Mr Henri de Raincourt
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, responsible for Cooperation

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

27, rue de la Convention
CS 91533
75732 Paris Cedex 15 

France
September 2011
Dear Minister Raincourt
Delivering aid transparency at the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, Busan, 29 Nov – 1 Dec 2011

We, the undersigned agencies, networks and organisations, are writing to ask for your support in ensuring that donors reaffirm and deepen their commitments on aid transparency at the Fourth High Level Forum (HLF-4) on Aid Effectiveness in Busan.  In this letter we set out why aid transparency is needed now; what we believe is achievable at Busan and in the Working Party on Aid Effectiveness process; and what we would like you to do before Busan.
The recent Evaluation and Monitoring Survey of the Paris Declaration emphasize that transparency is the indispensable foundation for aid effectiveness and mutual accountability.  Although donors and partner countries acknowledged this in 2008 by making several aid transparency commitments under the Accra Agenda for Action (AAA), the pace and extent of change, particularly regarding transparency for development results, has been “mostly slow to moderate”.
  Public support for the “Make Aid Transparent” Campaign – already nearly 6000 signatories from 125 countries – shows just how much people around the world want their governments to act now to deliver on these commitments.
Partner countries have also recognised the need for greater aid predictability and transparency and for ensuring compatibility of the common standard with partner government budget systems, as reflected in the CABRI
 Position on Aid Transparency.  This compatibility would allow the alignment of aid information with country budgets, enabling partner governments to plan their resource allocation most effectively and supporting accountability processes at the country level.
We believe that aid transparency is an area in which donors will be able to demonstrate real progress at Busan, with implementation of the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) being crucial to that success.  With less than 3 months to go before Busan, aid transparency must be recognised as a core theme and IATI as the primary vehicle for delivering this, embedded as a set of concrete, time-bound and measurable commitments in the final Outcome Document.  In practice, this requires the following:
· All donors publish comprehensive, timely, forward-looking data on all aid flows in a common, public and comparable format in accordance with the IATI standard by December 2015;

· All donors publish implementation schedules by December 2012 in order to meet these commitments;

· Published information uses common definitions and formats that are compatible with partner countries’ budgets and systems. 

As an observer to the IATI process, your support in actively promoting aid transparency internationally will be vital before and during HLF-4.  An EU common position that stresses the role of aid transparency in achieving greater aid and development effectiveness, in which EU Member States commit to implementing an ambitious aid transparency standard based on IATI, will be crucial. 
France’s own implementation is equally important – we urge the French Government to demonstrate its support for aid transparency by signing IATI before HLF-4 and by releasing an implementation plan for the publication of your existing aid information to the IATI standard.
IATI’s feasibility for delivering aid transparency is now undeniable – donors accounting for 33% of reported ODA have so far declared their intention to publish to the standard by Busan.  We look forward to working with you to ensure that this figure continues to grow and that HLF-4 truly delivers on aid transparency both for French and partner country citizens.

Yours sincerely
� The Evaluation of the Paris Declaration – Final Report, May 2011, p. 20.


� The Collaborative Africa Budget Reform Initiative (CABRI) is a network of senior budget officials in 22 African Ministries of Finance or Planning.






