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Announcement of the GCAP Global Assembly
New York, 23rd to 25th September 2010

15 June 2010
Dear Friends and Partners of GCAP,
On behalf of the GCAP Global Council, it is our great pleasure to confirm that the GCAP Global Assembly 2010 will take place from 23-25th September 2010 in New York (United States).  The Assembly this year will mark the sixth year of our remarkable journey as GCAP and provide us with an opportunity to reflect on our unique effort to build a global movement that has kept poverty and inequality on the governance agenda both globally and in 130+ countries of the world and worked to improve public accountability as well as the space and credibility of civil society efforts across regions
. 
As many of you already know, the Global Assembly is the policy and direction setting body of GCAP, comprising of all its members across national coalitions and constituency groups. It is the forum where GCAP as a whole takes stock of changes in the external environment that are relevant to its core purpose; assesses national, regional and constituency level experiences in relation to these trends and examines how the network needs to (re-)organize to meet these new challenges. The articulation of these developments and their implications for the ‘fight against poverty and inequality’ has been expressed as statements or Declarations emerging from the Global Assembly. The three previous meetings of the Global Assembly have accordingly resulted in the Johannesburg Statement (2004), the Beirut Platform (2006) and the Montevideo Declaration (2007)
. 

The Global Assembly is also the forum for a review of internal processes and an evaluation of the work of decision-making bodies and working groups of the network. The discussions of the Assembly include the presentation of work reports from different units within the GCAP structure and the organization of our Work Plans for the coming year(s). 

The last Global Assembly held in Montevideo resulted in a mandate for GCAP to continue its fight against poverty and inequality onward till 2015 (coinciding with the term for the achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals) and providing an impetus for the development of GCAP’s first three year Strategic Plan for 2009-11. The Montevideo Assembly also resulted in the review of the structural arrangements of GCAP and the subsequent registration of the GCAP Global Foundation (Netherlands, 2009) in order to provide a legal and financial framework for our sustained efforts. The GCAP Global Assembly 2010 is therefore significant because it marks the first meeting of the universal constituents of GCAP since the changes in structure and operation emerging from the Montevideo Assembly, 2007. 
This year, the Assembly is being strategically held alongside the UN Review of the Millennium Development Goals, which is being held in New York between 20-22nd September, so that we can shape this meeting as a space for internal reflection and planning as well as a platform to make a powerful statement on the outcomes of the MDG Review, how these link with the other priorities in our existing Strategic Plan for 2009 to 2011 and how we can build on this to outline the actions required to be taken in the next five years.

While you will receive further information on the specific agenda and logistics of the Assembly from the GCAP Secretariat shortly, we are taking the opportunity of this letter to request that some of the basic processes towards the Assembly be initiated at the national / constituency and regional levels as detailed below:

Nomination of Participants to the Global Assembly
Each national coalition will elect one representative to attend the Global Assembly and consolidate this information at the level of the relevant GCAP regional council by 05 July 2010. Regional representatives to the Global Council have been requested to coordinate with the coalitions to ensure gender balance at the regional level, following which all nominations would be collected at the level of the Global Secretariat on 15 July to initiate invitations and visa related processes. 
The Convenors of the constituency groups are also being requested to nominate one member per sub-region
 invited to attend the Global Assembly, resulting in 7 representatives per constituency group in all and also ensuring a balance of gender as mentioned above.

The final nominations for country and constituency representatives (not including present members of the Global Council) need to be sent to the Global Secretariat Administrator, Natalie Grant Logan (natalie.grantlogan@whiteband.org) by 15 July.  A delegate fee will be applicable to all participants in the range of USD 100 for those representing coalitions from the Global South, USD 150 for representatives of Northern coalitions and USD 250 for members of International Organizations.
Securing Participation and Event Opportunities at the MDG Review
The Global Assembly can be an opportunity for a vibrant dialogue on the future course of GCAP only if we are able to ensure that every constituent of the alliance has an opportunity to participate. While we anticipate the participation of 150 members across the GCAP network at the Assembly, we must admit that we do not have the resources to support the participation costs of all delegates at this point. We expect to be in a position to cover local arrangements in New York for all participants, and expect to be able to provide a specific number of travel related bursaries. 

In this context we require your active support in exploring various avenues at the national and regional level to secure participation at the UN MDG Summit and Global Assembly. Please coordinate with the global secretariat immediately to see how agencies such as the UN, Government ministries, bilateral donors and other resource networks in your country / region can be reached to support the participation of GCAP representatives at the global assembly. 
If you are a resource partner of GCAP, we request you to consider seriously the opportunities that you have to support us in ensuring a noteworthy Global Assembly given its relevance in setting the agenda for civil society actions around the world post the MDG Review.
Contributing to the GCAP Strategic Plan for 2012-2014

The setting of directions for the next phase of GCAP Strategic Plan is one of the key outcomes expected from the Global Assembly. Towards this objective, we would request that regional councils and constituency groups already begin thinking about the key issues and priorities that should shape the future agenda of GCAP in the way forward. Resources for this exercise include the GCAP Annual Reports (including our most recent report for 2009), the GCAP Strategic Plan for 2009-11 and our recent report on the achievements of GCAP over the period 2009-11. A profile of GCAP’s national coalitions and constituency groups is also available on http://whiteband.org/regions.
While the Global Assembly Coordination Committee will be reaching various parts of the GCAP Structure with guidelines on reports and submissions that could form the basis of our discussions in this direction, we would like to draw your attention to the existing Strategic Plan of GCAP and a summary of the outcomes and lessons learnt across the campaign in the last five years.  
We look forward to your active engagement with the Global Assembly and we are confident that it will serve as a powerful reinforcement of our energies and commitment to the fight against poverty and inequality!
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In solidarity, 
Adelaide Sosseh 

Sylvia Borren

Kumi Naidoo

(GCAP Co-Chairs)
Key Dates in September 2010:

17-19 September: Stand Up events across countries, including 18th September marked as the ‘Make A Noise’ Global Day of Action

20-22 September: UN MDG Review, New York

23-25 September: GCAP Global Assembly[image: image5.jpg]



� A summary of GCAP’s work across 2004-2009 reports is available for your reference on � HYPERLINK "http://whiteband.org/about-gcap/reports/resolveuid/c840f34b942426207343b11599d093b4" �http://whiteband.org/about-gcap/reports/resolveuid/c840f34b942426207343b11599d093b4�. Annual reports for this period are also available here.


� The GCAP Declarations across Johannesburg, Beirut and Montevideo are available here � HYPERLINK "http://whiteband.org/about-gcap/reports/ift" �http://whiteband.org/about-gcap/reports/ift�


� Africa, Arab region, Europe, Asia (1 each for SENCA & South Asia), Latin America & Caribbean, North America)





