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Priorities in Pittsburgh:  Will the G20 Deliver for Women?

Info sheet on Women and the Climate Crisis
Parallel to the economic crisis, we are faced with other crises which exacerbate the conditions and workload for women and girls, and societies as a whole. The climate crisis interlinks with the economic and food crises in a variety of ways. Climate change must be understood as a development issue, and as such, cross-cuts all sectors and governments, and has social, cultural, economic and political dimensions, as well as poverty and gender dimensions.  Existing conditions and existing discrimination determine show that it is women, comprising the majority of the world’s poor, who are most impacted by climate change and “natural” disasters. 
The feminization of poverty and gendered divisions of labor demonstrate how climate change impacts women.  Climate Change threatens women’s livelihoods in the following ways:

· reduced agricultural production for both subsistence farming and commercial ends;

· reduced availability of fuel wood;

· greater risk to food security; 

· increased shortfalls in water resources.

· loss of domestic species of plants and animals used by women for food security which means a loss of income for women;

Overall, there are gender implications to climate change which point to an increase in women’s workload and spending more time on traditional reproductive tasks, thus reinforcing traditional roles and magnifying burdens of care.  This, in turn, results in work overload, in preventing girls from getting an education, and in reducing women’s incomes and opportunities.  As a result, their capacity to adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change is less than that of males. 

Due to shrinking government economies around the globe, local and national governments are drastically cutting budgets for already underfunded social services.  Are the voices of women missing from the dialogue on climate change, just as they are missing from the discussions on the financial crisis?  Adequately addressing climate change requires women’s input.  It requires the development of gender-sensitive approaches with regard to mitigation measures, adaptation projects and national development programs. 
GCAP’s Feminist Task Force calls on the G20 to prioritize women’s empowerment and gender equality and to commit to deliver for women around the world.  

Governments should ensure that financing mechanisms on mitigation and adaptation address the needs of impoverished women, and should ensure discussions include the political voices of women. 
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This info sheet has been adapted from the FTF-GCAP’s “20 Days to G20” Global Action e-campaign in April 2009 for the London G20 Summit. For more information on the “20 Days to G20” campaign and the FTF-GCAP, go to www.whiteband.org or write to Rosa Lizarde at <rosaencasa@aol.com, +1 347 451-7794>.
