, structural, catastrophe. Current estimates indicate that demand for food will continue to outstrip production for the next 5-10 years, leading to further price increases and even more hungry people.
 
“Women’s access and control over land must be part of the answer to hunger,” said Everjoice Win, ActionAid International’s Head of Women’s Rights. “In poor countries, it is women who grow most of the food but their rights to the means to produce food are not guaranteed.” ActionAid works with rural and urban indigenous people, afro-descendants, fisher-folk, peasants, and women farmers as part of ActionAid’s HungerFREE campaign, demanding their rights to land to help end hunger. 
 
Governments are making efforts, but this is a moment when international cooperation is very much needed, especially for the small and medium sized countries to protect the interests of the poor, especially women. The deterioration in the living conditions of excluded groups, such as indigenous and afro-descendant poor rural women and youth could become social time bomb. 
 
We are calling on the G20 to invest in women farmers as they are the ones putting food on the table. Women produce 60-80% of the food in developing countries but own only 1% of the land. Governments must support them by promoting and protecting their rights to access and control land, and support them to farm this land by providing credit, technology improved irrigation, equipment and seeds.  Without secure tenure it is difficult for women to borrow small amounts of money to buy seeds and other essential inputs. Women are often excluded from training and farmer’s cooperatives, and their lack of knowledge of their right to land makes them more vulnerable to land grabbing and disinheritance.
 
G20 leaders need to listen to these alternatives, to support a stronger approach to address sustainable livelihoods, gender equality and women’s empowerment. More resources need urgently to be allocated to Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other Internationally Agreed Goals to overcome the financial crisis we are facing today.
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