MDG+10 review: The Anti Poverty Movement demands justice for the growing masses who live in poverty 
Ten years after world leaders signed the historic Millennium Declaration in which states recognized their “collective responsibility to uphold the principles of human dignity, equality and equity at the global level” and stated “We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, women and children from the abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty, to which more than a billion of them are currently subjected. We are committed to making the right to development a reality for everyone and to freeing the entire human race from want.”Unfortunately, for those women, children and men who continue to live in abject poverty in 2010, these words have not been transformed into reality.  In fact, not one single goal of the 10 Millennium Development Goals that emerged from the Declaration has been met.  
Far from making the right to development a reality for everyone, the past decade has seen billions of people around the World continue to live in utter poverty in violation of their fundamental human rights, and with no access to basic services such as safe water, adequate food supply, health, education, and social protection.  Families and communities are in survival mode as they try to sustain a daily food supply in the face of pandemic diseases.  Concurring crises in debt, climate and finances make the situation critical and are worsening it.  The advance of an economic architecture based on neoliberal policies including cuts in social spending, privatisation and job losses, and the acceptance of a 'casino-capitalism' model of economic growth has lead to greater inequality in almost all regions of the world. The financial crisis resulting from this economic model continues to increase poverty and have adverse consequences for women’s employment and social security, migrant workers and other traditionally marginalized groups across northern and southern countries alike.  But instead of investing in people and jobs, world leaders rushed to mobilise $US18 trillion to bail out corporations and financial institutions, more than has ever been spent on funding for development in the last 40 years. 
Meanwhile, the devastating impact of climate change and associated environmental issues continues to advance at an alarming rate while responses from leaders are progressing at a rate far below what they demand.  Conflict over resources, war, violence and instability in many regions are destroying the stability needed to address other crises. The small advances made in gender equality in the last decade were reversed in most regions as the impacts of the financial, climate, food crises and armed conflicts have disproportionately affected women, who already faced high levels of inequality, . In addition, in many regions, spaces for civil society are closing as the criminalisation of social protest, the arrest and detention and targeted killings of human rights defenders are becoming growing threats to democracy and the right to development. 
The 2010 MDGs Review process represents an important opportunity to discuss economic and social development rights. It is clear therefore that civil society must prioritize processes around the Millenium Development Goals and build on the existing UN agenda towards the summit and beyond.  The concurring crises and urgent situation facing entire sectors of society call on us--as civil society-- to hold governments accountable for their commitments at all levels. At a national level, when governments consult stakeholders while preparing their national report. At the global level, with the participation in the UN agenda and especially in the MDG summit hearings with the UN Secretary General and in the High Level Event in September 2010. 

The MDGs provide a framework for international development and cooperation for many countries but it is clear that there are a wide number of inadequacies in the framework that must be addressed.  On one hand there is the failure to transform the MDGs into a legally binding agreement thus allowing impunity in terms of their implementation and on the other there is the failure to focus on social exclusion, discrimination and human rights and a lack of concrete and strong measures to develop an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system that addresses the needs of developing countries.  In addition, by limiting the focus almost exclusively on official development assistance, the MDGS did not translate into the meaningful, people focused and rights based agenda envisioned by many in the World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen in 1995 or even reached for the principles enshrined in the millennium declaration.  Furthermore, international legal human rights standards that supersede the service based agenda of the Millennium Development Goals have regressed and are often ignored by those in power.
Over the next few months in the run up to the High Level Event on the MDGs, as civil society activists we will be demand that states be transparent and accountable to the commitments they made when they ratified the Millennium Declaration.  We will also demand justice for billions of people facing extreme poverty.
We hope that you will too. 



