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Priorities in Pittsburgh:  Will the G20 Deliver for Women?

Info sheet on Women and Decision-Making
In their coverage of the G20 Summit in London, the Financial Times (FT) carried an article identifying a list of 50 thinkers who will frame the debate on the future of capitalism and tackling the financial crisis.  View them here:  http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7f6f08da-0d7d-11de-8914-0000779fd2ac.html.  

The FT wrote, “Tackling the crisis and planning for the post-crisis order requires political leadership. Even more important, it demands international co-operation. In this respect, networks matter as much as individuals. What are the patterns of co-operation that have so far emerged; who are the most influential movers and shakers; and how can they restore the confidence necessary to turn the tide?” 
Of the fifty people, an underwhelming five are women. Angela Merkel, the German Chancellor and Arianna Huffington, co-founder and editor-in-chief of The Huffington Post, are among the five. This list is not exhaustive, the FT writes, but it begs the questions, are women not part of framing the debate? What are the reasons for not having more women seen as thinkers around this issue? What can we take away from this? Carmen Moreno, Director of the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), stated at the recent UNESCO Future Forum, “The Potential Impact of the Global Financial and Economic Crisis on Women and Gender Equality” that “while the crisis is affecting the financial sector and the real economy, it has a woman’s face, but this woman’s face is almost invisible,… It is very clear that women are the only ones talking about women and gender issues, and this should not happen.”
Planning for solutions to economic recovery requires women and gender issues to be at the center of the discussions and dialogue.  It requires the glass ceiling in the financial and other sectors to be broken and be more inclusive of women in top management positions. It requires more women in the top political echelons of decision-making and leadership. It requires more women writing and speaking out about being included. 
Check out the FT interactive graph of the Top 50 People who will frame the debate:

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7f6f08da-0d7d-11de-8914-0000779fd2ac.html 

GCAP’s Feminist Task Force calls on the G20 to prioritize women’s empowerment and gender equality and to commit to deliver for women around the world.  
We are calling for particular attention be paid to the specific needs of women.  
Women and girls bear the brunt of the hardships of the economic and financial crisis.  Not only are women having to do more with less in shrinking economies, but also the daily chores of providing food on the table and fuel for cooking are exasperated by the food, fuel and climate crises.  It is vital that women be included in the dialogue and decision-making processes of addressing these crises.   
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