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1.- Walden Bello: ‘It is time to aim beyond capitalism’

By Alejandro Kirk/IPS TerraViva 


The World Social Forum has an urgent and crucial task: battling the social democratic response to the global crisis of capitalism now under way, and push for a democratic control of economy and state, worldwide, Filipino academic, author and activist Walden Bello tells TerraViva’s Alejandro Kirk at an interview.
In the context of the current global crisis, What is the WSF’s most relevant task?
We are at a very critical historical junction in which neoliberal capitalism unravels and I think that the WSF is a site where very serious discussions should be taking place, in terms of both anticipating what is the likely response of global capitalism as well as pushing forward alternatives to the current crisis. We must really put the task of WSF in the context of the really massive global crisis.
So Belem is to be a crucial stage for the WSF’s future.
Yes, definitely. It would be extremely critical for global civil society at this point to respond to this crisis beyond the kind of stabilizing  solutions you are beginning to see in Europe and the United States. The capitalist elites are in many ways already going beyond neoliberalism, so I think on the one it is really important in Belem to come to a consensus about the crisis of capitalism and we ought to have very serious discussions on how to go beyond (such) solutions. I think we need to contend alternatives from within the system, like an expansion of social democracy for instance.
How can the WSF come out with such a response and how could it possibly implement it?

What you really need to look at seriously, in Belem, is identify not just a crisis of neoliberalism but a crisis of capitalism. We’re talking about the roots of the crisis being dynamic at the capitalist mode of production. The alternatives to that is something we need to seriously come to grips with. We really need to frame our responses in terms of common universal values, like the question of justice, the question of equity, creating an alternative that really cares for the welfare of people. I think the discussion in Belem will really be very critical in terms of framing the alternatives. As for implementation, you really need to be quite innovative. We need to be looking at solidly linking our movement across different countries, interacting with respects to the alternatives that are being pushed. It can’t be easy, but this kind of sharing experiences, creation of networks, the sharing of ideas, I think this is something that the forum will play a very critical role at.
In your writings you seem to avoid classical terms such as socialism, revolution and the like, to describe the kind of society the Forum should be looking forward to.
I do not so much shrink from articulating the alternative. We are looking at democratizing the ownership of means of production. Whether you call that socialism or people’s democracy, or democratic socialism, what you are really talking about is democratic control of the economy. We need to be looking at the possible articulation of mixed economies, with different systems of ownership within the economy, which will probably include social enterprises, cooperatives, private enterprises, state enterprises. That’s one dimension. Another dimension is the question of refocusing on the internal economy, the domestic economy instead of exports markets, national economic development. We would be talking about the critical importance of equity, fairly strong mechanisms of income and redistribution. And an ecologically sustainable alternative. I don’t want to use the term socialism because there are certain connotations of what socialism is all about, that bring up the image of Eastern Europe. 
Is something like this actually happening anywhere in the world right now?
I think what we are seeing is efforts along this line in a number of countries, certainly in Bolivia, Ecuador and Venezuela. I mean, of course each process has its own particularities, its own dynamics. I would say that as the crisis deepens and I think we are at the beginning stages of this crisis, peoples’ struggles are going to go beyond the very traditional mechanisms of stabilization now under way. So I would imagine that we will see more and more of these efforts, for democratic control and participation as the crisis deepens.

In this process developing countries take the lead and the North stays behind?
I wouldn’t say that. I think people are still stunned by the crisis, especially in the United States, Europe and Japan. The crisis is moving very very quickly.  I would not discount the emergence of popular movements in these areas of the world.
There is also the risk of radical right-wing reactions such as those of France and Italy.

That is definitely a possibility. What we are going to see is three possibilities: one a radicalization to the left, radicalization to the right – this is a great danger in the North, in places like Italy and France, and the third is just paralysis. So there is no guarantee that progressive alternatives are going to grow. Progressives, with their knowledge of society and their strategy, must fight for hegemony.
The German Left party seems to be an exception to the rule.
I think that Die Linke in Germany is a very good example of trying to innovatively grapping the situation, moving from denouncing to pushing beyond social democratic responses to the current situation. Creating a situation to move towards people power, participatory democracy in both the economy and the state.

You have recently written that the global balance of power is shifting to the South. 

What I mean is that what we’ve seen over the last decade has been the weakening of the traditional center economies. We saw that the US went into this consumption, finance-driven form of capitalism, financed by China. Chinese credits have kept the US economy going. In the last 10 to 15 years countries like Brazil, China and India have become relatively stronger economic actors with the shift of jobs and capital; they have become the creditors of the North. That’s what I mean in terms of balance of power. I’m not saying they have become the new center or hegemonic. Hegemonic power continues to be the North, especially the United States.
Is this positive for the kind of struggle you call for?
It depends. Overall, the less hegemonic countries of the North become, and the more power is defused to the global system, I think it is a positive development. On the other hand you must realize that these countries (of the South), these economies are controlled, for all purposes, by a capitalist elite and in many ways, for instance in the case of China,  it is less accountable than, say, the elite in the US. So on the one hand the positive thing is a diffusion of power, on the other we are also talking about these new economy actors that are making a big difference, they are under the domination of a developmental elite. I think the challenge in the North is really for progressive movements to push their agenda which is more participatory and more democratic control of the means of production, of the economic decision making. The agenda is the same for movements both in the North and the South.
In this context, how do you see the Israeli agression on Palestine?
I have held all along that there are certain key struggles that the WSF must take a very strong stand on. Definitely, the Palestinian issue is one of them. The WSF should take a very strong stand. condemning Israel and supporting the right of Palestinians to their own state, and support the right of return of Palestinians to what is now Israel. I really feel the WSF can no longer say that we just want to provide a roof for discussions to take place. I have always said that that kind of academic posture will eventually dissipate the spirit of the WSF and I think that has already happened to some extent. To really reinforce its soul and continue to provide a strong kind of energy in support of civil society movements, the Palestine issue, and Afghanistan, the issue of capitalism really, these are issues in which the WSF must take a very strong stand.
Such approach demands a permanent structure.

Yes, I think that we should find ways of really making the International Council a more accountable body. The problem now with the IC is that it is mainly a discussion group rather than a body with real effective powers to move the struggle on.
Should the IC be an elected body?


We can’t be tied to forms, but we really need an International Council that is accountable, that is representative, so to speak. There are various kinds of formal mechanisms. I feel also that we should probably have a more effective kind of Secretariat that is there not organizing the next forum but to ensure the implementation of resolutions and the accumulation of lessons. One of the problems of the WSF has been that there is no sense of accumulation of lessons from one WSF to another, so accountability, accumulation of lessons and a decision-making that is democratic, this is the challenge of the WSF. Having said that, despite all the unevenness and weaknesses of the WSF. it is still a very important mechanism for global civil society to be able to influence the course of global events.

2.- Boaventura de Sousa Santos: “The WSF should privilege alternative media.”
Alejandro Kirk/IPS-TerraViva 
The Portuguese sociologist argues that community radios and alternative media are the formula for bringing down the fence of corporate media. In an interview with TerraViva’s Alejandro Kirk, he also announces that he now believes that the current crisis requires that the Forum to take a defined political stance.
Do you stand by your ideas about the nature of the World Social Forum in the context of the global crisis of capitalism that we are experiencing?

That is a very important question at this moment, as we are heading into the WSF in Belem. I believe that the changes that have taken place over the past few months have created a new situation that I could call almost dilemmatic for the World Social Forum. This condition comes from the following: as you know, since its inception, there has been a discussion at the WSF about whether it should be an open space for all progressive tendencies that fight against neo-liberal globalization, a space for coming together and nothing more. Some have argued the contrary: that it should have a stronger role and intervene, present proposals and organize global political actions- intervention for change. 

In some way, this requires that I modify my position. For a long time I have defended the idea of an open space because I believe that it is important to maintain a place in which people can come together without a specific agenda. But over the past two years my view has changed somewhat. I believe that the WSF should continue to be an open space but that we should identify some topics about which there is consensus so that the Forum can present political and thus programmatic positions.
    
What topics are you thinking about?

I believe that we should have a stronger role in four or five international matters because I am concerned that if we do not do so, the WSF will become increasingly irrelevant to the social struggles that are coming. 

The WSF should have a proposal to reform the United Nations. It is a process that has been discussed for a long time and that we also have discussed at the WSF, but there is no common position.

The second issue is the financial crisis, which has created a new situation over the past few months because at WSF we always criticized neo-liberal globalization and especially the predominance of financial capital, which has led so many countries to ruin. And we had said something that is very important: that the financial crisis that exploded in the United States and Europe is a crisis that the countries of the so-called Third World have been suffering for 30 years. All of these countries have proposed solutions that are very similar to the ones that the United States and Europe are implementing: nationalizing banks and so on.  

In the southern global crisis, no one thought  that could change. Neo-liberal orthodoxy was completely dominant. Now that the crisis is in the United States and Europe, in the heart of the global capitalist system, the measures that those same central countries strongly rejected through the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund for southern countries are being adopted. That is where the crises of Asia, Argentina, Brazil and Russia came from. So I propose that the WSF assume a visible international position on how to resolve the crisis.

The WSF should demand the elimination of the FMI and the World Bank or their radical reform. These positions have been discussed ad nauseam and there is consensus. Why don’t we transform that into a policy position?

And you can’t forget Palestine.

Yes, in the third place, the crisis in Palestine. This aggression is an Israeli occupation that is more brutal than before. Right now war crimes and crimes against humanity are taking place and are being perpetrated because there is the certainty of total impunity. I think that the WSF has to take a very clear, internationally visible position on Palestine. Though we have not done so directly in the Forum, we have fought for peace. The Assembly of Social Movements called for a world protest against the invasion of Iraq and I do not believe that we should limit ourselves to protests this time. The Palestine issue will poison all international relations.

Do you believe that this attack was launched in an attempt to achieve something before Barack Obama assumed the Presidency of the United States? 

Yes. This aggression was a premeditated provocation on the part of the State of Israel. The international media never mention this. The first violation of the cease-fire (between the government of Gaza and Israel) was at the beginning of November, and it was an Israeli bombing. In response, Hamas (the governing organization in Gaza) requested a renegotiation of the cease-fire, which Israel rejected. That’s how it started.

Israel has three direct objectives. The first involves internal politics. The central-right coalition that governs the country is at risk and wants to recover its electoral leadership. Second, the Army wants to make people forget their complete defeat by the Hezbollah organization when it invaded Lebanon in 2006. The third objective is to create a fait accompli before Obama was sworn in.

These are the three factors that have led to a war of aggression that has nothing to do with Gaza. It is extermination. Months ago, the Vice Minister of Defense of Israel (Matan Vilnai) threatened the population of Gaza with the word Sho’ha, which means ‘holocaust’ in Hebrew. That was announced months ago. It is horrible, because they don’t realize that the Jewish people were victims of a Sho’ha in Europe, and history shows that the “final solutions” always come back on those who have tried to implement them.

Is there a way out of this?

Very serious things are happening. People who have always defended the existence of the State of Israel are now asking themselves if in these conditions –I repeat, in these conditions- the State of Israel maintains that right to exist. It is notable that when you read the founding texts of Israel, like the writings of Ben Gurion and Golda Meir, it is really clear that they understood that their State was an occupation that would always come up against the resistance of the occupied and that there would therefore never be peace. 

The two-State solution was a hypocrisy negated by the facts, by so much Jewish presence in the West Bank that made it impossible. It would be a serious problem if the WSF met in this context of global crisis and we did not emerge with a position from the International Council or WSF Assembly.  My fear is that people will come away with the impression that the Forum didn’t do anything. That is why I have proposed voting.

How do you propose that voting take place?
  
Just like the international newspapers do it: using electronic media. The Sunday Times recently asked its readers if they would be in favor of an embargo against Israel, as it did during the days of apartheid in South Africa.
    
But voting would be complicated at the Forum.

There could be an electronic voting process each night. It is very easy to do. I have been told that we are not representative of the world. Of course we aren’t- but there are 100,000 of us. The International Council never wanted to accept this. It didn’t even consider it. But it has been published since 2003.

The Forum no longer receives as much attention from the traditional media. Is this because of censorship or a lack of professionalism or has the Forum simply lost validity? 

This is an important issue given the power of the media in the international context. The mainstream media is a great instrument of global capitalism, of opposition to progressive politics. You can see that the media are opposed to change in countries throughout Latin America right now. The absence of the media at the Forum doesn’t have to do with weaknesses. At one point WSF was a novelty for the corporate media because we started as an alternative to the Davos Economic Forum, an inverted mirror. That created the curiosity that brought the media to the first two fora. When they realized that the Forum had a counter-hegemonic bent, they lost interest. 
 
For our journey, the most important thing is the alternative media, the free press. This time a world forum of free media will be held in Belem. I work a lot in Bolivia and Ecuador, and I can tell you that the community radios, for example, the alternative press, are the media for bringing progressive knowledge to the people. We should invert the terms. The Forum’s Communications strategy has not always been a strong one, but now I think that the WSF is aware that if we do not give all the weight to the alternative media, the free press that fights to bring different information to the people, we will not get far.

3.-  President Lula at World Social Forum 

Lula has to propose that neighboring countries join efforts against the crisis 

Source: www.diariodopara.com 
Translation: Marcela Hernández – ICAE


President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva will have to submit, to the heads of state from neighboring countries, a proposal for the adoption of measures to stimulate job creation, income generation and encourage consumption as an alternative to the effects of international financial crisis. Lula will present his proposal during the debates at World Social Forum (WSF). 
The spokesman of the Presidency of the Republic, Marcelo Baubamch said yesterday that Lula will defend an alternative to generate employment and income that must be also based on a sustainable environment. Upon discussing the crisis issue, the President recalled the importance of working with African countries. 

This afternoon, Lula and the presidents of Venezuela, Hugo Chávez, Bolivia, Evo Morales, of Paraguay, Fernando Lugo, and Ecuador, Rafael Correa, will participate in the seminar. In the Brazilian delegation there are 13 Ministers, including Minister Dilma Rousseff (Casa Civil). 

However, the spokesman explained that Lula's decision to participate in the World Social Forum instead of attending the World Economic Forum in Davos, owes to the fact that the forum is taking place in Brazil. 

INVESTING - Minister Luiz Dulci (Secretary General of the Presidency) confirmed last week that the federal government invested R $ 77,591,887 in a number of improvements in the state of Pará. Official investments of the federal government and a strong government participation at WSF will not avoid the demands related to  the effects of the economic crisis in Brazil, in particular,  with reference to the  unemployment rates. 

In addition to the attacks from social movements and trade unions, the government should also receive criticism from the MST (the Landless Rural Workers Movement). 

The movement did not invite Lula to the meeting on Thursday with the other presidents who will be at WSF to discuss Alba (the Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas). To reduce and alleviate discomfort, the presidents extended the invitation to Lula, who did not confirm his participation. 

Lula arrived in Belem today. Trade unions and social movements that are demanding more "concrete" actions of Planalto against dismissals, made a rally. The Conlutas, PSol and PSTU unions will organize a series of activities to discuss the defense of employment. 

On Friday morning, Lula will meet about 80 members of the International Forum. He will introduce the Minister Dilma Rousseff, the likely candidate for the presidency in 2010. (Diário do Pará)

4.-  The Presidents’ Day
By Sergio Ferrari 








         Source: ALAI, América Latina en Movmiento                                                                                Translation by: Marcela Hernández - ICAE

A common construction ... but with autonomy 

The third day of the World Social Forum in Belém do Pará (January 27 to February 1), is marked by a particular political presence. 

For the first time in its history, this last Thursday of January,  five presidents in office gather   at World Social Forum.  These five Presidents are:  Hugo Chávez from Venezuela, Evo Morales from Bolivia, Fernando Lugo, President of Paraguay, his colleague Rafael Correa from Ecuador and the host, Lula da Silva from Brazil. 

Formally invited by the Forum of Local Authorities and the Amazon, the organizers planned two key moments. A public meeting, at dusk, and a meeting with delegates from social movements of the continent in the early afternoon. 

In the coming days, some of the five Presidents will participate in other activities. Such as the case of Bishop Fernando Lugo who will participate, together with Frey Betto, in a debate on the Theology of Liberation, on Friday, at the State University of Pará. 

The presence of five of the leaders provides a significant plus to the event in Belém. Media attention, especially at international levels, is directed to these important public figures.  All of them are, in some way or another, closely linked to the origin of the World Social Forum. 

We can simply recall the significant role of Lula, in 2001, in Porto Alegre, before being elected president and his cheering crowds encouraging this new antiglobalization path. 

Or the active presence of Evo Morales, at that time the coca growers' leader and activist, in the various assemblies of the Popular Movement, in the alternative social summits and even  at the continental and global forums. 

It is indisputable that in the context of this new and innovative alternative stage that Latin America is going through, the World Social Forum has played an important role. And, that the current governments of the continent indicate the viability of this alternative project of another possible continent.

However, it is also true that in this complex design of Latin America with new strong relationships and integrating projects, each one has its own role to play. 

Social movements, key civil society propellers and the Forum, expressed their conviction on the need to maintain their independence of action and management. 

And criticism when, as in the case of Brazil, land reform - the main demand of these movements –  is postponed during Lula’s government and moving at a snail's pace. reating great disappointment  and deep frustration. 
One of the most difficult challenges for the Latin American social movements lies in this delicate balance between common construction and strategic independence (of criticism, action and demands). 

The presence of five presidents in Belém is good but is also questioned. It gives and takes. It adds but it also questions. Social movements have their say ... 

http://alainet.org/active/28687

5.-  Forthcoming activities organized by ICAE, its members and partners 

January 29 

II International Meeting of Environment Education                 
Time: 8:30 - 11:30  / 12:00 - 15:00 
Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Profissional    Lp / HP e AP
Room:  IP – IP 08, IP 09  /– HP 04, AP 04    Organizer: Instituto Paulo Freire      
“Financing Youth and Adult Education: How can we overcome 
social/education debt? Strategies towards CONFINTEA VI" 
Time: 12:00 - 15:00 Place: Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA) 
Ciências Florestais Room: CF 001  Organizer: International Council for Adult Education (ICAE) 

"Preparing for CONFINTEA VI - International Civil Society Forum (FISC)" 
Time: 15:30 - 18:30 Place: Universidad Federal Do Para (UFPA) Profissional 
NAEA Room: Auditório Organizer: Fórum Internacional de Sociedade Civil (FISC)

“The right to education perspective: disputing senses from social movements and organizations" 
Time: 8:30 - 11:30 Place: UFPA Profissional    Mp    Room: Mp 09 
Organizer: Campaña Latinoamericana por el Derecho a la Educación (CLADE) in partnership with the Latin American Council for Adult Education (CEAAL)

“In view of Global Crisis (Food, Climate, Finance), let’s reform international institutions”

Time: 8:30 – 11:30   Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA)  Prédio Central  Room: A 001

Organizer: UBUNTU – World Forum of Civil Society

“Financing education in Lula’s government”

Time: 12:00 – 15:00   Place: Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA)   Básico  Hb  Room: H3  Organizer: Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação

“New relationships, political parties and social movements in Latin America: Evaluations and Challenges”

Time: 8:30 – 11:30  / 12:00 – 15:00   Place:  Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Profissional Hp Room: Hp 12    Organizer:  Red Educación Popular y Poder Local in partnership with CEAAL

January 30 


"Adult Education: Towards CONFINTEA VI" 
Time: 15:30 -18:30  Place: Universidad Federal Do Para (UFPA) Básico ICB 
anexo  Room: PAT 06  Organizer: Red de Educación Popular entre Mujeres (REPEM) / Comité  Organizador Colombiano del Foro Social / Foro Mundial de Educación / Viva la Ciudadanía
“State secularity, gender and education”

Time: 8:30 – 11:00     Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Básico  Cb  Room: C2

Organizer: Red de Educación Popular entre Mujeres (REPEM)
“Alternative development models from a feminist perspective”

Time: 15:30 – 18:30   Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Básico  Ab  Room: A1

Organizer: :Red de Educación Popular entre Mujeres (REPEM)
“Secondary education: access, quality and compulsory nature?. What people expect from that right.

Time: 8:30 – 11:30   Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Básico  Hb Room: H 3

Organizer: Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação

“Global Action Week 2009: Youth and Adult Education and Lifelong Learning" 
Time: 12:00 - 15:00    Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA)  Básico Hb Room:  H 3 
Organizer: Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação

“Some formal and non formal education experiences”

Time:  8:30- 11:30   Place: Universidad Federal do Para Profissional   Jp   Room: Jp 06   Organizer: Acao Educativa

“The prison system and education – multiple visions”
Time:  13:00- 15:30   Place: Universidad Federal do Para Profissional   Jp   Room: Jp 06   Organizer: Acao Educativa

“A work agenda for education in prisons”

Time:  16:00      Place: Universidad Federal do Para Profissional   Jp   Room: Jp 06   Organizer: Acao Educativa

“Educating municipalities: which is the role of school?

Time: 8:30 – 11:30   Place: Universidad Federal do Para Profissional (UFPA)   NAEA  Room: Auditorio  Organizer: Instituto Paulo Freire

“Education for Planetary Citizenship”

Time: 12:00 – 15:00   Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA)  Básico Db  Room: D 4  Organizer: Instituto Paulo Freire

“Financing for Development – From Monterrey to Doha and Beyond”

Time: 12:00 – 15:00    Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Profissional  Jp Room: Jp 13 Organizer: Social Watch

“Civil society and political systems in Latin America”

Time: 4th. shift      Place: Universidad  Federal do Para (UFPA) Profissional   Lp   Room: Auditório José Accúrcio. Organizer: Instituto de Estudios Socioeconómicos in partnership with CEAAL

January 31 

“Environment education in the construction of sustainable societies and 
global responsibility" 
Time: 8:30 - 11:30        Place: Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA) 
Room: Tenda Multiuso 1
Organizer: International Council for Adult Education (ICAE) 



"From Crisis to Crisis; Food, Fuel, Finance and the Road Ahead" 
Time: 12:00 - 15:00 Place: Universidad Federal Do Para (UFPA) Profissional 
ICJ Room: Auditório Organizer: Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) 

"Women's tribunals / Poverty Audience / Dignity Forum" 
Time: 15:30 - 18:30 Place: Universidad Federal Do Para (UFPA) Profissional 

ICJ Room: Auditório Organizer: GCAP Feminist Task Force

“Education in prison: world context”

Time:  8:30- 11:30      Place: Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA) Profissional   Jp   Room: Jp 06   Organizer: Acao Educativa

“Quality education – a right for life”

Time: 8:30 – 11:30   Place:  Universidad Federal do Para (UFPA)  Basico Cb Room: C 2

Organizer: Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educacao

“Rights is the Answer - Launch of the 2008 Social Watch Report”

Time: 8:30 – 11:30   Place: Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA)  Prédio da Prefeitura  Room: Auditorio Prefeitura   Organizer: Social Watch

“Building networks to reform international institutions and face global crisis”

Time: 8:30 – 11:30     Place:   Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA)  Prédio Central – Bloco A   Room: Anfiteatro    Organizer: UBUNTU – World Forum of Civil Society

“Systematization of popular education experiences and stories of possible worlds”

Time:  8:30 – 11:30    Place: Universidade Federal do Para (UFPA) Básico  Room: Auditorio Setorial Básico 2    Organizer: Universidad Popular de los Movimientos Sociales

“Tools for Human Rights Budgeting”
Time: 12:00 – 15:00   Place: Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA)  Medicina Veterinaria  Room: Auditorio    Organizer: Social Watch 
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