Cancun – COP 16
Brief report from the first days’ participation from the ICAE delegation, with members from ICAE, the Gender and Education Office (GEO), the Second International Journey of the Treaty on Environmental Education for Sustainable Societies and Global Responsibility and the GCAP Feminist Task Force (FTF).

1. Moving around the COP 16 and associated events

 I start this report with this point as the way the COP is organised logistically determines very much what you can do in the given time, and it might even have an impact on its results. There are five venues: Cancun Messe (the main hub of the conference, for registration, side events, exhibitions, constituency groups meetings, etc.); the Moon Palace (where official negotiations take place); the Cancun Climate Change village (open to the public in general and a space where conference participants have also registered events); the “Dialogo Climatico”, (in the city centre, a space organised by Mexican organisations); and Klimaforum (another civil society space). And there are the hotels where participants are staying and where buses put the conference pick up them and take them to the Cancun Messe. These venues are from 5 to 30 kms away from each other. From the Cancun Messe you can go to other venues, usually with one bus to some other pick up point and from there to some other venue. It sounds complicated. And it is!!!! It can take you one and a half hours to get from your hotel to some of the venues!!!! For us the worst in terms of mobility happened yesterday. We had registered a side event but as it was not accepted for the Cancun Messe the Mexican government offered us a space at the Climate Change Village. We arrived there with all our folders, posters, materials and so on just to find out that because the march organised by Via Campesina and other civil society organisations was taking place yesterday, the government had decided to close the main roads. As we are all dependent on the buses and the service was stopped we were stuck at the Climate Change Village from 10:00 to 18:30!!! No way to leave the place, and no way, either, for people to come to our event at 11:00.  We were not the only ones, but it is an expression of how the organisation of such a scattered event, plus extreme security measures impacts on the possibility of establishing dialogue among different stake holders and do real advocacy work. 
2. Our participation at several meetings 

2.1. On the 4 of December we participated at a side event called “Women´s Leadership on Climate Justice and the Grassroots perspective”, organised by the Green Belt Movement, the Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice and others. There were several testimonies from grass roots women and interventions and debates on the key messages around gender and climate change to take to the negotiations.

2.2. On the 5th there was a smaller meeting, called by the Mary Robinson Foundation for the recently formed network: “Women´s Leadership on Climate Justice”. We have been invited to this network as GEO/ICAE and also the FTF. One of the aims of this meeting was to prepare for a special event to take place the next day where women minister and other high level women will meet to have an open discussion on the issue of climate and gender. We all introduced ourselves in the meeting and said what our key messages and concerns were. Mary Robinson took immediately ICAE’s presentation on the centrality of “education for transformation” and said we must focus on this dimension. It was said that Article 6 of the Convention looks at these aspects (education beyond capacity building) and that it would be good for ICAE to see how to liaise with the focal points for this (I share here already that in yesterday official negotiations a decision has been reached on Article 6 which focuses on public education and raising awareness o climate change. The challenge ahead is to extend this to Lifelong Learning with a gender perspective).

Other key point of this meeting was the issue of funding, which is central to the conference at large, and the key questions were where do the funds come from?, where do they go? And from a women’s perspective, which criteria will be applied to secure gender equality?
2.3. On the morning of the 6th we divided ourselves as there were several important meetings to attend. Marcela Ballara (GEO/FTF) and Andrea Solazzo (intern with the FTF) went to a meeting called by Bridge, from the Department of Development Studies at Sussex University on “2nd Bridge Roundtable on Women and Climate Change”. Both Marcela and Andrea said it was an excellent meeting and they both put some notes together. I am attaching Andrea´s notes here, and Marcela´s are going in a separate message.
Marta Benavidez (GEO/FTF/GCAP), Monica Simons (International Journey on the Treaty on Environmental Education) and myself went to the women’s caucus. This one takes place every morning at 9:00 and it is where all information is shared and decisions for the women and gender constituency are taken. Immediately after we went to an orientation meeting for the constituency which was very useful as the negotiation at UNFCCC are quite complicated and spaces for intervention are restricted but available, and it is important to know when we can get a chance as constituency.

2.4. Then all of us went to a very important meeting co-hosted by Ambassador Patricia Espinosa, Mexico Foreign Minister and President of the Conference, and Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland, former Head of the UN Human Rights Commission and currently chairing the Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice. As the invitation said, the climate change international negotiations are for the first time chaired by a growing group of women leaders from developed and developing countries and from the UN Secretariat. The meeting aimed at brining these women together with civil society to discuss climate change and how to bring about an approach that incorporates human rights and sustainable development. The speakers were Minister Lykke Friss from Denmark, Minister Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces from Ecuador, EU Commissioner Connie Hedegaard and Mrs Christiana Figueres, Executive Director of UNFCC plus Ambasador Espinosa and Mary Robinson. It was extremely well attended with an important number of men in the audience. The Executive Director of UNFCCC, Ms Figueres, said as one of her first remarks “We need to invest in the education of women and girls”. She added that women should be provided with tools and technologies and that funds must be made available. The President of the Conference, Amb. Espinosa, said that to revert the situation of climate change we need to transform society, changing how we produce and consume, how we live, and that gender is central in this process. Ms. Espinosa Garces from Ecuador said that there is a priority for gender financing and that there must be a dialogue between grassroots women and women on decision making positions. She said that discussing about climate change is to talk about values, lifestyles, economic models, that we are talking about the need for a paradigm shift. She added that all this has to do particulary with women and indigenous peoples. The EU Commissioner, Ms Hedegaard, called for simplifying the language of the climate change negotiations so as to make it concrete for people, to think of concrete realities, concrete stories of what climate change means for people on a day to day basis and how to address them. 
After their presentations there were several questions and comments. Mary Robinson concluded that gender is definitely in the agenda now and several suggestions were made on how to strengthen the space, valuing events like the one on Monday. 

2.5. On the 6th in the afternoon was ICAE’s space at the Climate Change Studio. This is a life interview on climate change TV that can be downloaded from: www.climate-change.tv 

Monica Simons was the person interviewed. I attach below the summary we sent to the organisers so you can have an idea of what she said but she talked about other issues, highlighting always the centrality of LLL for sustainability with a gender perspective. She also informed about the ICAE World Assembly next year where this topic will be among the key ones to be debated. 

2.6. Finally, on the 6th, most of us attended an event called by the Mexican governemt: “COP 16 President´s Initiative on Stakeholders Engagement in Climate Change”. At this event, besides the President of Mexico Felipe Calderon, some representatives from civil society talked and then there were questions and comments from the public and answers from the President. The other speakers were Carlos Zarco, Executive Director of Oxfam Mexico, a representative from the workers, one from the private sector and one from communications. The president emphasised the importance of dialogue with civil society, talked about the position of Mexico in the negotiations, saying that they want to ensure that a deal is reached (he said the best is enemy of the good, indicating that not the best results can be expected here…) and announced some concrete measures Mexico is taking to reduce emissions. 
2.7. On the 7th was our event at the climate change village, but as I said above, the extreme security measures taken by the government due to a pacific march determined that our event was cancelled. This was really unfortunate. Andrea Solazzo did take part in the march and assured us it was completely peaceful. She will also be sending a report.

Up to hear our activities in these first days. As you can see, important opportunities were there to present to key roleplayers on the centrality of education. I have also been asked to be the women and gender constituency delivering the statement on the final day of the conference and will introduce as well a reference on education. Official negotiations are difficult as I suppose you have heard from the media. Particulary on the “green fund”, on the who pays for what, as it was said at the women’s meeting, and also as most governments want to concentrate on solutions around carbon markets. 

Inn our next report we will present some more information on what is really being achieved and what is postponed for Durban as it is feared in the corridors. 

I am also sending some pictures separately.

Greetings,

Ana

BRIDGE EVENT   (Prepared by Andrea Solazzo)




December 6, 2010

This past week we took part in a side event hosted in Cancun by BRIDGE UK on gender and climate change. It was a fascinating meeting, which brought together on the ground experience with academic expertise. 

The purpose of the meeting was to bring together experts with different experience in the field and to analyze ways on how to bring together the issues of climate change and gender. By analyzing those issues we were able to better understand the weaknesses and gaps between the issues.  This was important because by seeing where there are problems we can learn how to most effectively address them. 

In the past few years there has been significant progress in bridging together gender and climate change. Many different organizations are focusing on the issue and raising the consciousness and knowledge of the international NGO community. The Cochabamba accord allowed women (particularly from the global South) to have an important role during negotiations and there is very gender inclusive wording throughout the entire document. It was reiterated many times at the event that we must continue pressing for gender in all international documents, specifically so that women’s issues are linked with climate change. 

There have been many challenges in the attempts to bring climate change and gender together. These challenges were discussed at length during the meeting. This heated discussion allowed participants to have a clear picture of the work that needs to be done. We members of the international NGO community must learn how to quickly and effectively address this issue, particularly because the dire effects it has on women.  One challenge many of the participants experienced was the lack of technical knowledge in regards to climate change and not being able to effectively voice their thoughts in meetings as result of that lack of knowledge. It was discussed that because of the technical terms, we must create an open environment amongst each other and not feels embarrassed to ask questions. This will help us learn from each other about the issue and be able to best serve communities from the global south. 

Several different NGO’s where in attendance at the event and brought important perspectives to the meeting. One that stuck out was the Global Forest Coalition; they currently have an important initiative on integrating gender into international strategies to protect forests. They are doing specific analysis of what the forest means to women, e.g. food, medicinal and income. By doing this they are able to defend the rights of people as a mechanism of protecting the forests from government and multi-national corporations. They felt that this is a very effective strategy and are trying to work with other environmental organizations on how to implement this worldwide. 

In conclusion, the BRIDGE event went well and more than anything provided a safe space for NGO’s to talk about issues they are facing on integrating gender and climate change. For many, it has been very challenging. But hopefully by linking together the direct effects that women face because of climate change, we will be able to include gender into international documents.

Cliamate Change Studio – Interview – Monica Simons
Title of the topic:

Climate Change, Environmental Education and Gender Equity: a necessary relationship for building sustainability

Theme:

In Cancun, ICAE (International Council for Adult Education) together with its Gender and Education Office, the Organisation of the 2nd International Journey on Environmental Education towards Rio92+20 and the Feminist Task Force of the Global Call to Action Against Poverty will present a workshop to debate proposals with participants on how to build more harmonic relations between communities and the environment, as a democratic way to revert the climate changes resulting from the current economic model. Education for sustainability plays a key role in promoting new ways to live, to produce, to consume and to see ourselves as part of the earth which are essential conditions for overcoming the challenges posed by climate change. 

It is necessary to promote concrete actions so that women and men in the LDC are not excluded from the National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPA). These must be managed in a just, responsible and accessible way for all groups, including women, who are particularly affected by climate change. 

It is important to look carefully at the funds that will be used to fund adaptation plans in LDC countries, and to question which will be the associated costs for people from the most excluded communities, particularly women and indigenous peoples, who see their territorial rights jeopardized as a result of REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries), a mechanism that pretends to carry on these reductions assigning a monetary value to the forests based on their capacity to storage carbon and obtain in this way the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. 

The results of this workshop and of the participation at other events at COP 16 will be important inputs for the VIII ICAE World Assembly that will take place in Malmo, Sweden, in June 2011, under the motto “A World Worth Living in”.
