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INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM (FISC)

 May 16-18, 2009 – Belem do Para, Brazil
What is the International Civil Society Forum (FISC)?

The International Civil Society Forum (FISC, for its Portuguese acronym) is a global event that will be held in Belém, capital of the state of Pará, Brazil, from May 16 to 18, 2009 to prepare the participation of civil society at the official International Adult Education Conference (CONFINTEA VI) and also to articulate with other movements, networks and civil society organizations that have been working on the right to Youth and Adult Education

CONFINTEA is the most important international event in the Youth and Adult Education field, and is coordinated and organized by the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning every 12 years. This sixth edition will take place in Belem, from May 19 to 22 and it is the first time that this conference is held in the southern hemisphere.

These International Adult Education Conferences (CONFINTEA) gather UNESCO member states, represented mainly by their education ministries, and they intend to establish international guidelines for education policies in the youth and adult education field. Civil society organizations try to do advocacy in the different stages of this process, with a view to exert influence on the final document and the commitments assumed by governments in this space.

In this sense, the International Civil Society Forum (FISC, for its portuguese acronym) appears as an open space where different people, entities, civil society organizations and movements, from different countries, gather to make further reflections, hold democratic debates of ideas, formulate proposals, freely exchange experiences and articulate effective actions for youth and adult education. 

As a plural, non-denominational, non-governmental and non – partisan space, which is open to diverse identities and individuals, involved in practices of youth and adult education, it promotes the respect of human rights, through the practice of a participatory democracy and a development model  that is sustainable and preserves diversity, through egalitarian, solidarity and peaceful relationships among individuals,  peoples, and different gender and ethnic groups, condemning all forms of domination and subordination of one human being to another. 

Description and Background


With the objective of strengthening civil society participation in CONFINTEA, Ação Educativa, ASPBAE - Asia Pacific Bureau for Adult Education, CEAAL – Latin American Council for Adult Education, CLADE - Latin American Campaign for the Right to Education, ICAE - International Council for Adult  Education and the African Platform took the initiative to invite a group of individuals and national and international organizations to organize the INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM (FISC). The first meeting took place on August 20 at Ação Educativa office, in São Paulo, where, since then, people and organizations have been contributing to this project. Since then, monthly meetings are being held with an increasing number of partners who meet at Ação Educativa office. These are some of the main partners: REPEM - Popular Education Network of Women from Latin America and the Caribbean, National Campaign for the Right to Education, CONTAG - the National Confederation of Agriculture Workers, Forum MOVA, researchers in adult education, MST – Landless Movement, CUT – Workers’ Union, etc. 
During World Social Forum (WSF), the organizing committee of FISC organized an activity called "Preparing for CONFINTEA - International Civil Society Forum", where representatives of social movements and youth and adult education networks, presented and discussed the proposed implementation of FISC before an audience of about 70 people. WSF was also fertile area for the dissemination of information and gaining new supporters, especially the Federal University of Pará and the University of the State of Pará. 

Currently ICAE, CLADE and Ação Educativa assume the commitment to form and operate the executive secretary of FISC. Further information and details about the International Civil Society Forum, preparatory to CONFINTEA VI, can be obtained through FISC website (www.fisc2009.org), or contacting the executive secretary of the project, by e-mail, to: fisc2009@gmail.com

How can you participate? 
FISC space is open and you can attend it as a participant and also register a self-organized activity. This means that you can organize and register a workshop, table, panel, discussion, dialogue, exhibition, etc. in the place and time determined by FISC for such purposes. These  self-organized activities will take place on May 18 (see draft program below). 

Soon you will be able to pre-register self-organized activities (that will be further confirmed) through FISC website (www.fisc2009.org).

FISC - DRAFT PROGRAMME
EVENING
May 16 

Opening
Cultural welcoming event
Day 1

May 17, 2009 

08:30  - 10:30 (2h)                




    
        INTERCONTINENTAL PANELS
How it works:  Presentation of civil society questions and demands (analytical moment). Participants will be invited to make political presentations, based on this question: Which is the concern in your region regarding youth and adult education?

08:00 - 09:00: Opening activity
09:00 - 09:20: North America + Europe
09:20 - 09:45: Asia 

09:45 - 10:00: Africa 
10:00 - 10:15: Latin America 
10:15 - 10:30: Arab countries
10:30 - 11:00 (30min)









        BREAK
11:00 - 12:00 (1h)
      




                INTERCONTINENTAL PANEL DEBATE
12:00 - 13:30 (1h30min)









       LUNCH
14:00 - 16:00 (2h)



            

                                    THEMATIC ROUNDTABLES  

How it works: the tables have to be formed by 3 participants: 1 academic, 1 activist and 1 learner.
1- The meaning of youth and adult education 

2- Migration in Youth and Adult Education
3- Financing policies on Adult Education

4- Interdisciplinarity in youth and adult education, development models and changes in the world of work. 

5 – Interculturality

6 – Youth and Adult Education as a human right

16:00 - 18:00 (2h)




                                                 THEMATIC ROUNDTABLES  

7 – Youth and Adult Education and environment

8 – Popular Education 
9 – Rural Education

10- Accountability and monitoring commitments

11- Literacy

12 – Education for Inclusion
18:00h - 20:00h (2h)                                                                                                                          CAUCUS 
Day 2
May 18, 2009

08:30 -  10:30 (2h)





 
               SELF-ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES
How it works: Presentation of activities such as roundtables, workshops, dialogues, etc. on the suggested themes ** or on themes proposed by participants. Time and space will be provided for presentation of videos, photographs, dramatization, posters, exhibitions, exchange of experiences, etc. Participants who wish to present other kind of activities that are not included in the Forum agenda, can carry out these activities in this moment
10:30h - 11:00h (30min)









BREAK

11:00h - 12:00h (1h) 
                         
    CONFINTEA VI: GOVERNMENT AND UNESCO EXPECTATIONS                                                          

UNESCO and Brazilian Government Representative
12:00h - 13:30h (1h30min)









       LUNCH
14:00h - 16:00h (2h)       

                       

                             SELF-ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES
How it works:  IDEM. See above.

During this time the organizing committee will be working on the systematization of the HIGHLIGHTS* that will be presented at the Final Plenary Session.

16:00 - 18: 30 (2h:30min)



 
                 FINAL PLENARY SESSION AND CAUCUS 

Presentation of highlights
Presentation of basic commitments for CONFINTEA VI.

* Highlights: It is recommended that in all the activities held during FISC, a report be made with the main issues discussed. This will be done through a worksheet that will be handed out to each activity coordinator.

** Themes proposed for self-organized activities 

1- Interculturality

2- Environment

3- Training of AE facilitators 

4- Advocacy work for AE

5- Production of learning materials

6- New information technologies 

7- Literacy in oral cultures

8- Methodology in literacy

9- Gender perspectives of adult education

10- Education In Prison

11- Discrimination in education

12- Learners’ perspectives and networks 

13- Education for citizenship and human rights

14- Trade Union education

15- The obstacles to adult education participation and decision making

16- And so far…….it’s open!!!

